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The Book: Railways of Southern Africa 150 Years
As the title implies, this book deals not only with the motive power and trains on the South African network, namely the South African Railways or SAR but also those of specific neighbouring countries, namely Swaziland, Lesotho, Namibia and Botswana, all of which have experienced various periods of SAR administration. In addition, some private railway systems are featured, which includes special sections on the provincial Gautrain and Kei Rail systems. Going back before Union in 1910, the obsolete motive power of the Central South African Railways (CSAR), Natal and Cape Governments Railways (NGR and CGR respectively) and the Transvaal railways (NZASM) also feature, since many of the steam locomotive classes from these administrations no longer existed after the SAR was formed in 1910.
In recent years, the state controlled transport organisation has been restructured and its name changed to Transnet, with the railways division, initially known as “Spoornet”, later also changed to Transnet Freight Rail (TFR). 
The book documents in great detail all the various designs and classes of steam locomotives to have been placed in service between the years 1860 and 1968, as well as the electric locomotive series (from 1925) and diesel locomotives range from 1938. In addition, the electric multiple unit designs (EMU) for the high density commuter services have also been given due recognition, an area ignored by most previous publications on the subject of railways in South Africa. This service now falls under the Department of Transport: the Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (PRASA) which now also encompasses the long distance Shosholoza Meyl and upmarket Premier Classe passenger services (the world famous luxury Blue Train operation was still in 2012 being operated by Transnet itself). Metrorail is the operator of the commuter services.
The author, Jean Dulez, railway photographer since 1964 and also video producer since the early 1980s, has left no stone unturned in coverage of all the relevant subject matter. In total, over ten years of research, accumulation of photographic material and information has been amassed, with the assistance of prominent authorities within various areas of the topics of Southern African motive power and railways; specifically Richard Clatworthy, Les Pivnic, Tony Elliot, Leith Paxton, John Middleton and the late Malcolm Bates, to mention but a few of the major contributors. In addition the above mentioned, other well known photographers of the Southern African railway scene have also provided contributions, namely Peter Stow, Eugene Armer, Dennis Moore, Charlie Lewis, David Benn, Bill Botkin and yet several more. The former Transnet Heritage archive collection (now functioning under the TFR library) has provided an invaluable source of photographs and drawings, as such also containing the collections of Frank Holland and Frank Garrison. The collections of the late Dusty Durrant and Boon Boonzaaier have also been sourced in order to provide many more railway images. 
The book contains many unpublished photographs and comprises:

416 pages, 30cmx24cm format, hard cover

Approximately 848 black and white photographs and 885 colour images

391 technical drawings

11 special regional maps by Bruno Martin

23 major tabular reference layouts 

We believe that this is the most comprehensive technical book on this subject, dealing with the entire period 1860 to 2011, to have appeared to date and deserves a prominent place in any Southern African railway enthusiast’s library. 

The DVD programme: South African Railways 150 Years

For those who cannot spend the time reading or who would like to see some action of the type of scenes statically depicted in our hard copy publication, Vidrail have released a twin DVD disc 450 minute mega programme. This presentation, therefore, complements the book “Railways of Southern Africa 150” but may also be viewed entirely on its own. 
The two part programme commences with a review of the ancient steam locomotives of the very first standard gauge railway companies in the Cape and Natal colonies, followed by the development of steam motive power under the various regional governments in South Africa. This followed the decision, taken in 1875, to continue railway construction according to a narrower track gauge, namely the so called “Cape” (1067mm). The main operations took place under the Cape, Natal and Transvaal government railway administrations (CGR, NGR and NZASM). The latter, together with the Orange Free State railway, were operated by the Central South African Railways or CSAR after the end of the Anglo-Boer War, in 1902. 

Following amalgamation of the previous four regional governments into the Union of South Africa in 1910, all the regional railways were further consolidated into the South African Railways or SAR. This state transport organisation has recently been restructured, as detailed above. In addition, this review has a look at some private and provincial systems, such as the various mines and the recently opened Gautrain system. These developments are in line with what has been outlined for the book itself. However, the DVD programme focuses specifically on the railway systems within South Africa itself, with the other countries in the region (Swaziland, Namibia and Botswana) being featured in some detail within various of our other video programmes (details on request) 
The SAR and Transnet locomotive classes featured are as follows (both through static records or movie sequences, wherever possible):

Steam : Classes A to K, 1 to 26, S to S2, KM, MA to MJ, GA to GO, FD, FC, HF, U,  NG1 to NGG16 and also various unclassed locomotives prior to 1910
Diesel: Classes DS, 31 to 43, 61 and 91

Electric: Classes ES, 1E to 19E

Electric Multiple Units (EMU): 1M to 10M series

The presentation also features much interesting archive movie film action, as well as more recent general video review of both steam and modern trains in operation around the country. This extensive presentation, therefore, provides one of the best balanced and broadest coverage of the railway scene in the country, both past and present. 

Hence, recommended are our other programmes: Twin Steel through Namibia; Modern Traction in Southern Africa; Best of S A Steam 1983-1990; SAR Railway Roundabout (from 1990), full listing on our website. In addition, for interest further afield , productions on Zimbabwe steam are also available, which would supplement the section on Botswana, whose railway system fell under both Rhodesian and Zimbabwian national railways administration for a long period, from 1899 until 1982.  

SAR 150th Anniversary Postage Stamps and First Day Covers

The author was privileged to have worked on this 2010 stamp issue design and artwork, in conjunction with the late Boon Boonzaaier and the well known S A Post Office stamp design artist, Hein Botha. Some of the images in the book were in fact employed as subjects for the final locomotive and train scenes. We have a limited stock of these also available for resale

Stamp sheetlets, comprising ten designs, featuring steam and modern traction, plus marginal drawings R60 per sheetlet
Set of two first day covers, with five of the above stamps on each, plus information card R60 per set

Other train/locomotive sets from the region are also available on request

Railway Postcards

We have stock of approximately 40 different Vidrail and other SAR/NRZ (Zimbabwe) postcards also available at R10 per set of 4 different cards. Details on request (or check our Website) 

ORDER FORM AND DETAILS
Name and address _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Tel No_______________Postal Code____________email_________________
Please supply the following: (Prices exclude VAT, where applicable)
Book: _ copies of Railways of Southern Africa 150 at R495 per copy …………..Total R

DVD: _ copies of South African Railways 150 Years at R280 per set ……………Total R
Special Offer: _ sets of SAR 150 Book and DVD at special price of R650 /set…Total.R
Stamps _ commemorative SAR150 mint sheetlets at R60 per sheet…………....Total R


  _ first day covers (set of two) at R60 per set……………………………...Total R
Postcards_ sets of 4 cards (specific subject/ref) at R10………………………….Total R 
Add postage: 
R60 within South Africa for book + DVD etc or R20 for DVD/stamps/cards alone. (overseas rates on request)……………………………………………………………..R
VAT .....................................................................................................................(included)








Grand Total

R

Payments : Direct deposit to account J A Dulez, Standard Bank of SA

Branch code (01) 8305 Account No: 02 249 283 6

Cheques: (made out to J A Dulez) please post to:

Vidrail, P O Box 75169, Garden View, 2047, South Africa

Email: enquiries@vidrail.co.za

Website www.vidrail.co.za
Telephone :Mobile +27 83 441 5488  
Credit cards will only be processed for overseas orders; please supply card number (Visa & M/Card only), expiry date and 3 digit security code on reverse of card; for security it is recommended that these details be phoned in directly
Please allow 2-3 weeks for local delivery. International: airmail 2-3 weeks and surface 8-10 weeks
