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The editor thanks the following for their contributions and/or assistance with this newsletter – Geoff Steel, Malcolm Ridgard, Greg Smith, Ted Freeman, Pat Worman, the RSSA Natal and Reef branches, CWRS, SANRASM, NBLPG and other societies' newsletters, Bushveld Safaris, CVEMS “Paraffinalia”, “Mainline Steam News” and Spoornet "Platform" and "TransTalk". Peter “predestrian” Rogers and Madame “Florence” Z are thanked for services provided.   

 

CREA membership fees are R50,00 for local residents and/or e-mail newsletter recipients and R125,00 for overseas members, to cover the costs of printing and distributing newsletters. Newsletters are published every second month whilst event up-date sheets are available to members attending monthly meetings. CREA has a small library - from which members are free to borrow - which usually has the latest copies of such monthly publications as World Steam (UK), Steam Railway (UK) Rail (UK), Continental Modeller (UK) and others, along with a selection of books and older magazines as well as most local club newsletters.

 

The current CREA Committee consists of the following members:

Mark Robinson (Chairman), Zaeemah Robinson (Treasurer - co-opted), and Peter Rogers 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

E D I T O R S   "T H I N K S"

 

The past three months have been a tad disruptive for your Ed., who has spent a large amount of his time in and around various hospitals. Now, two operations and their aftermath later, plus gladly given, but time consuming assistance to three others who have been – or are currently are – “inside”, has not done much for my home, work, HRASA or CREA commitments. One aspect has been a failure to get what should have been an August/September edition of this newsletter out.

Actually, it is worse than that and to my embarrassment I actually got an edition out – to the few “hand delivery” members only …. and then, with the onset of kidney problems and with another member having a triple by-pass operation, I completely neglected to send the e-mail and postal copies out. So, whilst I have removed some of the “time expired” items some of what appears here will be familiar to those few who received the earlier version. Humble apologies all round!

Members will, I hope be pleased to know that other than suffering from quite severe CFS seemingly kick off by my eye operation your Ed. is back and (more-or-less) in control.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The railway enthusiast community in South Africa generally – and often with due cause – sees our national rail system as a bit of a joke, badly run and subject to massive theft of infrastructure. However, a couple of recent international news reports can perhaps be of some comfort.

The first of these newspaper articles listed a long litany of theft of rail track, signal cables along with the more general purloining of manhole covers, bronze statues and road signs and barriers was not just another report from any of SA’s major cities but from England where this phenomena has become a huge headache for authorities.

Concurrent with the above was the lovely story from Poland of the new railway tunnel constructed with its roof too low for trains to actually use it! Were the engineers in charge of the project the same ones who recently designed and built a heavy vehicle divisionary road tunnel near Warsaw that is too low for trucks carrying containers? One might also suspect that they were also involved in the design of a new freeway that was planned working from either end – fortunately someone noticed that each section would have finished up as a dead-end since the ends would have missed each other – by 8Kms!!! So, not just in SA …..

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Zaeemah and I would like to take this opportunity to wish every CREA member and associate a happy, peaceful and safe Festive Season and sincerely trust that 2009 brings joy and happiness to us all.

MAR

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R  /  R E P O R T S   F R O M   M E M B E R S

Dear Sir/Madam
JB TRAIN TOURS - DECEMBER 2008 - NEWSLETTER
 

PRESS RELEASE

A press release was sent out by JB Train Tours on Thursday 6th November 2008 stating that the company has NO ties, nor any relationship or working agreement with either Setimela Rail (also called Maluti Rail, also called Shamwari Express, also called Albatross Tours, et al) nor with Nkosi Express (also called Kingsway Train Tours, et al). Setimela Rail belongs to Mr. Kobus Wright (and/or relatives) whilst Ms. Mariette Beukes is/was the owner of Nkosi Express. (See below for further explanation of these comments. Ed)
 

DID YOU KNOW?                                                

· That JB Train tours launched its Premier Classe up-market train tour packages between Jo’burg and Durban, as well as Jo’burg to Cape Town on Friday 14th November 2008 at the Johannesburg Station? Visit our website at www.jbtours.co.za/upmarket to view some pictures of the train. These new tours created a lot of excitement with corporate representatives, Event Management companies, individuals as well as travel agents.

· That ex Spoornet employees (and dependants) can phone Tel: 011 773 4346 to get more information about the ‘Free Pass’ forms (RK 2). These Free Passes can be used on our tours to travel at a discounted rate

· That you can check whether you may vote in the 2009 elections in South Africa by clicking on this link and fill in only your ID? https://www.elections.org.za/amregister/amregister.aspx
· That we had to postpone our 2009 Victoria Falls train tours due to the current turmoil in Zimbabwe?

 
Have a good Festive season. Geniet die Kersfeestyd met oorgawe.

On 2008.11.07 JB posted the following Press Release;

Dear Sir/Madam


The Train Tour Tourism Industry in South Africa has suffered a number of setbacks during the past couple of years, though it is still a viable, active and enjoyable industry. The privilege to be able to travel by train (either on budget or up market train tours) through our beautiful country is something to foster and protect.


Our company, JB Train Tours, has weathered all the storms during these turmoil times and we are grateful to state that our business is still growing strong, whilst the number of tours and destinations are increasing annually, mainly due to your support. On Friday, 14th November 2008, we'll be launching our new Premier Classe train tour packages at a festival occasion at the Johannesburg Park railway station. We still believe very firmly in this industry and we are doing our small part to keep it going.


However, some recent actions and practices exercised by other South African train tour operators have put the industry in a very bad light amongst the traveling public, as well as in the media. Hence this memo to you. Our company has distanced ourselves and does not do any business, nor identify or associate with the following two train tour operators:

· Setimela Rail (also trading as Albatross Tours or Shamwari Rail, et al). Owner: Mr. Kobus Wright (and/or other family members)

· Nkosi Express (now trading as Kingsway Train Tours) Owner: Ms. Mariette Beukes (and/or other family members)

Both these companies operate from the Greater Pretoria area.

A civil law judgment was granted in favour of JB against the latter in the Supreme Court in Pretoria on the 30th October 2008. Any further enquiries should be referred to our lawyer, Mr. Marius Botha at 
eurmar@worldonline.co.za

We have, in recent times, been approached by the media (newspapers, TV and radio) and other authorities to comment on these two companies' activities.  We have refused to do so, due to professional etiquette, but we have spoken and aired our views about the train tour tourism industry in general. JB Train Tours (Since 1975) is still committed to host train tours for the next decade and longer and we would like to give peace of mind to all our 
regular and new customers that we want to continue with “taking you by train through our beautiful country to exciting destinations in a comfortable and affordable, safe and secure manner'”

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Peter Rogers was in the Garden Route area some time back and took time to have a fairly close look at the George – Knysna branch, reporting that much of the line is looking rather sad. Whilst he didn’t get to the washaway between George and Victoria Bay he did walk around the rock fall between Wilderness and Kaaiman’s bridge – passing a sign that proclaims that “PREDESTRIANS” are prohibited. Pete being neither pre- nor post-destrian proceeded through the (open) gate that has been placed across the tunnel mouth, past the cave restaurant, which appears to be intact and cared for, to the bridge itself. (Transnet staff informs me that the cave has become a “squat” for hippies! Ed.)

Transnet have disconnected the rails at a couple of spots at Kaaiman’s so that, in the event of further movement or collapse the rails will not cause further damage by dragging on any other part of the infrastructure.

The formation on the embankment at Swartvlei near Sedgefield has suffered considerable damage and will require a lot of work should the line ever be subject to reinstatement (see below).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

One CREA member is suggesting that history suggests that branch closures could be on the cards for ABSA from the second quarter of 2009 as Transnet CEO Maria Ramos moves on to take the banking group’s helm…

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

M E D I A   M U M B L E S

We were interested to read various newspaper articles that appeared in late August / early September on the increase in usage of trains – specifically the Amtrak system – in northern America, with a 14% loading increase year-on-year recorded by the US operator from 2007 to 2008. July 2008, for example saw Amtrak rack up a record 2 750 278 passengers carried for an income of $168 million (R1,3 billion) and total passenger numbers up to 26 million for the last full year..

Impressive though those figures may be in a South African context, the numbers still only represent under 1% of the US travelling public, a figure that compares poorly with those for rail usage in the UK, Germany and France (around 8%) and Japan (18%).

Amtrak serves about 500 destinations on a 33 800 km rail network and, as usage rises so do the complaints about poor timekeeping, overcrowded trains and the poor condition of much of the rolling stock.

Trains (US)(February 2008); Only recently obtained (hurray for Paperweight shops in Cape Town!) we were pleased to see that the Society of International Railway Travelers considers Rovos Rail to be one of the world’s top 25 trains along with such as the Golden Eagle Trans-Siberian Express and the Danube Express. (Of course we think the Rovos is THE top train. Ed) 

Engineering News (2008.07.28); State-owned South African rail and Logistics Company Transnet said on Friday it had amended CEO Maria Ramos' fixed contract, which would otherwise have expired in October, and said she had no immediate plans to leave. (THAT didn’t last long …. Ed.) "The revisions remove the fixed-term provisions in her contract of employment and include a new clause requiring her - or the Board - to give a notice period of the intention to terminate her employment with the Company," Transnet said in a statement. 

Woolworths Financial Services Sales Insight (August 2008); That the cover photo of this issue of the WFS was of double-headed 19D’s (3321 leading) has nothing whatsoever to do with Mrs. Ed’s role at the company!

Engineering News (2008.08.04); South African iron-ore producer Kumba Iron Ore and Transnet Freight Rail (TFR) on Friday announced in a joint media statement that the Sishen - Saldanha iron-ore export channel's capacity would be expanded from 47-million tons a year to 60-million tons a year, at a capital investment of R4-billion. This expansion would benefit the producer's Sishen South mine, to be developed in the Northern Cape. 

Engineering News (2008.08.10); A new state-of-the-art national operation centre (NOC) for the railways, which has been established by Transnet Freight Rail (TFR) in Parktown, Johannesburg, went live on Monday night after it was officially inaugurated by Public Enterprises Minister Alec Erwin. The facility, which is housed at TFR’s newly renovated head office of Inyanda House, has been modeled on operation centres run by railways companies such as Burlington Northern and Union Pacific, of the US, and will provide real-time visibility of all train movements across South Africa and the region.
Engineering News (2008.08.13); Freight logistics group Transnet, which was reportedly in the midst of challenging tender negotiations with Electromotive Diesel (EMD), of the US, for 212 diesel locomotives valued at more than R6-billion, had included an option to possibly extend that procurement to 400 new diesel locomotives. Writing in the State-owned group's 2008 annual report, released on Tuesday, CEO Maria Ramos said the tender process was well under way for the 212 diesel locomotives and that any enlargement would be pursued on the basis of a supportive business case

Cape Argus (September 2008); Your Ed. and one or two other reads got into a week long humorous sparing match with columnist David Biggs in his daily Tavern of the Seas column after he had raised the old chestnut of removing the line to Simon’s Town in favour of a nice new road. David being a Fishhoek resident and avid scooter rider (convenience, less pollution, traffic avoidance) one would have expected him to be avidly in favour of keeping and promoting greater use of the line.

Engineering News (2008.09.08); The Gauteng government will negotiate with the Bombela consortium - responsible for building the Gautrain rapid-rail link - to accelerate completion of the first phase of the project to May 27, 2010, says Gautrain Management Agency CEO, and Gauteng government Gautrain project leader Jack van der Merwe. This means the link between the OR Tambo Airport and the flagship Sandton station will be completed in time for the 2010 Soccer World Cup, with the remainder to be wrapped up in 2011.

Engineering News (2008.10.29); State freight logistics group Transnet foresaw no material constraint to it raising the R13-billion required to part fund its R21-billion capital programme for 2008/9, with CFO Chris Wells noting that half of the money had already been secured. He confirmed in an interview with Engineering News Online on Tuesday that the bulk of the funding would come from the domestic capital markets, which he said were still “liquid and deep”, despite an international market credit squeeze. The Domestic Medium Term Note, or DMTN, programme would remain the main source of funding, but the group had also set up an export credit agency umbrella facility to fund imports.

Engineering News (2008.11.10); Canadian rail and aerospace specialist Bombardier hopes to grow its current participation in the local rail sector, limited largely to the Gautrain project, as well as rolling stock refurbishment and the provision of spare parts. "We have a whole lot of ambition to participate in the South African rail industry," says Bombardier Transportation South Africa vice-president Dave Barry.
Engineering News (2008.11.24); Transnet CEO Maria Ramos will step down at the end of February after five years at the helm, the State transport utility announced on Friday. Banking group ABSA announced on Friday that Ramos would replace Steve Booysen as CEO as of March 1, 2009. Transnet, meanwhile, did not immediately name a successor, with chairperson Fred Phaswana saying only that, "in line with the board’s succession plans . . . the board will announce Ms Ramos’ successor at the appropriate time before she leaves". 

Engineering News (2008.11.29); State-owned Transnet Freight Rail (TFR) last week moved 1,4-million tons of coal for export through the Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal (RBCT) on its coal line, an improvement from the previous weekly average of around 1,3-million tons.

“If we can remain at 1,4-million tons a week until the end of the financial year, we will reach financial close in excess of 65-million tons for the year,” said TFR coal export line manager Bertie Maree, who explained that the efficiency was owing to quicker turnaround times and fewer incidents on the coal line, as well as higher availability of coal from mines at better turnaround times at RBCT.


The coal line has a capacity to transport 72-million tons a year although the actual tonnages transported through the export channel were less. This was owing to high rainfall in the beginning of the year, which meant that miners could not supply coal, as well as handling and infrastructure-related derailments along the coal line while disruptions because of the RBCT expansion were also a factor.


TFR was implementing its turnaround strategy, which would see the rail company spending some R12-billion on capital expenditure (capex), of which it was estimated about R7,2-billion had already been spent. Over 1 000 new wagons would be built under the new capex programme to accommodate increased tonnages. Transnet Rail Engineering had already started building the first 300 wagons, which would go into service in March 2009.New locomotives would also be procured, signalling systems would be improved and formation (the ground beneath the tracks like a foundation) would be reinforced.


With the RBCT having outlined plans to expand capacity to export 91-million tons a year of coal, this meant TFR would need to boost its capacity to transport the required amount of coal from the mines inland. The ten-year contract between TFR (formerly called Spoornet) and the coal mining industry players came to an end in 2004/5, and a new fixed contract was still in the process of being negotiated. In the interim, a fixed tariff was applied. A number of elements of the contract pricing were under discussion, some of the fixed elements worked into the pricing structure would be the distance to the RBCT and time taken to load wagons. This meant that if a coal-miner invested in efficient loading facilities and could load wagons quicker, a lower tariff would be paid. The average time to load a 100-wagon train was about 4,6 hours, including front-end loading, and slow-speed loading. With efficient loading facilities, such as the slow-speed mechanism found BHP Billiton’s Douglas colliery in Mpumalanga, a 100-wagon train could be loaded in 2,3 hours.


There are 28 200 wagon set trains in operation on the coal line at any given day. These trains are 2,4 km long, and carry some 16 800 t of coal. The seven major shareholders now making use of the coal line are, Anglo Coal, BHP Billiton, Xstrata, Sasol Mining, Total Coal, Exxaro and Kangra Coal.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

S P O O R N E T  /  M E T R O   S N I P P E T S


PREMIERE CLASSE

On 16 and 17 September 2008 there was a sneak preview of the Premiere Classe new route between Johannesburg and Durban to the travel industry and media, with functions in Johannesburg and Durban as well as a train trip for “stakeholders”. The Minister of Transport then officially launched this service during “Transport Month”, October.


The PC web site gives the fares and timetables for the new service;

Johannesburg
Dep 18h20 (Tue / Fri)

Durban

Arr 08h30 (Wed / Sat)

Durban

Dep 17h30 (Wed / Sun)

Johannesburg
Arr 06h30 (Thu / Mon)

· High-season fare (December / January)
R980 pp

· Standard fare 



R750 pp

By comparison the fares for the existing Johannesburg – Cape Town service are;

 

· High-season fare (December / January)
R2 250 pp

· Standard fare 



R1 730 pp

The Cape Town-Port Elizabeth PC service kicked off on 2008.12.05 and runs;

Cape Town
Dep 15h00 (Fri)

Oudtshoorn    Arr 07h12 (Sat)

Port Elizabeth
Arr 16h00 (Sat)

Port Elizabeth
Dep 08h45 (Sun)
Oudtshoorn    Arr 17h14 (Sun) 

Cape Town
Arr 09h20 (Mo)

· Introductory fare (Until further notice)
R1 250 pp

· Cape Town – Oudtshoorn fare

  R600 pp

Note that Shosholoza Meyl has changed the policy regarding children and those aged 10 years and older will pay full fare and children 9 and younger will pay 50%.


Contact details as follows: Santie Bekker - Cell number +27724322950 / Website: www.satravelbooking.co.za or www.satravelbooking.com
Email: info@satravelbooking.co.za 

At a recent meeting with PC attended by your Ed. their long-term plans also include looking at Port Elizabeth – Johannesburg as well as Maputo, Victoria Falls and possibly into Namibia.

ALICEDALE – GRAHAMSTOWN

This was, at least until recently, a Monday to Friday service, leaving Alicedale at 08h30 and arriving at Grahamstown at 10h15. The return leaves at 13h00 or 14h30 (this varies) with arrival back at Alicedale 2 hours later. A recent report states that game viewing is best in the afternoons and suggested that one leaves a car at Alicedale station, rides to Grahamstown and back with a stroll around the lovely university town – easily accessible from its station – to while away the stop-over time.

There were reports some weeks ago that Transnet was to withdraw the service owing to financial nonsustainability but we have yet to have this confirmed.

GEORGE – KNYSNA / GEORGE – MOSSEL BAY

The Western Cape Provincial Government has appointed consultants Arcus Gibb to look at the whole situation with regard to the current situation and potential for the two lines as rail tourism operations. Wide-ranging meetings have already been held with such diverse bodies as Transnet and Transnet Foundation, HRASA, local interest and pressure groups and public meetings have also been held in the region.

Whilst much comment along the lines of “Province to revive Outeniqua Choo Tjoe” (Cape Times 22.09.2008) and “Ander plan met bekende Suid-Kaapse stoomtrein” (Die Burger 22.09.2008) is floating around it is clear that the consultant’s mandate is not to simply to tell CWPG that they should go ahead and spend the near R100-million required for reinstating the Knysna line but to present a sound business plan based on a sustainable future for either or both the lines. Arcus Gibb are expecting to produce their preliminary report before the end of January 2009.

The scenario that most of the role players seem to be seeing as the least expensive / most likely to be sustainable is for the George – Mossel Bay service to continue to a modified schedule, for provision for George – Oudtshoorn trips to be made according to seasonal constraints and for some form of Knysna- Sedgefield or Knysna – Wilderness service to be provided. This last would, despite the emotionally charged calls for steam traction by some parties, be limited to power van or rail car operations.

DE AAR – KIMBERLEY – HOTAZEL & BELMONT – DOUGLAS 

Peter Odell reports that he recently bumped into Richard Jukes [just retiring head of TFR Northern Cape operating] who is, from around 05/2009, to be consultant on the upgrading of the Hotazel-De Aar section of the NC region. The 2 daily 100 truck/8000t ore trains from Sishen to PE must soon be increased to 4, and then 8 each way daily. Permission has been given to redouble a full 160km of the 224km line from Ronaldsvlei [old Beaconsfield South] to De Aar.

As for the Douglas branch upgrade, Jukes shared that Protekon are still waiting R12m outstanding from NC Government for the Douglas-Salt Lake section so far completed before embarking on the final 43km to Belmont. An earlier assumption that, with upgrading heavier trains and consequently less of them [currently roughly 1 daily] would be operated, however Richard says the demand from G W Kooperasie to move grain out of Douglas is such that 2 airbrakes daily will be run and the currently disused loop at Salt Lake will not only become operational again, but will also be lengthened.
CAPE TOWN – EAST LONDON

The 25 September 2008 issue of "Blits", MetroRail Western Cape's free commuter newspaper, carried an article on the Shosholoza Meyl service between Cape Town and East London. Until recently running only once a week, this service, routed via Beaufort West, De Aar, Noupoort and Queenstown, now runs twice a week due to the increased patronage on the train. Cape Town departures are on Sundays and Thursdays at 10h25. The November / December “high season” will see the train run daily.
CAPE TOWN

Cape Town station – along with as many as 20 MetroRail stations in the Western Cape (Salt River, Simon’s Town, Woodstock, Wynburg etc.) – is to undergo “redevelopment” in the next 12–18 months. The plans that have been presented to various public meetings are not as extensive or far-reaching as some of those previously published and Expressions Of Interest (EOI) documents are being called for.

Similar tenders and/or EOI documents have been issued for the Pretoria and Johannesburg areas.

TRANSNET ASSET SALES

Transnet continues to sell off assets and demolish buildings on its property. Some recent tenders called for have been;

190/2/76/2008 Purchase and removal from Transnet. Redundant Parachute tank, Dewetsdorp
190/2/79/2008 Purchase, demolish & removal of materials (Debris) of the building. Virginia.
190/2/80/2008 Purchase, demolish & removal of goods shed at the station. Thabanchu.
190/2/81/2008 Purchase, demolish & remove materials of the building. Marseilles station.

190/2/55/2008 Purchase of redundant scrap Class 32-000 diesel locomotives. Danskraal
190/2/56/2008 Purchase of redundant scrap NG wagons at various locations

190/2/51/2008 Purchase and dismantle redundant coal stage, Millsite

190/2/71/2008 Purchase and cut up electric locomotives. Pyramid South

Also published have been several tenders for the cutting up and removal of derailed wagons and one electric locomotive at Marseilles, Bloemfontein and Pietermaritzburg. In all cases preference will be given to BBBEE companies with status level 5 and above.
BRANCH LINES

On 18th June Transnet placed newspaper advertisements calling for “Expression of Interest” in the “use of branch lines at various areas nationally currently not being used / closed”. The lines involved are;

	Eastern Cape
	Port Alfred-Grahamstown
	Barkley Bridge-Alexandria
	Middelburg-Rosmead

	
	Cookhouse-Somerset East 
	Sterkstroom-Maclear 
	Schoombee-Hofmeyer

	
	Aliwal North-Barkley East 
	
	

	Free State
	Theunissen-Winburg
	Springfontein-Koffiefontein
	Wolwehoek-Gottenburg

	
	Dover-Vredefort
	Sannaspos-Zastron
	Aliwal North-Zastron

	KwaZulu Natal
	Cedara-Hilton
	Gingindlovu-Eshowe
	Merrivale-Howick  

	
	Port Shepstone-Harding
	Volksrust-Charlestown
	Pentrich-Mkondeni

	Limpopo
	Naboomspruit-Zebediela 
	Pienaarsrivier-Marble Hall
	

	Northern Cape
	Kootjieskolk-Sakrivier 
	Calvinia-Kootjieskolk-Hutchinson 
	

	Western Cape
	Calitzdorp -Oudtshoorn
	De Doorns-Matroosburg
	Wolseley-Ceres-PA Hamlet



Interestingly, the Magaliesburg-Hercules and Paarl-Franschhoek lines are not on the list – perhaps they’ve forgotten that they exist?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A doctor was addressing a large audience, and told them: 'the material we put into our stomach is enough to have killed most of us sitting here, years ago. Red meat is awful. Soft drinks corrode your stomach lining. Chinese food is loaded with MSG. High fat diets can be disastrous, and none of us realizes the long-term harm caused by the germs in our drinking water. But there is one thing that is the most dangerous of all, and we all have eaten, or will eat. Would anyone care to guess what food causes the most grief and suffering for years after eating it?   

After several seconds of quiet, a small 75-year-old man in the front row, raised his hand and said, 'Wedding Cake?'
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

B I T S   A N D   P I E C E S

ATLANTIC RAIL

Ian Pretorius’ train had its first full public run on Heritage day, 24 September and reported as follows;

Atlantic Rail had a very successful steam trip to Simon’s Town behind Class 24 No. 3655 today. A crew of two drivers, Frikkie Gerber and Peter Odell, provided passengers with an exceptional experience. Not only was it the train that was exciting but we counted at least 15 whales in the various bays doing “blows” and tail ups. We would like to thank the Simon’s Town Fire Brigade for providing loco water and Rikki's Taxis for providing a shuttle service to run passengers to and from the town centre.


Many old faces appeared and many new ones and everyone that we have spoken to had a wonderful day. While at Simon’s Town one of our passengers came up to me and said that he had just spoken to Piet Steenkamp on his cell phone. They were on a Reefsteamers outing to Magaliesburg with a GMA/M and both Piet and Stitch Versteeg sent their regards to us. He also mentioned that Friends of the Rail had a train to Cullinan today. Possibly Umgeni and the other KZN operators also had a train that I was not aware of.


All I can say is "bravo private preserved steam in South Africa - keep on steaming!"

Ian

Die Burger gave Atlantic a nice write-up in the following day’s edition complete with a colour photo of Class 24 3655 and its train as it passed Sunny Cove on the outward leg of the trip.

Atlantic Rail then ran into a few minor issues with regard to RSR compliance but this was sorted out fairly promptly, only for him to be notified that the wrong people at the network owner had signed their SARCC/Metro Access Agreement! Ian currently awaits for the right people to get around to affixing their moniker. Once that happens they will be able to publish and promote a sustainable future programme of trips to Simon’s Town, Stellenbosch (for Spier Wine Estate) and their Sunset runs.

BLAAUWATER RAIL:

Report dated 2008.09.24 from former CREA member Andrew Gladwin;

Just got back from the Karoo and had the privilege of riding the first commercial operation of the new Blaauwater railway which is trying to revive the classic Lootsberg pass route. The operators are relatives of mine, and I have close family connections to that area (but no personal commercial interest!).


They have done amazing things to the stretch from Blaauwater siding to the top of the pass at Lootsberg, including signposting a number of locations and keeping the track in good condition. They have an enclosed inspection trolley as well as an open-air one - given the freezing (but clear) weather; the enclosed one was the clear option for the day. They are stored in small new shed at Blaauwater siding,  which is in excellent condition, with the waiting room and storage area all repainted.


The train goes to the top of the pass at Lootsberg siding, where the trolley turns around, and then goes down about 3 kms from the top, where a small hut and picnic area have been built and the party can 
have refreshments. The whole trip takes about 2 hours (about 35 actual train time each way).


The coaches at the top of Lootsberg have been cut up a few months ago, apparently by Japanese interests, who outbid any efforts to preserve the coaches (They had, in fact long since passed the stage where anyone was likely to make a serious effort to save and preserve them. Ed.)


The track is in good condition beyond Blaauwater south to Bethesda Road (where all the station buildings have now been razed). The operators have taken the train north to Rooihoogte and south to Koloniesplaas but these sections need work now. Ultimately he would like to take the trolley into the scenic Sundays River valley south of Koloniesplaas

I hope many of you can support this initiative on one of the classic train routes in South Africa - there is some tourist traffic in the Graaff-Reinet & Niue Bethesda area now so hopefully some of these will be able to take this trip. The cost is R500 per trip and the enclosed trolley can take 9 people. Contact Charles/Justin Kingwill at 049 841 1350 or 082 573 0827, e-mail kuducottage@wam.co.za.

You can see some pics at http://www.new.facebook.com/album.php?aid=60676&l=8fa3d&id=619305738 (you don't need to be a Facebook member to see them)

BOSVELD SAFARIS 

The latest news release from Bosveld reads;

Good day to all our train friends we hope we find you well.  Attached please find our shortened current Programme for 2009 and you will note that this is a rather comprehensive programme, and we plan to offer you even more!  The constant rises in fuel prices and accommodation tariffs eventuated in the growing popularity of train holidays, and we had to put in extra effort to offer you a better holiday. 

Luckily we only make use of tried and trusted train and tour operators with more than the necessary experience, to ensure you have a better holiday.  Please note that the Namibian tours are VERY popular and we already do bookings on them thus I would suggest that you book as soon as possible if you want to go. With more than 89.000 potential holidaymakers interested in train travel, and only approximately 3.000 berths available throughout the SA Holiday Train Market on current planning, we expect a very busy year. 
The demand from overseas holidaymakers is on the increase daily, as well... and we have limited trains available. Book early.  Please ask for the itineraries of any of the tours you are interested in and we will forward it to you immediately.    We hope to hear from you soon!
  

Ria Zietsman

BOSVELD SAFARIS

P.O. Box 1391

Warmbaths 0480
e-mail 

ziets2@telkomsa.net
Interested CREA members can get the dates from your Ed.

GEOFF’S TRAIN TOURS (Geoff Cooke - Phone 01562 632000 or www.geoffs-trains.com)

Geoff reports; “The 2008 tour having been a great success and a credit to all of the service suppliers we worked with, particularly Sandstone, Paton’s' Country Railway and the Apple Express. Some results of the 2008 tour can be seen at: http://www.geoffs-trains.com/reportsang08.html and: http://geoff-cooke.fotopic.net/c1516461.html

Information on the 2009 tour can be found at: http://www.geoffs-trains.com/SANGtour.html. Prices were finalised a few days ago, and bookings can now be taken. Interest is strong, and I would advise anyone interested to contact me soon. For those who have already done so, more information is on the way.”

FRIENDS OF THE RAIL

FotR have ended the year in fine style by being able to add another runner to their steam fleet. Class 15F 3117 was recently passed and certified as fully operational. The Pretoria operator still has four runs scheduled before shutting down for a well-earned Festive Season rest (see Calendar section below).

Bookings – Arno Victor at 012 5484090

GAUTRAIN

According to the official web-site:-

Following a specialised construction and assembly process in a UK workshop, Gautrain's first 15 rail cars are finally starting to take the long journey home. (Finally? Home? Give that man a PR hyperbole medal! Ed.) 

The first shipment of two completed rail cars will arrive in Durban on 29 November (Terry Hutson reports that they arrived on 2008.12.02 on board the German ship ”Green Cape”. Ed.). After carefully off-loading each rail car, which measures 21 metres in length and weighs 46 tonnes, it will be transported as an abnormal load by road from Durban Harbour to Gautrain's train depot near Midrand.


The Gautrain rail fleet will total 96 rail cars, which will be operated as four-car train sets. 15 of the rail cars including all 10-airport rail cars are being manufactured and completed at Bombardier Transportation's world-class workshop in Derby, UK.  Once completed, each rail car is loaded onto a trailer and transported in twos by road from the Derby workshop to Immingham harbour on the east coast of the English midlands and then by sea to Antwerp. From Antwerp the cargo travels by sea to Durban and then by road to its final destination at the Gautrain train stabling and maintenance depot in Midrand.  In Midrand, each rail car will undergo extensive quality and safety testing, including 3 000km of test running in the standard four-car train set configuration on the Gautrain test track. The body shells and some of the major components for the remaining 81 rail cars are simultaneously being "flat packed" into crates and shipped to South Africa for local assembly and completion by Union Carriage and Wagon Partnership in Nigel. Branded in Gautrain's distinctive golden colour, the renowned Bombardier Electrostar series has been customised to meet South African requirements. The next shipment containing a further two completed rail cars is expected to arrive in Durban on 8 December.

HERITAGE RAILWAY ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

The HRASA held its 2008 AGM in August and its 2008/9 Board of Directors was confirmed as;

Bruce Brinkman

BNM (Treasurer)

Mike du Plooy

Reefsteamers

Anton Gerber

Port Elizabeth Apple Express

Jamie Hart

Elgin Valley railway

Chris Janisch

Friends of the Rail (Vice Chair)

Ashley Peter

Umgeni Steam Railway

Ian Pretorius

Atlantic Rail

Mark Robinson

CREA (Chair)

Nerina Skuy

Skuys Communication (Secretary)

Kevin Wilson-Smith
Individual member (RSR liaison)

KEI RAIL

The passenger service between East London and Mthatha, which currently carries an average of 240 passengers to Mthatha on the Friday evening service and 260 to East London (what happens to the 20 who each week don’t travel back to Mthatha? Ed.) on the Sunday return trip, will very soon be extended to a daily service. At a one-way fare of R30 this is a very cheap form of travel – the taxi fare for the run is around R80 and might be slightly more risky!

PORT ELIZABETH APPLE EXPRESS

This trip was actually the launch of regular weekend trips once a month until summer. The next trip is 25-27 July to Patensie, followed by 22-24 August to Assegaaibos and 26-28 September to Patensie. There will also be a special train for the Naartjie Festival - date will be confirmed next week. There are day trips to Loerie Station on the Sundays that there is no weekend trip. If you require any further information, such as schedules, prices, accommodation, etc please email me at info@skuys.co.za. Nerina Skuy.

Subsequent to this trip, a special steam-hauled train ran on Friday 05.12.2008 from Port Elizabeth to Loerie for dignitaries and politicians 
REEFSTEAMERS:

Reefsteamers very detailed and comprehensive web site hit a hiccup recently. Their man Lee Gates reports:
 
The Reefsteamers Website is back up with a simpler, cleaner new look.  All the navigation has been put into the top menu with drop downs for the less frequently accessed sections.
 
It needs tweaking and adjustments, but has been optimised for clean printing. and to allow for expansion for graphical links to sponsors, Friends of Reefsteamers and preservation related links. (The grey area on the RHS and the footer bar.)  The random photos are now more of a feature too.   I also plan to investigate putting a calendar up on the right hand side.  However, the RS website is about content and not about gadgets and trying to be clever with code.
 
I don’t apologize for it taking so long as Craig Gibson and myself are both very busy with our day jobs and with overtime hours.  Both our companies are trying to release products and networking services for the end of year.   Craig has a family, and I’m active at the depot.  Background worker Craig has provided most of the technical expertise in the web migration and on behalf of Reefsteamers, I will thank him publicly.
 
There will be a number of broken links and missing graphics on some sub pages, and there is a problem with the text encoding in the Depot Reports.  Craig and I will be fixing these gradually as we have time to spare from our day jobs  Experiments have been done off-line with corrective scripts but there is a great risk of actually damaging more than we fix – so we’re going to have do the job manually..  If you find a broken link or a missing graphic, please feel free to email me and I can fix it that evening.
 
The Trips and Bookings page is a bit of a mess and the maps are missing.  I have booked my entire Sunday to fix this page and the links hereto, as well as updating it for 2009 with details supplied from our Bookings Manager, Les Smith.  I have replaced my rather dicky modem with a new hi-speed (supposedly !) MTN modem (E270) and now have better connectivity from home.
 
We will eventually have a menu down the side so the navigation links display on every page – but the concept of having a single menu on top means the pages will print out with less repetitive printing of the menu structure.
 
In terms of articles, there will no depot reports until January, as I had said previously although I might put a photo essay up.  I am working on the Cherry Festival report but am bogged down with late nights and after hours testing work.  Over the December break, my goal is to rebuild the ‘Our Locomotives’ page with 8 clickable graphics of our 5 restored locomotives, the two running Sandstone Locomotives and of course, the often forgotten little green critter.  Each locomotives section will have the stats, various photos, the RS history and then links to individual depot reports for the work that was done on each engine.  I have been building up a selection of photos that emphasize the unique features of each engine, like the side-by-side injectors of the 25NC, or the winged draft deflecting firebox doors of the mechanically stoked 15F.
 
The existing ‘Catching the Falling Stars’ article , the Coach Brochures and Safety posters are also to go up.  Any volunteers out there for web site work?
 
All the original articles up to mid-November 2008 are still available with the exception of the 20076 \ 2007 photo galleries of the Dave Rodgers Tour.
 
One final note; The Reefsteamers.co.za address actually redirects to Reefsteamers.co.za/joomla15/ If you have made a short cut or a favourite to our original home page, it will no longer work.  You need to type www.reefsteamers.co.za in your browser search box, let your web browser resolve the redirection script and then use the new home page’s address (URL) for your new shortcut or favourite.  The same applies to shortcuts to pages within our site. Any questions or queries, don’t hesitate to ask!

The Germiston group has recently completed another successful Cherry Festival operation with 25NC 3472 and 15F 3052 serving as motive power. 3052 owner, wildlife and train artist David Shepherd was amongst those travelling this year.
 
ROVOS RAIL:
Some months back a fire at Rovos took out a number of passenger accommodation vehicles, 2 Staff cars, I Guards Van, Kitchen Car 3220, Lounge Car 3215 but worst of all beautiful Dining Car 195

In the meantime the RVR steam team under Wolf Mensing have returned Class 25NC No 3533 to operational condition, with the engine having her first run on a Rovos rail train, double heading with sister 25NC 3442 on the 24th September public holiday – appropriately Heritage Day – to bring a train in from Irene as the TFR units had failed. Next up on the Rovos 25NC “production line” should be 3440.

SANDSTONE HERITAGE TRUST;

(We got all excited by this early November report – you can never put it past SHT to be innovative! Ed.)

Lawley fuel switch project first in SA to receive carbon credits 
The Lawley fuel switch project was South Africa’s first Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) project to receive carbon credits from the United Nations (UN). In June, Corobrik, which is the company responsible for the project, was awarded Certificates of Carbon Emissions Reductions (CERs) under the auspices of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE SAFARI TOURS (David C Rodgers):

SLST is working with Reefsteamers to put together a steam tour for May 2009. While this is likely to be shorter than the traditional 15-day tour – probably being a 10 or 11-day event – that this sort of tour can still find a place on the local preservation calendar is certainly to be welcomed by all enthusiasts.

STEAMNET2000

With some assistance from Rovos Rail technical people, the Kimberley group are moving towards having one of their 25NC’s in operational order by the early part of 2009

MOCAMBIQUE

The Northern Development Corridor (CDN), the private led consortium that manages the northern Mozambican port of Nacala and the Nacala-Malawi railway, will be an entirely Mozambican company as from this month, according to CDN director Fernando Couto; "As from August, CDN will be 100 per cent Mozambican, since the foreign partners are finalising their withdrawal", said Couto. These partners are two United States companies, Edlows Resources and the American Railroad Corporation.


Couto said that the American companies have sold their shares in CDN to the Mozambican group INSITEC, and to the bank closely linked to INSITEC, the BCI (Commercial and Investment Bank – currently the country’s second largest commercial bank). The new shareholders are promising to fund CDN's various development projects. "This is a stage that represents a great responsibility for all of us, investors, managers and workers of the Northern Development Corridor", Couto told AIM.


Among CDN's priority actions is to increase the wages of its 558 workers. Couto said this would involve extra expenditure of around eight million meticais (335,000 US dollars) a year. CDN was granted a 15-year lease on the port and railway – but the performance of the railway component was so disappointing that the government even considered canceling the lease


The government complained of closure of stations along the line, the deactivation of the system of communicating with moving trains, and the reduced time for stops at stations, which did not allow passengers to get on and off the trains safely These problems were solved – but the biggest headache of all remains. CDN has failed to rehabilitate the branch line from Cuamba to Lichinga, capital of the northernmost province of Niassa, and there is still no regular train service to Lichinga. Once the railway was the lifeline for Lichinga, and for much of central and northern Niassa, bringing fuel and basic consumer goods. Without a regular train service, Niassa businesses have to rely on the roads, leading to sharp prices rises for consumers. 

NAMIBIA

Namibia's Walvis Bay Corridor Group will invest $100-million over three to five years to expand Walvis Bay port to handle growing cargo from copper mines in Zambia and the Congo, a company official said on Friday. Johnny Smith, business development executive at Walvis Bay Corridor, said the port has been handling more cargo of late and can easily be expanded to meet the mines requirements. An extensive expansion of TransNamib’s rail infrastructure will be part of the expansion envisaged. (Engineer News 2008.12.08)
ZIMBABWE

VICTORIA FALLS STEAM TRAIN COMPANY www.steamtraincompany.com
Phil Steel writes;

Dear Mark
Thought you might find this interesting and hopefully useful for giving our Rail Tourism a good boost?

 Victoria Falls Steam Train Co have just been awarded the 6th position out of 15 in "The Worlds Most Spectacular Sundowner Spots" as listed in the latest British Airways Horizons Magazine.  The top spot went to Greek Islands (Kastro Santorini) then Zanzibar (Dhow Safari), Grand Canyon (El Tovar Hotel), Serengeti (Migration Camp), Norway (Grotten Bar) Victoria Falls (The Bridge Run)!
 

We are very chuffed. (Am I sure you are – and deservedly so to. Well done. Ed).
Cheers, Phil
OTHER ZIMBAWBE REPORTS

2008.08.08 (Chas Rickwood report)
Have recently returned to Bulawayo from UK...I was away two months. Managed to get down to the steam shed n Wednesday and three locos were in steam, ie:-


424 - had come in from the WE shunt

416 - in steam on shed - had been doing the LOCO turn

611 - still out on the NG


16A # 612 is still in the retube position in the P15 and not much down on her since I went away...Understandable as NRZ are down to a handful of fitters to look after the remaining steam and the diesels. Fitters have recently being going to Australia so the First World continues to rob a third world country of its trained human resources
Today (Friday) a charter train was rostered to leave Bulawayo for Plumtree at 1000hrs< i went down to the station shortly before scheduled departure but no loco in evidence. The train was carrying approx 300 children who are attending a religious camp in Plumtree over the upcoming weekend. DE 11 # 2105 was rostered but I had to leave at 1030hrs...still no loco. The train was supposed to precede the Francistown passenger train due to leave at 1100hrs. This train was marshalled on the adjacent platform with twin diner 666/667 in front of the usual rake of blue coaches. I am awaiting a report from our Plumtree correspondent (Geof Calvert) as to what transpired at that end. The charter train comprised a K truck at the head (for PX baggage), 3 Economy coaches (borrowed from the commuter trains), 2 x Museum 1st class saloons, 1 x Museum 2nd Class with Museum composite van # 2602 at the rear. Overnight trains from Vic Falls and Harare were running late and neither had arrived by
1030 hrs. 16A # 611 was simmering in the station precincts.


(Following report was passed on to Chas Rickwood by a friend whose daughter works for Shearwater in the Falls)


Please tell Chas R I had dinner on the Shongololo Train, its an old Rhodesian Railways train, from Byo that a south African company is running from Cape Town to here and back, and they have been sitting in the falls for a few days, doing Shearwater activities and I met the one guy who's runs it and he invited me to join them for dinner last night, which was divine, the glass window panes still have RR on then, wooden cladding etc inside the passages, and it is done up really smartly, so had a great time wining and dining on it.

2008.08.31 (Chas Rickwood report)
I was surprised to see that it was 2007 when I last reported on the allocation of locomotives – as 2007.10.31 to be precise. Anyway, I managed to get hold of an update during the week and the following is the steam element of the report as at 2008.07.08. As previously, the following list is full of anomalies – any comments/questions always welcomed.

In Service

14A

(2)
519 + 525

15

(4)
395 + 414 + 416 + 424

16A

(2)
611 + 613

Stabled OOU at Steam Sheds

14A

(5)
510 + 514 + 515 + 517 + 522

15

(9)
386 + 371 + 394 + 400 + 406 + 410 + 417 + 421 + 422

16A

(6)
601 + 604 + 605 + 608 + 610 + 612

Mothballed
14/14A
(3)
521 + 502 + 514

15

(3)
377 + 382 + 385

Museum
14/14A
(2)
505 + 518

15

(7)
376 + 301 + 391 + 402 + 407 + 418 + 420

16A

(2)
603 + 607

Awaiting Museum
20

(1)
 726 (742)

Scrapped
14/14A
(2)
501 + 524

15

(2)
350 + 383

20

(1)
744
Proposed for scrap
16

(2)
616 (627) + 617 (634

2008.11.29 (Report from The Herald)

50 injured as train derails - Herald Reporter


FIFTY people were injured when three coaches of a passenger train from Bulawayo derailed near Snake Park yesterday afternoon. The train, which left Bulawayo at midnight on Thursday, had 1 000 passengers on board.


A woman was still lying injured at the scene several hours after the accident because she did not have the US$100 demanded by some private ambulances. The majority had been ferried to different hospitals in Harare.


A goods train derailed at the same spot a few days ago and part of its wreckage is yet to be removed.” It happened at 12:45pm. About 50 people were injured. The train, travelling from Bulawayo to Harare, was carrying about 1 000 passengers," Police Officer Commanding Harare South Chief Superintendent Alex Chagwedera said. He further stated that it was too early to establish the cause of the derailment. "They (National Railways of Zimbabwe) are still investigating. We came here to support them."


NRZ spokesperson Mr. Fanuel Masikati also said it was too early to establish the cause of the derailment.” We are investigating the cause of the accident. We want to thank God there were no deaths," he said. NRZ was forced to cancel last night's train from Harare to Bulawayo as a result of the derailment. "Tonight's (yesterday's) train from Harare to Bulawayo has been cancelled, but the Bulawayo-Harare train will run as normal. We will make arrangements to ferry our customers from the scene of derailment (Snake Park) to their respective destinations," Mr Masikati said. He would not confirm claims by people living near Snake Park that a goods train that derailed last week had damaged part of the railway line, leading to yesterday's derailment. Mr Masikati said NRZ had embarked on a programme to refurbish the rail track, some of which dated back to the beginning of the century.

INTERNATIONAL

For the first time in some 30 years, Europe is to see the introduction of a new luxury train service. Under the banner of The Danube Express the new train is aimed squarely at the Orient Express market and boasts much more modern accommodation than the 80-yaer old OE offers. The new train will operate between Brussels and Istanbul, but also taking in some side excursions on branch lines in Poland, Bulgaria etc. All yours for a starting fare of around £1 500 (R23 000) – don’t all rush …… More at www.dunube-express.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Want a cheap personal phone and address book?

Just take your phone directory and cross out all the people you don’t know!

C R E A   C R U M B S

 

Greetings for recent or up-coming birthdays go to CREA members, friends and associates;

August:– 
Mike du Plooy, Bruce Brinkman, Jean Dulez, Peter Cooper

September:- 
Frank Weighill, Mark Robinson, Janette Tibbits, Bill Longley-Cook, Malcolm Ridgard, Ian Scholes.

October:- 
Bernard de Maid, Bryan Brinkman

November:-
Ian Pretorius, Jenny Pretorius, Wolf Mensing, Rob Tibbits, Keith Robertson

December:-
David Hicks, Wilfred Mole, Jo Neethling, Dick Manton, Allen Jorgensen, Helen Yates

January:-
Eivand Thesen, Owen Carew, Mavis Ridgard, Zaeemah Robinson, Fred Reiger, Alex Thompson, 

Geoff Pethick, Eddie van der Wielen, Nathan Berelowitz

We also, belatedly, congratulate Brian Murison on his marriage to Laura earlier this year.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

On the sick list have been Pat Worman, who managed to have himself a heart attack that put him in hospital for a triple by-pass operation. This was successfully undertaken and Pat is now home recuperating, but not without having a second 8-day sojourn at Vincent Palotti before getting a full “roadworthy.

Your Ed. also went to hospital for a two-part eye operation, the more serious part of which was completely successful although the other bit was not and may have to be re-done. Having basically recovered from that, Ed. then went down with kidney problems. And then there is the CFS ….. ! Ah, the joys of aging! 

Founder member of CREA, Norman Schluter has seen the inside of No.1 Military Hospital no less than 8 times in 4 months and is in that facility as this is written with bronchial pneumonia being the main problem.

Eddie van der Wielen is still in the frail care facility near his Franschhoek home and his condition seems to have stabilized, although he is not well enough to go home for more than a few hours at a time.

I am sure that all members and associates will wish these and any others in our fraternity who may be not in the best of health a speedy and complete recovery.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

What are the chances – two married couples, members of CREA, one from Cape Town and the other from the UK both traveled on the slightly out of way California Western Railroad within one week of one another recently. Greg and Francis Smith from Cape Town and Rob and Janette Tibbits from York included the steam-hauled former logging line on their respective tours of the USA and rode what is colloquially known as The Skunk, with Rob managing a footplate ride on the loco.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

An Australian tour guide was showing a group of American tourists the Top End on their way to Kakadu. He was describing the abilities of the Australian Aborigine to track man or beast over land, through the air, under the sea. The Americans were incredulous. 

Then later in the day, the tour rounded a bend on the highway and discovered, lying in the middle of the road, an Aborigine. He had one ear pressed to the white line whilst his left leg was held high in the air. The tour stopped and the guide and the tourists gathered around the prostrate Aborigine. "Jacky," said the tour guide, "what are you tracking and what are you listening for?" The aborigine replied, "Down the road about 25 miles is a 1971 Valiant Ute (pickup). It's red. The left front tyre is bald. The front end is out of whack and it has dents in every panel. There are 9 blackfellas in the back, all drinking warm sherry. There are 3 kangaroos on the roof rack and 6 dogs on the front seat." The American tourists moved forward, astounded by this precise and detailed knowledge. "Hell man, how do you know all that?" asked one.


The Aborigine replied, "Because I fell off the darned thing about half an hour ago!"

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOOKS, CALENDARS, VIDEOS & THE INTERNET

 

DVD REVIEW

STEAM TRAINS OF SOUTH AFRICA
The reviewer has recently been asked to report on samples from this 15 disc series, put together from the extensive film library of the late Tom Stanton, for both the CREA newsletter and SA Rail, and as such have received two examples to comment on.

Over the past dozen or more years the railway enthusiast community in South Africa has become used to the high-quality output of professional and semi-professional video, and more recently, DVD production companies. High resolution, bright colours, pitch perfect sound tracks and carefully researched and presented commentary largely from the preservation era have become the norm.

These DVD’s have little of the above, perhaps to their advantage!

Having said that, the clarity, colours and sound is still remarkable good for 30+-year-old Super 8 film transferred to DVD. This is real steam, dirty and grimy at times but the real deal. Steam locos in their everyday environments and operations of the period.

Certainly the CREA members who have now watch these examples at a society meeting support my view that these discs are a worthwhile addition to any South African rail-orientate enthusiast’s collection. Compared with a couple of video tapes that we have from an earlier issue of some of Tom’s material it would appear that some judicious editing has been undertaken and our only negative comment would be on the absence of much information on shot location, ‘though the average enthusiast will probably have enough knowledge for this not to be a big issue.

For more information I refer you to Richard Gilliatt at steamtrainfan@gfisp.co.za or have a look at the web site at www.locos.co.za, which also provides an ordering service, with a donation towards rail preservation going to Reefsteamers and Friends of the Rail from each sale.

MAR

As an extension to the above report, Richard Gillatt writes;

Now for the good news. Our latest release is: STEAM SPECIALS - DISC NUMBER 11 (which makes the total number of DVD’s now available 20. Ed).


This DVD contains a nice selection of locomotives in 10 segments making up a 119-minute disc and including:

May 1974: HTA's Rufe Naylor Express. We follow 15CB number 2060 between Johannesburg and Witbank. This is one of Tom’s first movie attempts. Sound but no commentary. 10 mins.


Oct 1975: HTA's 150th Anniversary of 15F. We follow Class 15F number 2929 named Sally between Johannesburg and Grootvlei. Sound but no commentary. 8 mins.


Oct 1976: Goodbye Big Bill: HTA's last run of Class 15CB between Johannesburg and Potchefstroom. Tom rode this train so we a few scenes at stations where the train stopped. 8 mins.


May 1978: Last Run of the Drakensberg: We follow the Drakensberg between De Aar and Kimberley with  16E 858 + 15E 2878 on the collar. From Kimberley to Bloemfontein she has 15F 2958 up front. 9 mins.

Sep 1979: An HTA special between Waterval Boven and Nelspruit and return behind GMAM  4088. 6 mins.


Dec 1985: Coalfields Flyer. We follow this RSSA special from Delmas to Witbank behind Class 16DA Theodora. From here visit the various mines and see various locomotives, including DUBS A and 3BR, in action between Witbank and Landau Collieries. 16 mins.


Sep 1990: Rovos Rail: This section is of Rovos Rail between Nelspruit and Graskop and return. I have taken the liberty of combining two trips into one, featuring Rovos Rails 19D Class numbers 3334 and 2072 to make this a nice roundabout trip. 26 mins.

SPECIAL OFFER FROM NOW UNTIL 31.12.08

In order to help make your holidays even happier and fill those gaps on your present list we have reduced the price on all our DVD's by as much as 39%. For the above period all our DVD's will be R180.00 except for those that are already listed at below this crazy price. In other words, all the DVD's listed at a lower price than R180.00 on our website stay at that same low price. All prices include registered postage, packaging and the R50.00 per DVD donation to steam clubs. In effect this means you are only paying R130.00 per DVD plus making a donation of R50.00 to steam preservation


EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER FROM NOW UNTIL 31.12.08.

Plus, to make your holidays even more enjoyable, we are offering a "Buy 3 Get 4" package for the above period. Buy any three DVD's at R180.00 and choose any other one for free. With this package you are only paying R85.00 per DVD plus making a donation of R200.00 (4 x R50.00) to steam preservation in South Africa. For overseas buyers we have also reduced our prices to one low price of 14 pounds sterling per DVD, which includes registered P & P and donation, and the "Buy 3 at 14 pounds and Get 4" also applies.


For further information please feel free to contact me off list or visit our website www.locos.co.za
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Bathtub Test


During a visit to the mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director how do you determine whether or not a patient should be institutionalized.


'Well,' said the Director, 'we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask him or her to empty the bathtub.'


'Oh, I understand,' said the visitor 'A normal person would use the bucket because it's bigger than the spoon or the teacup.'


'No' said the Director, 'A normal person would pull the plug. Do you want a bed near the window?'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOOK REVIEWS
The latter part of 2008 has seen a sudden flurry of new books on rail in the southern reaches of Africa appearing on bookshelves. Two of these are briefly reviewed below;

STEAM PASSION

It is some time now since we have seen the likes of this type of steam photography book covering the local scene and his is a pretty good effort from author / photographer Paul Hloben.

A limited edition (1 000 copies) 160-page hard cover tomb with colour and black & white photos published – to an impressive standard – by local company Rexxon (ISBN 978 0 620 39106 1) in upright A4 format this is a publication worthy of inclusion in any enthusiasts collection, and at only R260 a very reasonably priced one too

Whilst primarily a photographic essay using mainly his own work – but also examples from the likes of Jean Dulez, Mike Wright, Graham McWilliams, Rovos Rail and others – the author has split up the material presented into bite-sized bits with chapters on World History In Brief, SA Railways and Loco Development, Preservation (with separate coverage of 10 preservation operations), The Iron Horse and so forth.

Whilst most of the illustrations are from the preservation era there is a smattering of “period” shots, both colour and b& w, some of local industrial steam at work and a selection of workshop and human-involvement photos all complemented by some simple but good advice on how to get the best out of opportunities to video or photograph steam.

A Reefsteamers stalwart the author and the reviewer have met on several occasions and stood next to one another when a couple of the images were captured and you may consider my hat doffed to him for his efforts and enterprise. Yes, if you look carefully there are the odd typographical error and misquoted facts, but all in all, this new publication is a fine effort.

MAR

STEAM TRAIN ROMANCE

This, the very latest addition to the shelves is sub-titled “Memorable Journeys in Central and Southern Africa 1890-1947” and is the work of well-known author of historic books and brochures, Mike Walker.

With the kind permission of the Cape Western Railway Society, the custodians of the material, Mike has been able to use and illustrate this A5 paperbacked 144-page book with extracts from the amazing Croxton Collection to build up his story presented in 7 chapters, each telling the story of a journey or journeys and titled as follows;

1 The Matadi-Leopoldville (Kinshasa) Railway of the Belgian Congo 1900

2 The Benguela Railway Angola 1947

3 The Military Railway of Deutsch-Süd-Wes-Afrika (Namibia) 1897-1902

4 Cape Town to the Victoria Falls 1904 and on to Broken Hill 1904

5 Kruger’s Railway – Pretoria to Lourenço Marques

Beira – the start of two historical railway journeys

6 Journey one – the Umtali (Mutare) line 1894-1898

7 Journey two – Beira to Blantyre 1935

There is no attempt to “modernise” either the references used (except to give the modern version of place names in brackets in some instances), and equally there is no attempt to provide modern illustrations, those presented being those of the day, black and white and of varying clarity.

The author is probably best known to rail enthusiasts for his work as co-author, with the late David Rhind, of Historical Railway Postcard Journeys in Southern Africa, much of his other work being centered on the history of False Bay and the towns along its shores – which always have strong reference to the railway system included.

An appendix to the main work carries reference, descriptions and colour illustration of a sample of the many postage stamps that have been issued over the years by various countries in the region and, in some cases photographs alongside of the scenes depicted by the artist responsible for the stamp design. The ZAR (Waterval Boven tunnel),  Southern Rhodesia (Victoria Falls), Mocambique, Rhodesia again (the well-known Lawley loco stamp of 1969) , Zambia (Kafue Bridge), Belgian Congo have mention in this section of the book.

MAR

As an aside, the author has also just launched another – non-railway – book, “Hard Aground – Memorable Western Cape Shipwrecks”. The title says it all!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

EVENTS CALENDAR

	2008.12.16
	Tshwane Explorer

   FotR
	S
	From Hercules +60 kms behind steam around the Pretoria complex returning to Hercules

	
	
	
	

	2008.12.16
	Magaliesburg Day Trip

    SANRASM / RS
	S
	SANRASM train operated by Reefsteamers from Maraisburg to Magaliesburg ret.

	
	
	
	

	2008.12.16
	Ixopo Steam

   PCNGR
	S
	Ixopo (10h30) to Carisbrooke and return to Ixopo (13h00)

	
	
	
	

	2008.12.21
	Santa Specials Inchanga CC

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30 / 17h30) – Inchanga return

Pietermaritzburg (10h30) – Inchanga return

	
	
	
	

	2008.12.28
	Ixopo Steam

   PCNGR
	S
	Ixopo (10h30) to Carisbrooke and return to Ixopo (13h00)

	
	
	
	

	2008.12.21
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return



	
	
	
	

	2009.01.04
	Day Trip

    USR
	E
	Pietermaritzburg – Nottingham Road

	
	
	
	

	2009.01.08
	CREA MEETING
	-
	23 HARMAN ROAD, CLAREMONT (Harvey & Di Metcalf)

from 19h30. Members and their guests welcome.

	
	
	
	

	2009.01.11
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return



	
	
	
	

	2009.02.
	Magaliesburg Day Trip

    SANRASM / RS
	S
	SANRASM train operated by Reefsteamers from Maraisburg to Magaliesburg ret.

	
	
	
	

	2009.05.02-13
	South African NG Tour

   Geoff’s Trains
	S
	3 days at Sandstone, then to KZN for Ingwe and PCNGR action before heading to Port Elizabeth for Apple Express runs.

	
	
	
	

	2009.05
	SLST Steam Safari

   RS
	S
	SLST steam safari in planning stages to include Reef and Free State steam action.


*******************

 

	Mon‑Sat
	Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe
 TFHP
	Steam /

diesel
	2/3 trains daily Monday-Saturday in season on George – Mossel Bay section, 3 times weekly out of season. 

D: George 10h00, A: Mossel Bay 12h00

D: Mossel bay 14h15, A: George 16h35

	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Sat monthly
	Public running day

   WPLS
	S
	Model live steam rides, open to members of the public.

	
	
	
	

	1st Sun monthly
	Open Day

 SANRASM
	-
	First Sunday of the month at the REGM site with short runs at 10h30, 12h00, 13h45 & 14h45

	 
	 
	 
	 

	First & last Sun monthly
	1 000 Hills Choo Choo
 USR
	Steam

 
	Twice-monthly runs from Kloof (08h30 and 12h30) to Inchanga, currently reduced to one running day per month.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Last Sunday 

bi-monthly
	1 000 Hills Choo Choo
 USR
	Steam

 
	Bi-monthly runs from Pietermaritzburg (11h00) to Inchanga

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Various
	Apple Express
  PEAE
	Steam or diesel
	NG trips behind Class 91 diesels. Steam due to return in mid - 2008


 

	AR
	Atlantic Rail (SA)
	ian@atlanticrail.co.za 

	BSM
	Bloemfontein Steam Museum (SA)
	mikem@sandstone.co.za 

	CWVR
	Cape Western Vintage Railway (SA)
	021 7971125 or trainmanager@absamail.co.za 

	EE
	Eshayamoya Express / Ingwe Mun. (SA)
	dlsmith@futurenet.co.za 

	EVR
	Elgin Valley Railway (SA)
	Jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

	Far Rail
	Far Rail Tours (Bernd Seiler) (D)
	www.FarRail.com 

	FotR
	Friends of the Rail (SA)
	http://www.friendsoftherail.com

	Geoff’s TT
	Geoff’s Train Tours (Geoff Cooke) (UK)
	0044 1562 632000 or Website www.geoffs-trains.com 

	JB
	JB Train Tours (SA)
	www.jbtours.co.za 

	Lo/Rie
	Lo/Rie Tours (D)
	http://www.plandampfteam.de/userdocs/LoRie_Zimbabwe_eng.pdf

	PEAE
	Port Elizabeth Apple Express (SA)
	www.apple-express.co.za 

	RTC
	Railway Touring Co.  (UK)
	http://www.railwaytouring.co.uk

	RS
	Reefsteamers (SA)
	http://www.reefsteamers.co.za

	RVR
	Rovos Rail (SA)
	021 4214020

	SANRASM
	SA National Railway And Steam Museum (SA)
	011 8881154

	SHT
	Sandstone Heritage Trust (SA)
	051 9332235 or hesterp@sandstone.co.za 

	S2000
	Steamnet 2000  (SA)
	S2000@vodamail.co.za 

	TFHP
	Transnet Foundation Heritage Preservation (SA)
	General Enquiries;- 044 801 8289  Voorbaai Shed Tours; - 044 604 6280

	USR
	Umgeni Steam Railway (SA)
	

	WPLS
	Western Province Live Steamers (SA)
	


*******************

 

	CPT
	Cape Town
	 
	PLZ
	Port Elizabeth

	DAA
	De Aar
	 
	PTA
	Pretoria

	DBN
	Durban
	 
	SLP
	Sir Lowry's Pass

	DJT
	Dal Josafat
	 
	WOR
	Worcester

	JHB
	Johannesburg
	 
	 
	 


 

*******************
Please note that some of the trains listed above are “contract” or “corporate” trains” from which the general public is excluded and are only included for members’ interest.

So you think petrol is expensive?
Diet Coke 100ml @ R2.80 = R28.00 per litre


Lipton Ice Tea 200ml @ R3.50 = R17.50 per litre

Amstel beer 750ml @ R9.50 = R12.60 per litre

Energade 250ml @ R3.00 = R12.00 per litre
Brake Fluid 100ml @ R6.00 = R60.00 per litre

Vick's Nasal Spray 50ml @ R9.00 = R180.00 per litre

Hugo Boss Spray 50ml @ R225.00 = R4500.00 per litre


And this is the REAL KICKER…..Evian water 500ml @ R15.00 = R30.00! R30.00 for WATER!


So, the next time you're at the pump, be glad your car doesn't run on Water, Coke, or Vick's Nasal Spray!!!
Just a little humour to help ease the pain of your next trip to the pump.….!
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