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The editor thanks the following for their contributions and/or assistance with this newsletter – Allen Jorgensen, Peter Rogers, Pat Worman, John Hilton, Sue Lawrence, Bruce Brinkman, Bob Sandusky, SAR List, the RSSA Natal and Reef branches, CWRS, SANRASM, NBLPG and other societies' newsletters, Bushveld Safaris, CVEMS “Paraffinalia”, “Mainline Steam News” and Spoornet "Platform" and "TransTalk". Peter “care-giver” Rogers and Madame “sew what” Z are thanked for their assistance.   

 

CREA membership fees are R50,00 for local residents and/or e-mail newsletter recipients and R125,00 for overseas members, to cover the costs of printing and distributing newsletters. Newsletters are published every second month whilst event up-date sheets are available to members attending monthly meetings. CREA has a small library - from which members are free to borrow - which usually has the latest copies of such monthly publications as World Steam (UK), Steam Railway (UK) Rail (UK), Continental Modeller (UK) and others, along with a selection of books and older magazines as well as most local club newsletters.

 

The current CREA Committee consists of the following members:

Mark Robinson (Chairman), Zaeemah Robinson (Treasurer - co-opted), and Peter Rogers 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

E D I T O R S   "T H I N K S"

 

When CREA was founded some 16 years ago one of the founders was Norman Schluter – “Big Norm”, as he was known to many – a former RSSA Western Cape committee member and an avid recorder of all things railway in both still and video formats. Norm was also my business partner for several years until the ill health of his first wife meant that he could no longer give the company the time it demanded.

Norm lost his battle with cancer earlier this year and, although I had seen little of him in the last couple of years I did have a chat to him a few days before his passing. At that stage he was quite cheerful and positive – we even made plans to get together once he was out of hospital. Sadly these came to nothing.

Norman was central to CREA – and the local RSSA – for many years and I make no excuse for including the tributes from CREA members and associates that have been forwarded to his widow, Gloria at the end of this issue

MAR

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My wife sat down on the couch next to me as I was flipping channels and asked, 'What's on TV?'

I said, 'Dust.' And then the fight started…..

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

M E D I A   M U M B L E S

Sunday Times (2008.12.14); The paper carried a 4-page holiday feature on “What to do on your own doorstep”, divided into Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg, Nelspruit/Mpumalanga and Port Elizabeth. Whilst we were pleased to see Umgeni Steam Railway feature under the Durban sub-heading, the omission of any other rail-related activities was notable. Reefsteamers and Friends of the Rail could be excused by dint of their now going into their “summer break” periods but PE Apple Express should certainly have been covered under Port Elizabeth

Business Day (2009.01.26); Comparing TRF with Eskom, the article in question says, inter alia, that "The industry regards agriculture's switch from rail to road transport, from 80% rail in 1985 to 30% last year, as a failure by Transnet in parallel with that of power parastatal Eskom's load-shedding a year ago. The switch to road transport alone has increased transport costs 30% but deteriorating road conditions are escalating the costs on roads shared with a similar increase in heavy vehicles from other industries, notably mining. A calculation by the milling industry shows that demurrage caused by delays at Durban harbour adds at least R75m a year to the cost of producing bread......."


TravelHub (2009.01.26); Cape Town's rail station is to be revitalised. R418 million has been allocated to the project in an effort to upgrade the transport facility in time for the 2010 Soccer World Cup. According to project manager, Pierre Cronje, the Cape Town station has become functionally obsolete. "The station should be able to accommodate the city's needs for 2010 and in this regard the following priorities are being pursued in the design of the refurbishment: operational efficiency, safety and security, passenger information, and aesthetics.


The station will first and foremost remain a railway service - an interface with taxis and long-distance buses. However, the renovation will include numerous other elements and new features, including a transport museum, an art gallery, a travel agency, a bureau de change, an Internet café, a local crafters' market, convenience stores, restaurants, fast-food outlets, a small conference venue and medical services. Also, Cape Town Tourism plans to open a visitors' centre at the station. Construction began in 2007 on underground services and basic infrastructure while alterations to the existing station buildings started in September last year.


"The portion of work to prepare the station for 2010 will be finished by the end of June but we are not stopping there - the refurbishment and revitalisation of the station is planned to continue after 2010 with a team of highly creative professionals working on the development," says Cronje.  "We hope to change Cape Town Station into a world-class railway station. The experience of a visitor moving through the station will be safe and clean with retail, services and information to complement the travel experience."

Engineering News (2009.02.04); GAUTRAIN TESTING GETS UNDER WAY IN MIDRAND: - “Even today, there are doubting Thomases, but I’m telling you now – let it go – the train is here,” announced Gauteng Local Government MEC Qedani Mahlangu at the official release of the Gautrain to the public on Tuesday. Nine years since the rapid-rail link project had first been conceptualised, the first Gautrain took to the test track at the multibillion-rand project’s train depot, in Midrand”. (I must say that the Electrostar train set looked very posh on its maiden outing as shown in the press and on TV, but then again, compared to the tired old graffitied 5M2 stuff which comprises much of what one visualises suburban trains in SA as, any thing fresh and new is going to look good. Ed)
Engineering News (2009.02.06); TRANSNET WITHDRAWS TENDER FOR 212 DIESEL LOCOS, INVITES FRESH BIDS FOR 100 UNITS: - State freight logistics group Transnet confirmed on Wednesday that it had “withdrawn” a tender for 212 diesel locomotives, ending protracted commercial discussions with Electromotive Diesel (EMD), of the US, which had been named previously as the preferred bidder for the R6-billion contract. The initial tender was issued on September 18, 2006, and EMD had been named as the preferred bidder on August 31, 2007. 

Spokesperson John Dludlu confirmed with Engineering News that a new "confined tender" for the supply of 100 diesel locomotives had been issued to international original equipment manufacturers (OEMs), but stressed that
this was a "separate and distinct" process from the initial tender. The new tender would close on Tuesday, February 17, and it was understood that EMD had been invited to participate.


Transnet did not immediately confirm the names of the other OEMs invited, but GE Transportation revealed on Tuesday that it was participating. Speaking at a 'GE Day' event, which took place at the Sandton Convention
Centre, GE Transportation's GM, sales for Middle East and Africa Peter Thomas said that the group was engaging with the Transnet tender and was excited by the opportunities presented in the South African market.


He described the domestic rail sector, which is the largest in Africa, as "vibrant" and noted the NYSE-listed company had previously supplied significant numbers of diesel locomotives to the market. Dludlu confirmed that the 100 diesel locomotives would be deployed primarily for use by its general freight business, but said further details would only
be disclosed "at an appropriate time after the adjudication and evaluation processes are completed". The withdrawal of the 212 locomotive tender came as something of a surprise given that outgoing Transnet CEO Maria Ramos had stated in October that the process could be concluded by early 2009. However, an indication had also been given at the time that Transnet was hoping to pursue a new, "more commercial approach" to the acquisition of new traction power, given the "breathing space" created by the slowing international and domestic economies.

Engineering News (2009.02.10); TRANSNET CONFINES DIESEL LOCO TENDER TO THREE OEMs;- Freight logistics group Transnet has reportedly invited only three international original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to bid to supply 100 diesel locomotives. The tender was issued recently following the State-owned enterprise’s decision to withdraw an earlier tender for 212 diesel locomotives. This initial tender was issued on September 18, 2006, and in August 2007, Electromotive Diesel (EMD), of the US, was named as the preferred bidder for the R6-billion contract to supply 212 trains.
Engineering News (2009.02.10); VAN NIEKERK FOLLOWS RAMOS AND QUITS TRANSNET:- A senior Transnet executive has announced that he will be leaving the State-owned freight logistics group in the coming months, following the revelation last November that its CEO Maria Ramos had resigned and would be departing at the end of February. The group's COO, Louis van Niekerk, who joined Transnet in 2005 soon after Ramos took over, announced on Monday that he would be stepping down from the company’s executive committee as from March 31. (Do I hear “Queen” singing” Another One Bites The Dust” in the background…. ? Ed)

Daily Dispatch (2009.02.16): OUTENIQUA CHOO-TJOE RUNNING OUT OF STEAM:- The future looks bleak for the Outeniqua Choo Tjoe steam train and heritage museum in George after staff were told that all operations would cease at the end of next month. Western cape MEC Garth Strachan yesterday appealed for calm after employees and tourism operators panicked when they heard from officials last Thursday that all operations would cease at the museum next month.

Strachan said he had had talks on Friday with acting Transnet CEO Karl Socikwa to seek an agreement that no final decision on the future of the Choo-Tjoe be made until the reports from engineers Arcus Gibb and the Choo-Tjoe Steering Committee had been completed and recommendations made to Transnet. (That Transnet have made this move while an official process involving Western Cape Government, appointed consultants Arcus Gibb, Transnet and various other parties such as HRASA, Allen Jorgensen, Phil Girdlestone etc. are still underway smacks of extreme bad-faith and displays a stunning lack of ethics. Ed.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My wife was hinting about what she wanted for our upcoming anniversary. She said, 'I want something shiny that goes

 From 0 to 150 in about 3 seconds.' I bought her a scale.  And then the fight started...
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

T R A N S N E T  /  M E T R O   S N I P P E T S

SARCC / METRORAIL

Latest news as we went out with this issue is that striking taxi drivers in the Eastern Cape have damaged the railway line between Redhouse and Perseverance on the Port Elizabeth – Uitenhage section to prevent “their” passengers from exercising their democratic right to use an alternative transport system – the suburban rail service.

The suburban server started the year with a couple of “nasties”. First their was yet another level crossing accident near Stellenbosch on 2009.01.05 which claimed the lives of four and immediately re-ignited the “level crossings are death traps” type over reaction, with Metrorail getting it in the neck as usual – no talk of vehicle drivers making sure it is safe to cross. At least there was considerable coverage of the devastating effect these accidents have on the poor train drivers involved. And all thanks, in most cases, to either blatant disregard for basic safety or to car drivers thinking they can beat a train across a line.

Then we had a tourist struck, but amazingly not killed, by a train set at St. James. In being flung aside he managed to knock over and quite badly injure both his female companions.

Following this, we had the two accidents in one day on the Reef, both quite serious but happily without fatalities although over 300 people needed medical help as a result. In the first, at around 07h00 one set smashed into the rear of another near Lenasia while later in the day a similar accident near Springs added to the day’s woes. From the images shown on TV and in the papers we would venture to suggest that it is amazing that no one died, particularly in the latter collision.

TRANSNET FREIGHT RAIL

TFR has had at least two incidents in the past month. On the 26th January we had yet another pile-up on the Coalex link, with both lines shut for several days after 55 loaded wagons de-railed. Meanwhile TFR has agreed a deal to transport one million tons of coal to the Matola Terminal in Maputo over-and-above their Coalex commitments. 

The second, slightly bizarre accident was reported on SAR list as follows;

Returning this morning from Waterval Boven, after an overnight stay, we witnessed a scene of a derailment just west of Belfast, where the railway runs close to the road. We left the car on the side of the road and walked a few hundred metres to the crash site. The recovery guys told us what had happened. Previously, 4 locomotives were parked on the spur line next to the main line without any power. A coal train passed at about 4am and the vibration of the passing train set the parked unit into motion. We find it difficult to imagine that locomotives do not have the equivalent of a hand brake, but this seems to be what happened. Because of the slight gradient the locomotives gained momentum and jumped the points onto the main line hitting the rear wagon of the coal train. The results, as they say, are history. This event will quite probably not be a news item, as there were no casualties.

Mike and Les
GEORGE – KNYSNA / GEORGE – MOSSEL BAY

In examining the future possibilities of the Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe, the Western Cape Department of Economic Development and Tourism, which is still bent on seeing the line to Knysna restored, is considering the formation of a private public partnership for the George – Knysna branch.

It would seem that for the George to Mossel Bay route a private operator is to be sought. "Whoever operates this train service will have to lease the railway line from Transnet", said Chief Director of Tourism, Labeeqah Schuurman on
Monday (2009.02.02) further stating that a communiqué would be forthcoming from Chief Director
Garth Strachan at the end of the week.


At the Steering Committee held on 30th January 2009 the options detailed in the business cases for both the George to Knysna service and the one to Mossel Bay was being studied. A financial business plan will be presented
on 10 March. On that date both business cases will be scrutinised. As is well known, during the floods of 2006 and 2007 various sections of the railway line suffered severe damages, which ran into millions of Rands.

The above report follows from the submission of the initial report on the George – Knysna and George – Mossel Bay operations by the appointed consultants, Messrs Arcus Gibb who conducted extensive research and interviews, which included such railway luminaries (or not!) as your Ed., Ian Pretorius, Allen Jorgensen and Phil Girdlestone.

CAPE TOWN

CAPE TOWN STATION

The redevelopment of Cape Town station is underway and whilst the first stage is largely focused on the Strand Street side of the building there is work in hand all over the complex. The current work does not include the much touted (but enormously expensive) proposed lowering of the tracks between Woodstock and Cape Town stations to create commercially usable space above them.

METRORAIL

Vandalism and theft is currently costing Cape Town Metrorail around R1,5 million per month. Cable theft along with the vandalisation of carriage windows, seats, hand rails, luggage racks and so on is rife.

The new Premium Express train from Strand to Cape Town each week day morning and return in the afternoon was inaugurated on 2009.01.28. Along the lines of the existing Soweto Express (Soweto – Johannesburg), Khayelitsha Express (Khayelitsha – Cape Town) and Tshwane Express (Johannesburg – Pretoria) is intended as an up-market, fast train with fewer stops than the regular Metro service. In the case of the new service the stops are Strand, Somerset West, Firgrove, Eersterivier, Kuilsrivier and Mutual.

	STATION
	INWARD TIMINGS
	OUTWARD TIMINGS
	MONTHLY FARES EX. CAPE TOWN

	STRAND
	06h25
	18h10
	R750

	Somerset West
	06h33
	18h01
	R750

	Firgrove
	06h39
	17h54
	R700

	Eersterivier
	06h48
	17h43
	R550

	Kuilsrivier
	06h58
	17h54
	Not stated

	Mutual
	07h18
	17h12
	R450

	CAPE TOWN
	07h30
	17h00
	-


In conjunction withy the new service, Somerset West signal box has been reinstated, however the lever frame and semaphore signals are not back in use – instead a couple of TCO's have been deployed and the Van Schoor machine has been reinstated as well. A new car parking area for customers of the new service has been laid out in the former goods yard area. This is a partial reversal of the downgrading the station was subject to a couple of years ago, which saw the complete closure of it as a passing station. 

GAUTRAIN
As mentioned above, the first 4-car train had a press and dignitaries launch run last week. About 150 guests had a short run at about 80 kph in the white painted set with its gold and blue flashes. This set was completely built and assembled in the UK whereas further rolling stock will be locally assembled.
2010

We note the announcement that “Transnet will have 190 diesel units on stand-by for the duration of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup to be available to assist SARCC / Metro suburban trains in case of failure or ESKOM power supply interruptions”. Really looks like they have great faith in their equipment and the national power supplier! The second thought that occurs is, don’t plan on using TFR to ship anything that might involve a diesel-powered operation (like shunting!?!) for the duration. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My wife and I were sitting at a table at my high school reunion, and I kept staring at a drunken lady swigging her drink as she

sat alone at a nearby table. My wife asked, 'Do you know her?'  'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old girlfriend. I understand she took

to drinking right after we  split up those many years ago, and I hear she hasn't been sober since.'
'Wow!' says my wife, 'who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?'  And then the fight started...
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

B I T S   A N D   P I E C E S

ATLANTIC RAIL;

Your Ed. went along to support Ian Pretorius in his latest efforts to get Metrorail to sign off on a new Access Agreement and we were very courteously met by Cape Town SARCC Metro boss Steven Ngobeni. Hopefully this should see Atlantic Rail active in the next month or two.

BOSVELD SAFARIS (last newsletter for last year, dated 2008.12.16)

A good day to all our Bosveld Safari friends
This is a last newsletter before the great festival times when one has no time left for anything but to buy presents, visit, eat and be merry!  Why not?  It happens only once a year … 

Within in few days Boveld Safaris’ Cape Christmas Tour through the Cape Garden Route will depart.  Everyone looks forward towards it, not least Ria.  She will accompany this tour and provide us with some feedback should we have to modify anything on the following foreseen tours for 2009 - maybe something was overlooked.  As Ria will not be in office for the ten days (19th to 28th December) Johan will have to man the office.  As mentioned before, this time of the year the operators are quite busy getting their affairs in order for the next year.  We are also planning new tours and should be able to give you some information on those during the New Year.

The new Premier Classe train service provides us with an opportunity to make use of the rail route between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth.  Although the train is rather expensive, we must remember that this is a very luxury train - actually a sort of “Budget Class Blue Train”, which have to fill some large boots.  An introductory special offer is available for January/February 2009, between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth (return) - feel free to make inquiries.  We would like to ask our Bosveld Safari Friends to kindly inform us of the type of tours they would like to undertake, by train and/or bus – we will do our best to be of aid, taking into account the availability of trains, and limited train routes after the closure of quite a few branch lines.  We are planning a number of bus trips, to make up, but will nonetheless always try and work in a train trip, if possible.  We also organise conference facilities, recreation and transport to and fro, with some smaller conference facilities on train – we have had inquiries for that.  As many as twenty people at a sitting can be facilitated for a conference on train. 

Bosveld Safaris have very good working relationships with service providers like Shosholoza Meyl, Shongololo Express, JB Train Tours and Reefsteamers. We would like to thank each of them for their excellent service and cooperation throughout the year.

We also thank Boon Boonzaaier for his help and friendly dispensation of knowledge – he still plays such a large role in the train industry that his retirement can actually be seen as the beginning of a new career, for him.   

The Cherry Festival Train of Reefsteamers is almost fully booked.  The use of steam traction for the section between Bethlehem and Ficksburg on this train led to some extra enthusiasm.  We have all reason to believe the New Year will be a good one for the “train family” without any “monkey business”

The Namibian Safaris are also very popular with booking taking place enthusiastically.  Also the Namaqualand Flower Tours are very popular.  Please take note that it is better to book early as most tours this year is done on Shosholoza Meyl, where we do not have whole trains available but only have limited space on each train. 

For 2009 we hope to have another Flower Tour by train departing from Port Elizabeth, which promises to be something special.  Feel free to phone and inquire.  

As mentioned in an earlier newsletter we reiterate here that Bosveld Safaris unilaterally severed all ties with Nkosi Express end of September 2008. Several legal actions against Nkosi Express are underway, already, and justice must now take its course.  People who are on the lookout for Nkosi Express or who lost money by booking through them, are invited to contact Flip de Klerk, at 072 732 5533 or 014 736 2527, fax 086 668 2541 and e-mail flipdklerk@live.com – he is doing an independent investigation in this matter and will probably be able to be of help.  He also investigates other instances of fraud in the holiday train industry. 

On a sweeter note - the year made some strange and ironic turns, but we survived and are the stronger for it.  We are going ahead, full steam and full of good hope for the future.  We got to know our friends better, and with all the moral support we received we cannot do anything but succeed in our stated mission, i.e. to deliver good, affordable holiday tours to our people.    Many thanks to all; we appreciate our Bosveld Safari friends.  

We wish all our Bosveld Safari friends, our service providers and everybody who is interested a very prosperous and happy New Year and hope that life will be good to everyone.  Perhaps we will have the good fortune to accommodate quite a few of you on your train holidays – just phone/write/e-mail.

Ria en Johan Zietsman. 

CAPE WESTERN RS / CAPE WESTERN VINTAGE RAILWAY;

New arrival at Epping on 26.01.2009 was orange NZ 94829446, a bogie boxcar ex. Departmental use (viz the NZ number) but formerly either a GZ or OZ wagon in revenue service.

Meanwhile, Fred Reiger reports that their Class 6J has had some work done on her the last three months to prepare for a visual inspection by a boiler inspector. She has already been looked over by an ex railway boilermaker who declared himself happy with her condition. All her cladding has been removed at the request of this gentleman and preparations are being made for a hydraulic test if she passes the visual inspection. She has had all the surface rust on the boiler removed and treated with rust inhibiting paint. A lot of other odds and ends have been attended to including more painting and rust treatment, cleaning and repairing the lubricator and other parts, etc. At the moment she is waiting for the boiler inspector to come and do his thing.

CENTURY CITY

As previously noted, there are two plinthed locos at the new sports and recreation complex at this site. Standing adjacent to the entrance to the Intaka Island nature area and opposite the new The Clubhouse and Century City House. The two are;

· North British 0-6-0T 19790 of 1912 ex. Transvaal & Delagoa Bay Collieries No.4, ex. Douglas Colliery No.3, ex. Sandstone Heritage Trust

· Beyer Peacock 2-6-2 2-6-2 6922 of 1939, ex. SAR&H Class NGG 16 No.112, ex. Midmar Museum, ex. Monex (Century City!), ex. Sandstone Heritage Trust

The two were mounted a long time ahead of the competition of the buildings, however with that completion getting close, the Project Manager decided that the two engines needed smartening up, having assessed that the NGG 16 had considerable rust areas starting show although the 0-6-0T still looked quite good from its restoration at Sandstone prior to their delivery to the complex. Also, after standing in the sun for a while both were starting to show signs of fading.

The PM, to his credit decided that this freshening-up should not be done by simply splashing paint over existing paint (and rust) but was undertaken as a top-down clean, anti-rust, undercoat and full re-paint. This was done with assistance and advice from your Ed., acting in his HRASA role, and involved both the restoration and the providing of advice on colour schemes, technical information, diagrams etc. that will be used as part of the educational aspect of the display.

An interesting stage of this process was when the two were, for a short while, to be seen in overall silver – very non-standard but amazingly photogenic in bright sunlight, which your Ed. was able to record as part of his involvement. Since then the final coats of paint, to original colour schemes, are in the process of being applied and the two are sure to look very smart when completed.

FRIENDS OF THE RAIL

FotR news release; - 3117 hauled her first public train yesterday, 16th December 2008. It was a Tshwane Xplorer, a figure-of-8 trip round the Pretoria complex from Hercules via Pretoria and Rissik, back through Hercules then up to Pyramid South, round the balloon and back to Hercules. She made light work of a 12-coach train of 400+ tons (composed of every operational passenger vehicle that FOTR possesses) and performed flawlessly.

HERITAGE RAILWAY ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

RECOVERY OF STOLEN NUMBER PLATES

We are pleased to see that there are those within HRASA and its member organisations who care enough about our rail heritage to;

· Note that the cab side plates stolen some years back off Kimberley station plinthed Class 25NC 3411 had appeared for sale on the Internet (Dylan Knott of EVR).

· Take action to inform asset owners TFHP in Kimberley, Voorbaai and Head Office and HRASA (Peter Odell of Steamnet2000).

· Report the matter to the police and open a case (TFHP).

· Introduce “potential purchaser William” to the sellers, discovering they are Cape Town-based and introducing a “local friend” to have a look at the items prior to money being transferred (Peter Odell again).

· Work with the Serious & Organised Crime Unit of the SAPS in Bellville last Friday afternoon to set up and participate in a sting operation and subsequent raid on the seller’s business premises and home (your Ed., in his HRASA role).

The SAPS took the matter seriously enough to assign no less than 7 unit members in three vehicles. Wayne, a unit detective, accompanied your Ed. as a “friend along for the ride” into the seller’s business premises and, once a firm identification had been made, the rest of the team was summonsed by a call purportedly to “William” to tell him to transfer the – quite substantial – agreed price. This call was in fact to SAPS team leader Captain Rousseau. And thus an otherwise pleasant late Friday afternoon in the Cape was rather spoilt for a rather taken-aback seller…….!

The plates, plus another found in the raids are now in the safe keeping of the SAPS while the erstwhile seller is, as they say “helping the police with their inquiries”! This recovery of stolen plates even rated a short item in Die Beeld newspaper on 2009.01.20!
JB TRAIN TOURS

NEWSLETTER - 2009 Promises to be a good year! Enjoy the good times and grab onto the opportunities. 
 

THANKS; A big word of THANKS to everyone who has travelled with JB Train Tours in 2008 and who has booked already for 2009. You have helped us to maintain Rail Tourism is South Africa – a unique way of holidaying in the WORLD!

 

RECESSION & HOLIDAYS; the worldwide recession has hit all industries of our community. Whether you sell cars, houses, electrical appliances or produce steel, gold, platinum or coal. The leisure market has been hit hard as well: Fewer people are visiting the movies, live shows and theme parks or going on holiday. Hotels, lodges and guesthouses feel the pinch as well. JB Train Tours has been affected as well, but there is a positive side to this as many people who normally travelling only in luxury, have now ‘converted’ to our affordable and comfortable ways of travelling AND they’ve realised it is ‘Value for Money’. Recent surveys have shown that holidaying by train is now one of the most affordable ways of doing so.

ENQUIRIES; After the December 2008 Newsletter was sent out, we had numerous enquiries from readers about the Press Release published in that issue. (See below). Many people enquired about the contact details of these companies, because they were apparently ‘done in’ in some or other fashion by them and can’t get hold of them. We don’t have their contact details anymore, due to the fact that they’ve (apparently) closed their businesses, but they are (apparently) doing business under some other new names!

 

We were contacted by an ex-detective from the SAPS, investigating these companies, to publish his name and contact details. He is Mr. Flip de Klerk at Tel: 072-732 5533 or 014-736 2527. E-mail: flipdklerk@live.com He has requested that any person who was negatively affected by these two operators’ actions, to contact him.

 

The ‘PRESS RELEASE’; A press release was sent out by JB Train Tours on Thursday 6th November 2008 stating that the company has NO ties, nor any relationship or working agreement with either Setimela Rail (also called Maluti Rail, also called Shamwari Express, also called Albatros Tours, et al) nor with Nkosi Express (also called Kingsway Train Tours, et al). Setimela Rail belongs to Mr. Kobus Wright (and/or relatives) whilst Ms. Mariette Beukes is/was the owner of Nkosi Express.

PATON’S COUNTRY NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY (www.futurenet.co.za/pcngr or 082 3741417)

This Ixopo-based operation continues to operate with NGG 11 No.55 as their line loco and have a couple of up-coming dates on the calendar – see below. The next three runs include a facility for passengers to have a pizza lunch at very reasonable cost at Ixopo station on the return of the train.

PORT ELIZABETH APPLE EXPRESS

News release (2009.01.28)

The reason why the 2009 schedule is not available is due to negotiations with Transnet. The schedule cannot be published until approved. Please bear with the Apple - they (like every other heritage rail operator) are doing the best it can under the circumstances.

 
We can tell you that there will be a weekend trip to Assegaaibos Station 13-15 Feb 2009 - under steam, but weather permitting. NGG15 No 119 is steaming ahead and was out to Chelsea on a short run today. This is the first time she has been out with a full consist since the launch as she sprung a few minor leaks and had to be taken back to the workshops. Hats off to the Apple workshop crew led by Ops Manager, Willie Ferreira, who have done a great job.

 
It is intended to scheduled for two day trips to Loerie in February - on the 21st and 28th - with heavy bookings for both trips already received. Indeed, the Apple is taking bookings for March and April as well as the Geoff Cooke trip up the Langkloof. Information for packages for RSA residents will be available by mid-February - there is already a waiting list.
 

REEFSTEAMERS:

RS latest news release, dated 2009.02.06;

Some of you already know, we are focussing on get Class 12AR No.1535 ‘Susan’ up and running as soon as possible.  She is, in fact, rostered to do a revenue-earning run for the first time since partial re-tubing only 8 days from now.  With the boiler tube issues that arose in Dave Shepherd’s 15F ‘Avril’ and a number of running repairs required on Wilfred Mole’s GMAM Garratt our resources had been a little diverted.  Couple this with the long wait for new 12AR piston rings, Chief Engineer Andrew King having to work weekends on furnaces and issues that arose with the 12AR’s new Vesconite bushes seeing that the valve gear and power train components were not identified before stripping … you can see the cause of a number of delays.
 
We would like every Reefsteamers Club Member who is available to put some time aside over this weekend  (Saturday or Sunday) and come to help get our ‘lil Susie’ back into one piece.  There is enough work for three or four small teams to work independently.  The valve gear and the power train needs to be assembled on both sides – including piston, crosshead and cylinder head work, the smoke box front plate needs to be reinstalled, the headlight remounted, the cow catcher replaced and many bushes, pins and fasteners to be cleaned and prepared.  Not all the work involves skilled fitting – much of it is simple spanner, crowbar and lifting work so everyone can contribute.  The chances are that hammers and mallets will be involved and that is always therapeutic! I can promise you it will be a social and interesting time, working with real locomotive people and being one yourself.  
 
We are very keen to get this little (relatively) loco up and running again.  She’s light on coal and water, very sure footed and yet has a surprising turn of speed even with those small wheels.  The boiler is oversized for the cylinder capacity so she’s an easy and forgiving steamer and is also ideal as a ‘hand-bomber’ training platform for training footplate crew.  It will also be prestigious for Reefsteamers to be operating the last surviving member of a locomotive class – as our 12AR is the only one left.
 
We will then have three roadworthy locomotives, being Class 12AR ‘Susan’, GMAM Garratt ‘Lyndie Lou’; and Class 25NC ‘Elize’.  We would rather not run our Elize on the Magaliesburg Run as the curvature of the track, as well as the shunting that is required, is imposing extra wear on the driver wheel flanges.  So she’s been put into stand-by work and for long distance trips only.  The GMAM Garratt has been rostered – but consumes more coal than the12AR and the 15CA and the need to haul auxiliary water tankers cuts into the maximum vehicle limit of 12 vehicles for the day trips.  We do enjoy running the Garratt and she will be rostered for day trips roughly every 2 months (4-5 trips) but the GMAM locomotive isn’t really the most cost efficient machine to use on the undersized trains that we are forced to use with the imposed vehicle limits.  It’s like using a Clydesdale horse to pull a one-axle pony trap.  
 
Seeing that we lost a lot of money on the recent Setimela Rail deal, it is of importance for Reefsteamers to operate efficiently to maximize our revenue and cut costs to recover our financial strength.  The Class 15CA ‘Dorothy’ needs over R200 000 repairs to the Super Heater Flues while the Class 15F ‘Gerda’ needs over R40 000 worth of repairs for the firebox.  Dave Shepherd’s 15F Avril has 18 (I think) boiler tubes that need to be replaced and that’s going to cost money too.  The 15CA also needs tender water tank repairs and is waiting for the tender axles to be converted to roller bearings – although she can be put into service with the repairs still outstanding.   We need to finish the work on the three unfinished Sandstone Coaches so our coaches can be rotated in and out of service, put aside into the 15M workshop where there is light, power, water, compressed air and a service pit  - and properly inspected and maintained (involving dismantling work) without the pressure of having the coach in running order by the following weekend.  
 
You can see that there is a LOT of work to be done and a lot of money that needs to be earned to do it  – just to keep our existing stable of restored locomotives running – much less the rescue and restoration of further units. But it all starts with you special people – the volunteers. Come along and lend us a hand, even if it’s only for a few hours. Who knows, you’ll probably get your picture in the next Depot Report!
 Lee Gates
 
ROVOS RAIL:
The trips to Victoria Falls for the Railway Touring Company (RTC) and the return working, which was being marketed as a separate trip, have reportedly been cancelled due to poor support. 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE SAFARI TOURS (David C Rodgers):

The proposed 2009 tour has been cancelled, not due to poor support – the trip was over subscribed within days of its announcement – but thanks to uncertainty with regard to Transnet permissions and support for the operation.

ODDS AND SODS

We note that another small part of our rail system in the Cape Town area has disappeared with the demolition of the Bay Junction signal box that was started in early December.

Sheltam have officially changed their company name from Sheltam Grindrod (Pty) Ltd to Sheltam (Pty) Ltd as of 21 October 2008.

Railways & Harbours Conference & Exhibition 2009;

The blurb says: Railways and harbours operate as a seamless operation, ensuring the flow of goods in and out of countries. If you are either an operator or a supplier to either of these industries, the opportunities in the next decade hold enormous promise. To make the most of these, the Railways and Harbours Conference offers buyers and suppliers the chance to conduct business at a previously unprecedented high level of activity.

The question is: how to make the most of the opportunities in rail and ports? The answer to this question lies in Cape Town in 2009 at the all-new Railways and Harbours Conference & Exhibition 2009 in Cape Town during March.

MOCAMBIQUE

Maputo, 17 Dec (AIM) - Rail traffic between the central Mozambican port of Beira and Zimbabwe has been interrupted since Monday by the derailing of 19 of the 21 wagons of a goods train in the area of Amatongas, in Manica province, reports Wednesday's issue of the Maputo daily "Noticias". Those wagons were transporting assorted merchandises, mainly minerals from Zimbabwe, for export via Beira. Five of the fallen wagons are regarded as damaged beyond repair. More than 50 metres of track were torn up in the derailment, which forced a halt to all movement of trains along this stretch of line. This is the most damaging derailment that has occurred in Manica, and the rail authorities suspect that it was caused by excessive speed.


Joaquim Verissimo, executive director of the central division of Mozambique Railways (CFM-Centro), told reporters there were no casualties in the accident, but that the material losses were "heavy". A technical team was immediately sent to Amatongas to begin repairing the track. A crane has been ordered from Beira to lift the wagons. Much of the Zimbabwean ore (granite and vermalite) is scattered around the site of the accident, and police officers have been dispatched to the area to prevent any looting.

ZIMBABWE

COMMUTER TRAINS SUSPENDED DUE TO DIESEL SHORTAGE (2008.12.30 report);

Bulawayo - The cash strapped National Railways of Zimbabwe has cancelled commuter trains in all cities because of the shortage of diesel. The parastatal stopped servicing its routes a week ago and the General Manager, Mike Karakadzai, said in a press conference in Bulawayo on Tuesday that they will resume commuter trains on January 3, 2009. He pointed out that a number trains, like the Harare-Bulawayo train sometimes did not travel because of shortage of diesel. "A lot of working class people will be travelling for holiday, so we have had to suspend the commuter trains with the aim of using the coaches for inter-city trains. Apparently, of late we have had a major challenge and that has had to do with fuel supplies. I'm aware that our passengers have been inconvenienced by train cancellations," he said. The unreliability of trains has made life difficult for most travelers who had turned to trains, which are currently the cheapest mode of transport.

EAST AFRICA

A NEW RAIL LINE TO EASE MOMBASA PORT CONGESTION

The governments of Kenya and Uganda are soon to begin the construction of a new standard gauge railway line to help with congestion at the Mombassa port and improve transportation on the Northern Corridor. The construction of the railway line is expected to cut delays of cargo at the port of Mombassa by 70%, according to East African Business Week.
 
The port, currently handling in excess of 16-million tonnes of cargo per year, is projected to reach 30-mt by 2030. The feasibility study projected the cost of the new railway to be about R80-million for Kenya and R20-m for Uganda. The project is expected to be completed and ready for use by 2017.

There are actually several competing proposals to solve what most at least agree on as a common problem to move ever more freight and fuel inland from Mombassa.


One proposed solution however is a new line from Dar es Salaam to the shores of Lake Victoria the survey and management proposal of which was sponsored by the BNSF railway from the USA. The Gauge of it would be Stevenson (4'- 8.5"). Clearly though the main issue with the existing line from Mombassa to Nairobi and on to Uganda is the fact it is single and too light especially west of Nairobi (50 lb rail laid in 1948) and needs to be
doubled (tracks and weight). Be it on the existing track bed or a new one.

INTERNATIONAL

AUSTRALIA

Sue Lawrence reported on SAR List (2008.12.04); I have just got the following e-mail from a friend of mine who works on the 2'6" gauge Puffing Billy Railway in Belgrave, near Melbourne. It might be of interest to those of you have an interest in SA narrow gauge locomotives. This is a case of one that got away from the continuing massacres - hopefully this will make your day in the same way as it has made mine;

A bit of news from Belgrave with a SA flavour. Restoration and re-gauging work has recently started on the SA Garratt NGG16 No.129. The project will take some years but there is strong determination to get there.

UNITED KINGDOM – GARRATT 100 (G100);

An event is in the early stages of being planned, for this coming August at the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry. The museum is based at the oldest passenger railway station in the world, Liverpool Road Station. This was the original terminus station and opened with the Manchester to Liverpool Railway on the 15th of September 1830. The station and surrounding warehouse buildings still exist today, as many of you will know. The museum houses amongst many things, the paperwork archive from the Beyer Peacock Works in Gorton and some of the Beyer Peacock locos, one of which is an ex South African Garratt Class GL No. 2352 (which is kept in superb condition, painted in “works” light grey. Ed)

The event is being based around the museums transport weekend, which this year is being extended into 2 weekends and the week in between and will now be a ' Transport Week'. Steve Davies, the new director of the museum and a founder member also, is a serious railway enthusiast, amongst his many other interests. He has been working hard with his team at the museum and some outside advisors since last autumn, to bring the many ideas together. Steve in his past life as an army Colonel, based out in Sierra Leone, found some derelict locomotives and rolling stock whilst there and founded the Sierra Leone Railway Museum. Amongst the items of stock is a 2ft 6in gauge Garratt, ex Beyer Peacock of course and now cosmetically restored. Steve also arranged a recent temporary renaming ceremony at the Great Central Railway here in England of the Britannia Pacific 70000, based there. The Brit was temporarily renumbered 70048 and renamed ' The Territorial Army 1908 - 1958', to celebrate 100 years of the TA.


Following on from the great success of 'Garratt 50' at the Welsh Highland Railway at Dinas, in which I was involved, I had spoken to Dave Kent at the WHR. This was with regard to any Garratt celebrations in 2009, as their K1 
Garratt, the oldest in the world and still working hard, is 100 years old this year. Because the WHR are majoring this year on getting the railway successfully through all the way to Portmadoc, no plans regarding celebrations for K1 or 
100 years of Garratts, were being made at the railway. With this in mind, in late September I approached Steve at MOSI with an idea of something similar to 'Garratt 50', a celebration of 100 years of Garratts, at their ancestral home in Manchester. The museum was already planning along these lines and so I was invited to a meeting in Manchester to add my ideas.


So, here is what is being planned to date, and please don't look to shoot the messenger at this early stage, as we all know some things may ultimately change. The 'Transport Week' is being organised for the weekend beginning 8th/9th 
August and will end on Sunday 16th August. Transport in attendance throughout the week will be a combination of buses, trams, steam road vehicles, cars, lorries, military vehicles, and the museum will also be the start for the 'A6 
Rally' on the first weekend. The museums own railway, which is standard gauge and main line connected, will be much in evidence with its own working locos and hopefully a big main line steam locomotive coming in. I should tell you that the extensive and original track in the museum yard is being reworked and it is also hoped that in the future, main line excursions may be arriving there. Vintage bus shuttles will also operate throughout, linking the 'Heaton Park Tramway' and the 'Manchester Transport Museum' to this event.


The 'Garratt 100' celebrations will be a major part of the week’s events, especially on the second weekend between Friday the 14th and Sunday the 16th. This part of the whole event will seek to reunite former Beyer Peacock employees with their products, etc., and guided tours of the quite extensive remains of the BP Gorton Works are being planned, serviced from the museum by a vintage bus. I can tell you that what remains of the major part of the BP site is now privately owned by Manchester City Council and operates 24 hours a day as a secure area. I have recently however been allowed to visit the site and take some photographs. Amongst the buildings still remaining are the large Boiler Shops, built between 1919 and 1925. Still in place in the Boiler Mounting Shop, is one of the overhead cranes, with some single and multi gauge track still visible within these buildings.


It is hoped that 'Garratt 100' will have 100 many and varied Garratts on display and running, from small 'N' gauge models, right up to the sizes of those that were running at Dinas, and with track for some of them to run on. 
It is also hoped to have on display, BP Works plates, number and nameplates, from Garratts and BP straight locos, along with some very interesting items from the museum BP archive. So although it is early days yet and still very much in the planning stages, you can see that this will be quite an exciting event to visit. I suggest 
that if you would like to visit the 'Transport Week' and 'Garratt 100' in particular, that you mark the dates in your diaries and on your calendars straight away. (Graham Kelsey).

It has now been confirmed that the ex-Beyer Peacock Works shunter is coming to G100, and they also hope to have coming from Bressingham, the Beyer Peacock Garratt, "William Francis" which is the only standard gauge Garratt to have worked in Britain that survived the cutters torch!

The organisers are still looking for more Garratt contacts and would like to talk to any ex-Beyer Peacock Garratt drivers or firemen, who are in the UK (or elsewhere) who might be considering attending G100. They are looking to maybe record their experiences on the footplate to add this as a part of the museum's Beyer Peacock archive, as well as to invite them to G100 of course. Additionally, they are still looking to get more Garratts of any size, for display at G100. With around 50 promised they would obviously looking to get to at least 100, with your help. So if you have a Garratt of any size, or know somebody who does, or you are an ex-BP Garratt driver or fireman, or know someone who was,
or you are an ex-BP employee, or know someone who was, then they would certainly like to hear from you.

c.barnett@mosi.org.uk
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

C R E A   C R U M B S

 

Greetings for recent or up-coming birthdays go to CREA members, friends and associates;

January:-
Eivand Thesen, Owen Carew, Mavis Ridgard, Zaeemah Robinson, Fred Reiger, Alex Thompson, 

Geoff Pethick, Eddie van der Wielen

February:-
Di Metcalf, John Maconachie

March:-
Brian Murison, Peter Greeff, Rohan Vos, Jim Cressey, Julian Pereira, James Rogers, Brian Wilson, Peter Rogers, Kobus Volschenk
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

On the sick list at present is former Transnet Museum staffer Eric Conradie, suffering from some post-operational complications. I am sure all CREA members will wish him a speedy recovery

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I asked my wife, "Where do you want to go for our anniversary?".  It warmed my heart to see her face melt in sweet appreciation. "Somewhere I haven't been in a long time!" she said. So I suggested, "How about the kitchen?" And then the fight started....
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOOKS, CALENDARS, VIDEOS & THE INTERNET

 

DVD / FILM REVIEW

The classic film Doomsday has been screed on at least two TV channels recently and several people have asked after the identity of the steam loco that appears therein. It is in fact the CWVR Class 24 No.3655.

Oh, and when we say classic film it is because this unbelievable dire dross would almost certainly make any list of the 10 worst films ever made, and 3655’s “acting” is superior to any of the “actors” appearing!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *         

EVENTS CALENDAR

	2009.02.22
	Kloof-Inchanga

   USR
	S
	Usual monthly USR running day POSTPONED  to 2009.03.01

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.01
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return. Normal running day deferred from 2009.02.22

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.04-06
	Railways & Harbours Conference & Exhibition
	N/a
	New rail and harbour event to be held at the Cape Town ICC

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.10
	CREA MEETING
	-
	23 HARMAN ROAD, CLAREMONT (Harvey & Di Metcalf)

from 19h30. Members and their guests welcome.

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.25-04.02
	Steam safari

   RTC / Rovos Rail
	S
	Pretoria – Victoria Falls trip CANCELLED

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.29
	Cullinan Minor Steam Run

   FotR
	S
	A joint FotR, Morris Minor Club and Historical Society event with parallel runs for the train and pre-1971 motor vehicles.

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.29
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return

	
	
	
	

	2009.03.29
	Paton’s steam run

   PCNGR
	S
	Ixopo (10h30) – Carisbrooke – Ixopo (13h00). R 125 pp

	
	
	
	

	2009.04.04-14
	Steam safari

   PG / Rovos Rail
	S
	Return leg of the RTC / Rovos trip. CANCELLED

	
	
	
	

	2009.04.12 / 13
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return Easter Specials (two days)

	
	
	
	

	2009.04.14
	CREA MEETING
	-
	23 HARMAN ROAD, CLAREMONT (Harvey & Di Metcalf)

from 19h30. Members and their guests welcome.

	
	
	
	

	2009.04.19
	Paton’s steam run

   PCNGR
	S
	Ixopo (10h30) – Carisbrooke – Ixopo (13h00). R 125 pp

	
	
	
	

	2009.04.26 / 27
	Inchanga Choo Choo

    USR
	S
	Kloof (08h30 / 12h30) – Inchanga return (two days)

	
	
	
	

	2009.05.02-13
	South African NG Tour

   Geoff’s Trains
	S
	3 days at Sandstone, then to KZN for Ingwe and PCNGR action before heading to Port Elizabeth for Apple Express runs.


*******************

 

	Mon‑Sat
	Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe
 TFHP
	Steam /

diesel
	2/3 trains daily Monday-Saturday in season on George – Mossel Bay section, 3 times weekly out of season. 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Sat monthly
	Public running day

   WPLS
	S
	Model live steam rides, open to members of the public.

	
	
	
	

	1st Sun monthly
	Open Day

 SANRASM
	-
	First Sunday of the month at the REGM site with short runs at 10h30, 12h00, 13h45 & 14h45

	 
	 
	 
	 

	First & last Sun monthly
	1 000 Hills Choo Choo
 USR
	Steam

 
	Twice-monthly runs from Kloof (08h30 and 12h30) to Inchanga, currently reduced to one running day per month.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Last Sunday 

bi-monthly
	1 000 Hills Choo Choo
 USR
	Steam

 
	Bi-monthly runs from Pietermaritzburg (11h00) to Inchanga

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Various
	Apple Express
  PEAE
	Steam or diesel
	NG trips behind class NG 15 or Class 91 diesels. 


 

	AR
	Atlantic Rail (SA)
	ian@atlanticrail.co.za 

	CWVR
	Cape Western Vintage Railway (SA)
	021 7971125 or trainmanager@absamail.co.za 

	EE
	Eshayamoya Express / Ingwe Mun. (SA)
	dlsmith@futurenet.co.za 

	EVR
	Elgin Valley Railway (SA)
	Jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

	Far Rail
	Far Rail Tours (Bernd Seiler) (D)
	www.FarRail.com 

	FotR
	Friends of the Rail (SA)
	http://www.friendsoftherail.com

	Geoff’s TT
	Geoff’s Train Tours (Geoff Cooke) (UK)
	0044 1562 632000 or Website www.geoffs-trains.com 

	JB
	JB Train Tours (SA)
	www.jbtours.co.za 

	Lo/Rie
	Lo/Rie Tours (D)
	http://www.plandampfteam.de/userdocs/LoRie_Zimbabwe_eng.pdf

	PEAE
	Port Elizabeth Apple Express (SA)
	www.apple-express.co.za 

	RTC
	Railway Touring Co.  (UK)
	http://www.railwaytouring.co.uk

	RS
	Reefsteamers (SA)
	http://www.reefsteamers.co.za

	RVR
	Rovos Rail (SA)
	021 4214020

	SANRASM
	SA National Railway And Steam Museum (SA)
	011 8881154

	SHT
	Sandstone Heritage Trust (SA)
	051 9332235 or hesterp@sandstone.co.za 

	S2000
	Steamnet 2000  (SA)
	S2000@vodamail.co.za 

	TFHP
	Transnet Foundation Heritage Preservation (SA)
	General Enquiries;- 044 801 8289  Voorbaai Shed Tours; - 044 604 6280

	USR
	Umgeni Steam Railway (SA)
	


*******************
Please note that some of the trains listed above are “contract” or “corporate” trains” from which the general public is excluded and are only included for members’ interest.

NORMAN WILLIAM SCHLUTER

1938.05.27-2008.12.18

MARK ROBINSON

I will remember Norman as a man of strong opinions, and never afraid to voice them, and he was my friend, colleague, business partner and fellow railway enthusiast for over 20 years. We served together on the committee of the Railway Society of South Africa in Cape Town for 10 years or more and later he was one of the main instigators in the formation of Cape Railway Enthusiasts Association.

I travelled many thousands of kilometers with Norm in the pursuit of steam trains so as to record them – he largely in moving images while I concentrated on still images. I also remember that the only time Norm had an accident when out gricing in that era was on the first occasion where he had gone off on his own a couple of days ahead of me joining up with him. I recall getting a call at my office from him, in a very calm voice, telling me that he had rolled his car on the dirt road near Duiwerivier. Unfazed, he had the windscreen replaced and then continued as if nothing had happened!

I will remember Norman the builder of superb railway models, often working from scratch. All of us who saw it will remember his huge model of the Van Staden’s gorge railway bridge.

I will remember Norman the submariner, not a job for the faint-hearted.

I will remember Norman the family man who was lucky enough to find happiness with Gloria after the tragic loss of his first wife Doris.

I will remember grandfather Norman patiently dealing with three young granddaughters.

I will remember many kilometers and many photo stops chasing trains.

I will remember Norman as a friend and colleague.

Yes, I will remember Norman - because, like all true friends he is a part of who I am.

BOB SANDUSKY – CANADA;

Deeply sorry to receive this news. And only 69! I will be 75 in April and have become accustomed to having my older friends and relatives pass on but now it seems increasingly occurring to those of a younger age. Norman was one of the first people I got to know in Cape Town and who made me feel welcome (as has everyone else in CREA, thank you). It seemed that he was always 'there' when 'things' were happening. He also encouraged my first (of many) visits to Port Elizabeth and lent me his local atlas for my guidance, which I duly returned to him the following year!
Don't know much about his next of kin but ask that you extend my condolences to them. With thanks, Bob

DEREK & VALERIE PHILIPS (STEAM & SAFARIS) – UK: 

Thank you letting us know this sad news. We spent several very happy days and even a few overnights with Norman down the years. Although we cannot make the service - our thoughts will be with you all. Derek & Valerie

EDDIE & AUDREY VAN DER WIELEN – FRANSCHHOEK 

Please pass on our most sincere condolences to Gloria, Eric, his wife and kids. We have fond memories of Norman. Eddie & Audrey

JOHN HILTON – UK;

Sorry to hear about Norman passing away, Please pass my condolences on to the family. Regards, John
BARRY EAGLES – UK;

Sorry to hear about Norman, I have pleasant memories of him from Union Limited railtours in the nineties, and a GOOD few jars of Bosun Bitter in the Ferryman’s. Rest in peace old friend. Barry J Eagles

BRUCE ANDERSON – USA;

I take it this is the Norman I knew with the little blue car who was kind enough to drive me around chasing steam trains, notably on Beryl's 2002 trip. I didn't know he was sick. It's of course a bit far for me to attend but my thoughts are with his family. Bruce

PETER WATSON – UK;

Please pass on my condolences to Norman’s family. Peter W

BARRY CULLEN – BETTY’S BAY;

I am sad to hear about Norman's passing Mark.  Thank you for letting us know.  We won't be able to make it to the service 'fraid to say but will join you in spirit Tuesday 15:00 for a thought for a great guy.   Particularly remember his assistance on a four-day steam trips run by Ian Pretorius and his wife Jenny on which Norman was part of the crew. I did one of these trips, a great pleasure of course; "jumped ship" Oudtshoorn southbound, AWOL until George. Got a great video shot of the train somewhere in the cuttings before Blossoms.  Rejoined train in George and Norman' relieved words were:  "Where he hell have you been!?"

So, Oudtshoorn 2nd call, to Norman's major concern I leave the train, hitch a lift south then descend to passing siding (the name now escapes me) have the most beautiful walk along the track through the remote region south of Oudtshoorn. Finally train hoves in sight and I catch a splendid shot of it from atop a koppie, the train passing below me in a cutting. Then, with no one at all on God's earth, walk along the tracks and then through scrub for two hours back to main road. Glorious. Kind lifts from motorists; intercept the train in George. Steam from Ashton to Cape Town. A memorable trip. Yours aye, Barry

ROB & JANETTE TIBBITS – UK

We were away over the weekend so late in picking up news of Norman. It is sad as we saw a lot of him during the heyday of the Union Ltd. and enjoyed his company at the Ferryman's and elsewhere. Since he remarried we saw less of him but lots of good memories remain. The memorial service is probably happening about now and we hope he has been given a fond and appropriate farewell. Rob & Janette

JOHN MACONACHIE – CAPE TOWN

Regret that I was not able to make the service yesterday. Please pass on my condolences to Norman's family; I have fond memories of many meetings and outings with him over the years. Kind regards, John
Harvey Metcalf, Peter Rogers, Ted Freeman and Mark Robinson represented CREA at the memorial service held for Norman on 23.12.2009. Also in attendance from the rail fraternity were Ian Pretorius, Ken Campbell, Geoff Johnson, Malcolm & Mavis Ridgard, Fred Reiger and 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

One winter’s morning a husband and wife in northern Idaho were listening to the radio during breakfast when they heard the announcer say, “We are going to have 8 to 10 inches of snow today. You must park your car on the even-numbered side of the 
street, so the snowplows can get through”, so the good wife went and moved her car.
A week later while they are eating breakfast again, the radio announcer said, “We are expecting 10 to 12 inches of snow today. You 
must park your car on the odd-numbered side of the street, so the snowplows can get through”. The good wife went out and moved her car again.

The next week they are again having breakfast, when the radio announcer says, “We are expecting 12 to 14 inches of snow today. You must park....” Then the electric power went out. The good wife was very upset, and with a worried look on her face she 
said, “Honey, I don't know what to do. Which side of the street do I need to park on so the snowplow can get through?”. With all the love and understanding in his voice that men who are married to blondes exhibit, the husband replied, “Why don't you just leave it in the garage this time?”
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