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HAPPY HOLIDAY STEAMING FROM MEC ALAN WINDE
Since coming to office just over six months ago, we have made remarkable inroads into keeping the Choo-Tjoe steaming, not least because of the public support shown by you.  I have also developed a true appreciation for the beauty and meaning of steam trains. 
When I first became aware that the Choo-Tjoe was to be derailed, I was very heart sore. For many, the Choo-Tjoe is more than a train – it is a symbol of our proud heritage and an icon of the livelihoods it has sustained over the decades.

Today, we stand in a very different position.  Transnet has agreed to keep the train on track until a suitable private owner is found.  In October, they issued a call for Expressions of Interest, and we believe that they have had responses.  
At present, the submissions that Transnet have received are being evaluated, after which time a short-listing process will occur.  In conjunction will Transnet, we will be sure to issue you with news as soon as a successful bidder has been chosen.
Unfortunately, since this is a tender process (managed entirely by Transnet), details around the applications must remain confidential.  This is to protect the identity of the participants to the process.  

If you do have any queries, please contact Transnet directly by e-mailing: Mboniso.sigonyela@transnet.net.  

I would like to urge all steam fanatics, and especially the recipients of our newsletter, to please take a trip on the Choo-Tjoe this festive season. As you know best, it is a wonderful way to spend a day with your family.  Due to a severe drought in the Garden Route, the Choo-Tjoe may be running off diesel.  Nevertheless, the spirit of the Choo-Tjoe remains and it will be an experience to be remembered. 
