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12 July 2012
PROGRAMME  ANNOUNCEMENTS  :  JULY 2012
Monthly Meeting:-

Date & Time:-
Wednesday, 18 July 2012.  7.00 p.m. for 7.30.  
Venue:
Musketeer German Club, 7 Barham Road, WESTVILLE 
Feature:-

Member Peter Field will be entertaining us with a selection of his slides covering, amongst others, steam in what used to be the Orange Free State, including Bethlehem – Bloemfontein; KZN and specifically Mason’s Mill up to the days of USR occupation.  There will also be coverage of the Apple Express and George – Knysna operations, both of which alas, are no more.  The presentation will then move into international territory, with pics of various US, Canadian, British and German locomotives, including the mammoth “Big Boy” mallet in the USA.  Finally, he will show some photos of his first SAR model layout.

Next Month’s Programme:-
Wednesday, 15 August 2012:-   As many members have indicated that their interest in railways also extends to harbours – and the contents thereof (!), we will be departing from our usual railway theme for once and will instead be showing some extremely historic SABC footage from the 1960’s and ‘70’s of the Union Castle mailship service between Britain and South Africa, with a specific focus on the Windsor Castle.  
Umgeni Steam Railway:-



                      (website address:  www.umgenisteamrailway.co.za)
Although train operations remain suspended – probably until the latter half of the year – work on Class 19D no. 2685 continues.  Depending upon how well the repair work progresses, trains could be back in operation by the end of August, but keep a look-out for further updates.  Breakfast and morning teas are served at Inchanga station from 09:00 on Sundays, followed by lunch between 12:00 and 14:00, with funds in aid of USR’s Class 3BR “Maureen” restoration.  For reservations please contact Bev on 083-226 1024 or on-line booking www.bevelart.net.

 

Work-parties take place at Inchanga most weekends – usually on Saturdays.  Coaching – Clem Robins (031-783 4865) projects currently underway include the refurbishment of suburban coach no. 7390;  Locos – Simon Anderson (082-820 9337)  Class 19D 2685 is undergoing major boiler and axle-box repairs.   For all enquiries about the running of U.S.R. trains, please call Rob Macgregor on 031-303 3003; 082-353 6003 or 087-808 7715.
For details of USR’s recently launched fundraising competition that features fantastic prizes such as a free trip on Rovos Rail and a Starlight Cruise, contact Andy Anderson on 071-146 6160 or visit the USR website.
Railway History Society:-  The previously postponed RHS meeting will now take place on Wednesday, 1 August 2012 at Mike Cottrell’s residence, 8 Old New Germany Road, Westville.
   Combined Library/Museum sessions: 11:00 – 17:00 on Saturdays, 21 July and 18 August 2012 at Inchanga station.  Willing hands are desperately needed at the library and museum, especially in the archive section which seems to grow by the month!  Coffee available at 11 and “bring & braai” at 1pm.  
D.S.M.E.:-   Durban Society of Model Engineers operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the second Sunday of each month at Kellaway Park, Hinton Grove, VIRGINIA.  Contact Alf Farr on 031-564 7066.
P.M.E.S.:-  Pietermaritzburg Model Engineering Society operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the first Sunday of each month at Bisley in PIETERMARITZBURG. Contact Andries Keyser on 082-557 2119.
Appeal for assistance on behalf of RSSA National:-  Can anyone help with shelving materials (even SA Pine would be good) to accommodate the Society’s extensive collection of SA Rail magazine back-copies?  Alternatively, any type of pigeon-hole shelving capable of housing A-4 sized documents would be suitable.
Branch Scribe:-  We are in need of a volunteer for the position of Branch Scribe, to keep record of the happenings at monthly meetings for inclusion in Natal Newsletter.    
Photographic Section:-  A Convenor is required, mainly to look after the once-a-year function of organising the Photographic Competition.  Please contact me if you are able to assist.
2012/13 Subscription Renewals:- Please check the attached list to ensure that your renewal has been received, as the mailing list is about to be updated.  Also note that only fully paid-up members will go into a lucky draw for the new 150 Years of Railways book, about to the published by Jean Dulez.  The draw will be done at the August meeting.
Ashley Peter 
SECRETARY
	RSSA NATAL BRANCH : MEMBERSHIPS LAPSED AS AT 30 JUNE 2012

	NAME
	INITIALS
	MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

	ANDERSON
	E.K.
	0514 NN*

	ANDERSON
	S.
	2121 NN*

	BENADE
	E.J.L.
	1996 NN

	BENNETT
	B.
	2758 NNF*

	BENNETT
	B.
	2759 NNF*

	BENNETT
	G.R.
	2475 NN*

	COLLYER
	R.
	2658 N*

	CROSS
	B.
	2509 N*

	DU CROQ
	M.C.
	2438 N

	FINCHAM
	R.
	2723 N*

	FREEMAN
	S.R.
	2733 N*

	FRYER
	G.B.
	2533 NN*

	GROBLER
	P.S.
	2637 N*

	HADLEY
	A.R.
	0222 NN*

	HALKETT
	C.I.
	2385 N

	JAMES
	R.
	2635 NN*

	KEYSER
	A.A.
	2740 N*

	LARRAMAN
	R.
	2685 NN

	MacDONALD
	C.G.
	0442 N

	MACGREGOR
	R.R.
	0291 NN*

	McCLELLAND
	R.A.
	1956 N*

	NEL
	J.
	2091 N*

	NORTON (JNR)
	D.
	2414 N*

	PRETORIUS 
	J.J.
	2634 N*

	RAATS
	R.A.
	0948 NN*

	SANDILANDS
	M. 
	2649 NN*

	SCHUBACH
	F.
	2762 N

	VARTY
	V.
	2684 NN

	WILSON
	S.C.
	2610 N*


Hi All –

Just testing the water…

Shosholoza Meyl will be offering a discounted rate on all its trains until the end of September 2012.

I am thinking about arranging an RSSA excursion to Cape Town which would include the following:-

(i)         Trans-Natal Sleeper Class train Durban – Johannesburg (now with full double-diner catering)

(ii)         Gautrain trip from Johannesburg to Pretoria (Hatfield) and return

(iii) Premier Classe train from Johannesburg to Cape Town

(iv) Golden Arrow bus to V&A Waterfront and return

(v) Train Lodge overnight bed & breakfast accommodation

(vi) Premier Classe train from Cape Town to Johannesburg

(vii) Gautrain trip from Johannesburg to Rhodesfield and return

(viii) Trans-Natal Sleeper Class train Johannesburg to Durban

The whole trip would take five days, departing Durban on a Wednesday evening and arriving back on Monday morning.  Estimated price for the above would be R4 950 (sharing) or R5 400 (single occupancy).

Just for information – the normal Premier Classe return fare between Johannesburg and Cape Town is R5 000!

Please advise if you would be interested in participating – and what date/s would be acceptable.  I need to know quite urgently so that I can start making arrangements.  Departures could be arranged for:-

8 August
22 August

5 September

12 September
Unfortunately I cannot arrange trips on normal Shosholoza Meyl trains between Johannesburg – Cape Town – Johannesburg as SM will not accept connections with less than 8 hours, so an additional overnight stay would be required each way in Johannesburg for such an option.
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