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12 September 2012
PROGRAMME  ANNOUNCEMENTS  :  SEPTEMBER 2012
Monthly Meeting:-

Date & Time:-
Wednesday, 19 September 2012.  7.00 p.m. for 7.30.  
Venue:

Musketeer German Club, 7 Barham Road, WESTVILLE 
Feature:-

“Desert Steam - Through the Namib with the Union Limited”, a professional video of the Union Limited 1998 special tour train undertaking a once-off 5 000km trip from Cape Town to Walvis Bay and return, almost entirely worked by oil-burning locomotives of Classes 15F, 19D and 25NC.  The DVD has been kindly lent to us by Chris Brown. 

Next Month’s Programme:-
Wednesday, 17 October 2012:- An illustrated talk on the Eastern Free State Main Line from Bethlehem to Bloemfontein by Mike Cottrell. 

Umgeni Steam Railway:-



                      (website address:  www.umgenisteamrailway.co.za)

Unfortunately USR will not be able to complete the required work on Class 19D no. 2685 “Wesley” by the end of September, so the next Running Day will now be Sunday, 28 October 2012.  Please confirm with Robbie on 082-353 6003 about progress in this regard.  Breakfast and morning teas are served at Inchanga station from 09:00 on Sundays, followed by lunch between 12:00 and 14:00, with funds in aid of USR’s Class 3BR “Maureen” restoration.  For reservations please contact Bev on 083-226 1024 or on-line booking www.bevelart.net.

 

Work-parties take place at Inchanga most weekends – usually on Saturdays.  Coaching – Clem Robins (031-783 4865) projects currently underway include the refurbishment of suburban coach no. 7390;  Locos – Simon Anderson (082-820 9337)  Class 19D 2685 is undergoing major boiler and axle-box repairs.   For all enquiries about the running of U.S.R. trains, please call Rob Macgregor on 031-303 3003; 082-353 6003 or 087-808 7715.
For details of USR’s fundraising competition that features fantastic prizes such as a free trip on Rovos Rail and a Starlight Cruise, contact Andy Anderson on 071-146 6160 or visit the USR website.
Railway History Society:-  School tours of the Inchanga station, museum and surrounds have been arranged for 25, 27 and 28 September 2012.  There is an appeal for members who have time available on these days to assist with guiding the various groups of scholars around the site.  Please contact Bruce Bennett on 084-765 6504 if you are able to assist.
Combined Library/Museum sessions: 11:00 – 17:00 on Saturdays, 22 September (please note change of date!) and 20 October 2012 at Inchanga station.  Willing hands are desperately needed at the library and museum, especially in the archive section which seems to grow by the month!  Complimentary coffee available at 11 and “bring & braai” at 1pm.  
D.S.M.E.:-   Durban Society of Model Engineers operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the second Sunday of each month at Kellaway Park, Hinton Grove, VIRGINIA.  Contact Alf Farr on 031-564 7066.

P.M.E.S.:-  Pietermaritzburg Model Engineering Society operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the first Sunday of each month at Bisley in PIETERMARITZBURG. Contact Andries Keyser on 082-557 2119.
Branch Scribe:-  We are in need of a volunteer for the position of Branch Scribe, to keep record of the happenings at monthly meetings for inclusion in Natal Newsletter.    

Photographic Section:-  A Convenor is required, mainly to look after the once-a-year function of organising the Photographic Competition.  Please contact me if you are able to assist.

Lucky Draw for 150 Years of Railways Book:-  Congratulations to Mr L.G. Dorling of Pietermaritzburg who was the winner of the lucky draw at the August meeting.  We will be contacting you about delivery of the book just as soon as our ordered copies arrive.  In the meantime, I am taking orders for the book, which will be selling at R400 and/or the twin DVD set which sells for R200.  Please see attached advert for more details. We are expecting stocks to arrive by the end of September.  
Ashley Peter 
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