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HELLO DOLLY  


                                                            (Photo courtesy James Waite)
Our Members will already be aware that Sappi Saiccor have recently donated their last working 19D Class 4-8-2 No 3 to our Group for preservation as a goodwill gesture. This may come as a bit of a surprise to some people as the loco was built by Robert Stephenson & Hawthorns in Darlington rather than by NBL. However, this particular engine has great significance as, when it was taken out of service in August last year, it was the very last British steam locomotive in regular day to day service in South Africa. 
Saiccor No 3 only missed being a North British engine by just three digits as it was the third from last to be built by RSH in 1947, the following batch of 50 19D’s being constructed by NBL in 1948. Sir Nigel Gresley once described the 19D’s as ‘one of the best steam locomotive designs the World has ever seen’ so the chance for us to acquire one in full working order was too good an opportunity to miss. 

The preservation of No 3 has come about due to an excellent relationship that was developed with the Sappi Management by small number of our Members during regular visits to the line over the last 25 years. We are now working with Darlington RPS to seek Lottery Funding to return the locomotive to its birthplace for display. In the meantime, given the current steam shortage in South Africa, we are quite open to the loan of the locomotive to local SA preservation groups whilst fund raising and logistical issues are resolved. If any relevant organisations are interested in a free loan of Saiccor No 3 they should contact us via email aasp.
More news about our exciting plans to preserve this iconic locomotive will follow as soon as possible and a separate fund will be set up once the costs and logistics have been agreed.
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ENGINE 61662 APPEAL  
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                          (photos KL Collection)

Our Engine 61662 Appeal received a welcome boost this month with the arrival of a surprise parcel from Manchester United Football Club. Museum Curator Mark Wylie has very kindly sent us the actual shirt worn by England Captain Wayne Rooney in the Man United vs Real Sociedad match at Old Trafford on October 23rd 2013 plus a Manchester United match football hand signed by 15 players from the 2011 squad.
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Also included in the parcel was a letter from the Club authenticating these items and giving us permission to Auction them to raise funds towards our new locomotive. We greatly appreciate this very generous gift from the Club and would like to give our own Members & Supporters the first opportunity to acquire them.   
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If you would like to own either of these unique items, please email me or post your bids to 4 Porchfield Close, Earley by Saturday 19th March. Guideline prices will be around £150 for the shirt and £50 for the ball and the winner will also receive the equivalent value of Shares Certificates in the new 61662 locomotive. Thank you once again to Mark and the Club for this very generous assistance towards our fund raising.
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Photo feature - SAICCOR No 3 



       (Photos James Waite & KL Collection)
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Our ‘new’ loco first arrived in South Africa in early 1948, just as the newly formed British Railways was being created. It took SAR number 2767 and worked at several different sheds until the 1980’s when it became a Bloemfontein engine. At the end of 1987 it was part exchanged in a deal which involved Neilson Reid 8DW 4-8-0 No 1197 being released by Sappi for the SAR Museum. (rather ironically, this engine is now on one of the Transnet disposal lists) As Saiccor No 3, No 2767 continued in service until August 2015.
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It is seen here at Quarry Bend coming under the N2 road bridge, inside the spacious cab with driver Phillip Potgieter, on shed at the Pulp Mill with 19D 2697, and backing onto its train at Umkomaas sidings.
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THE ANTOFAGASTA TANKS 
                                      (photos Jean Marc Frybourg / NB Loco Co)

Between 1903 and 1927 North British built a total of 128 steam locomotives for the railways of Chile on 37 separate orders. Some of the most interesting were a series of 20 powerful 2-8-4 Tanks that were effectively designed for mountain climbing on the ferocious grades of the Ferrocarril de Antofagasta a Bolivia.
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The FCAB links the Chilean ports of Antofagasta and Mejillones with the Bolivian Capital of La Paz, the distance covered by through trains being 729 miles. Near Ascotan, 223 miles from the coast, an altitude of more than 14,000 feet is reached. The NBL Tanks built for the line in 1927 were oil fired and weighed 90 tons, 12 cwt. The single injector for boiler feed was supplemented by a Worthington pump and heater which was situated immediately beside the smokebox. The vital statistics of these interesting locomotives included: rigid and total wheelbases of 11ft 9ins and 31ft 0ins respectively. Cylinders 19 x 24 ins, coupled wheels 3ft 8ins diameter, working pressure 180lbs per sq inch, tractive effort 30,124 lbs at 85% of boiler pressure, water capacity 2,530 gallons and oil fuel capacity 1,478 gallons.
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Three of these chunky tanks survive in Antofagasta, Nos 34, 36 & 209 (NBL works numbers 23563 / 23565 & 23578) No 34 is maintained in running condition and is seen above after working a short charter train in 2010. The somewhat oversized cab roof on this Class in fact contains the oil fuel tank.
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SPANISH INDUSTRY   

                             (photos courtesy http://gwrarchive.org/index.php) 
In the 1970’s, the Spanish industrial lines were a happy hunting ground for enthusiasts seeking out steam locos built by NBL and its Constituents. An incredible variety of locomotives could be found hard at work long after their British cousins had ceased their daily toil.
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Main Picture : A pair of former FC Bilbao a Portugalete 2-4-0Ts, both built by Sharp Stewart, number 103 'Bilbao' (SS 3380 of 1887) nearest the camera & number 101 'Sestao' (SS 3469 of 1888) create a busy scene whilst working in the yard at Turon on 20/5/1976. Photo Mike Squire
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Above Left : Former Parcocha Iron Co., later Norte 0-6-0T number 1608 built by (Dubs 2743/1891), RENFE no. 030-0216, then numbered 306 stands in the yard at Mieres Steelworks; with a sister engine standing behind on 25th September 1970. Fabrica de Mieres SA purchased all 4 members of this class from RENFE in 1956 Photo Richard Chandler. Above Right : Sharp Stewart 2-4-0T (4755/1901) number 4 'Gandarias', formerly FC de Bilbao a Portugalete number 13, shunts at the La Felguera plant owned by UNINSA which was connected to both RENFE & the FC de Langreo on 7th Aug 1970. Photo Tony Bowles
We are grateful once again to the Restoration and Archiving Trust for the use of the images shown here.
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AC ELECTRIC
 

                                               (photos courtesy ACLG / O Hodgson)
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Formed in 1996, the AC Locomotive Group are the UK's only dedicated AC electric locomotive preservation society. They currently have ten AC electric locomotives in their care, including Britain's oldest surviving AC loco, dating from 1960, through to the unique 1986 prototype Class 89. For a ten year period up till 2012 they held custody of the National Railway Museum’s unique NBL Class AL4 AC Electric loco No E3036 (NBL 27793). More recognisable these days as 84001, the loco was given a superb cosmetic makeover by the Group at their base at Barrow Hill loco shed near Staveley. It is seen below being pinch barred by hand onto the shed turntable during the early stages of restoration in July 2002. 
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Also in the care of the group is a surviving cab from AL4 Classmate No E3044 (NBL 27803). This was restored to Electric Blue livery for use as a driving demonstration stand and is currently stored at Long Marston in Warwickshire. Further details of the AC Group can be found at http://www.aclocogroup.co.uk
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NEWS IN BRIEF                                                                                                        (photos David Love)
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David Love has very kindly sent us photos of two plates in his railwayana collection from the ill-fated NBL 8F that was involved in the fatal accident at Chapel-en-le-Frith in February 1957. Driver John Axon was tragically killed trying to stop a runaway freight train train after a broken pipe on his locomotive filled the cab with scalding steam. Axon was posthumously awarded the George Cross and his medal was later donated by his family to the National Railway Museum. Further details of this sad event can be found on :
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Axon
The first of Transnet’s Locomotive Disposal Auctions took place on 16th February and several of the steam locos on offer were purchased. Prestige 15F No 3153 has been saved by New Zealand enthusiast Grant Bradley who tells us that he initially intends to protect the engine from unauthorised access and then acquire any missing parts that will be needed to bring this superb locomotive back to steam. A further Transnet Auction including 47 more steam locos, many of British origin, is scheduled to be held in March.
Sharp Stewart Darjeeling & Himalayas B Class 0-4-0ST No 19 will be guest of honour on the Ffestiniog Railway’s annual ‘Snowdonia’ Special on Saturday 16th April. The 10 car train will include Pullman observation saloon No 150 and the luxury parlour car ‘Carrabassett’. The train is due to leave Porthmadog at 8-30 am and it is hoped to arrange a run-past at Beddgelert with No 19. Other locomotives in use will be Palmerston, Blanche, Prince and Linda.

The superb RPSI restoration of Neilson Reid GNR (Irelend) Q Class 4-4-0 No 131 was a runner up for this year’s prestigious Heritage Railway Association’s John Coiley award. HRA Chairman (Ireland) Johnny Glendinning presented the certificate to Peter Scott at the RPSI's annual general meeting in Whitehead on 13th February.
And finally : I have to thank NBLPG Member Pete Cooper for pointing out the error of my ways relating to the caption of last month’s cover photo. I gave the date as 1963 but as Pete rightly says, NBL ‘King Arthur’ No 30767 was actually withdrawn from service in June 1959. I’ve checked back through our files and have not been able to ascertain the correct date for the photo -but it was more likely to have been 1953 than 1963!
                                           Thank you all once again for your continued support

                                            More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact our Secretary Ken Livermore by letter or by e:mail.  NBL related Photos can be uploaded direct to our Facebook page at : https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
New Members and Supporters are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.co.uk Please send items for the website to Dave Fox at : webmaster@nbloco.co.uk
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to participate in our locomotive preservation projects. All donations and membership fees will be acknowledged in writing. For further details, please email our Hon. Secretary : ken.livermore@btinternet.com 
If you would like to join us or make a donation, please complete the form below and send it to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                 NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                               A NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANISATION

                                          MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (Optional)                 :     £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 196 RESTORATION FUND     :     £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO HENDRIE CLASS 1 4-8-0 SHIPPING FUND        :     £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO LNER TENDER RESTORATION FUND 
    :     £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**SHARES IN ENGINE 61662 (AT £25 PER SHARE)** 

    :     £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


               :     £

All donations, loans and subscriptions will be acknowledged, thank you for your interest and support. Please make cheques or orders for Donations or Membership payable to ‘NBL Preservation Group’

**Please make Cheques for Shares in Engine 61662 payable to ‘Engine 61662 Appeal’ thank you.
