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THE LASI steam locomotive
owned by artist David
Shepherd has returned to
main Iine operation in South
Africa after eight years.

Presented to Mr Shepherd
by Spoornet (South African
Railways) in 1991, the Class
'lsF' 4-8-2, No. 3052, was
placed in the care of the
Sandstone Heritage Trust
and main line operator
Reefsteamers, in preference
to bringing it to Britain where

its 3ft 6in gauge would
preclude operation.

Withdrawn in 2008
with boiler problems, the
Iocomotive has undergone
a nine-month overhaul at
Reefsteamers' Germiston
depot, including a full retube.
It recelved its new three-year
boiler certificate following a

steam test on May 9.
It made its main line

debut on June 4, double-
heading with No.3046 - one
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f Argentina's handsome North British-built 2-8-0 No. l2I is to be

overhauled for a return to operation,

Arg*ntrnians revive
'Scottish dinosaur'
A British-built 'Great Glasgow University, the latter
Western' Iocomotive is set holding many of the NBL
to return to steam in South records and drawings.
America - with a little help Known to staff as'the
from British preservationists. Scottish dinosaur', the

The Tren Patagonico locomotive was built in 1912
(Patagonian Train), a state- for the Argentine Great
owned 826km, Sft 6in gauge Western Railway (Gran Oeste
railway in Argentina, is Argentino). lt was used for
planning to overhaul North railtours during the 1990s,
British 2-8-0 No. i21 (NBL but was later laid up after
MNo. 19778) for railtour use. the operator went bankrupt.
It enlisted the help of the UK's lt was moved to the Tren
North British Locomotive Patagonico in 2015 and has
Preservation Group and now entered the workshops.
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of three more '15Fs' in the
Reef steamers collection, and
the only other operational
example in South Africa
- on the Planes, Trains &
Automobiles' excursion to
Magliesburg.

No, 3052 is now to move to
a new home at Hermanstad,
Pretoria. to help alleviate
a critical motive power

shortage for another main
line steam operator, Friends
of the Rail. With its '19D'

4-8-2 No. 2650 stopped for
a major overhaul, FOTR has
been reduced to using its less
powerful '24' 2-8-4, lorcing
lower passenger loadings.

Restored to its i991
appearance with'whitewall'
tyres and the name'Avril',
after Mr Shepherd's wife,
No. 3052 has also had its
original name of Brakpan
reinstated on the smoke
deflectors. This was applied
when the North British-built

loc:-:: .= rvas new in 1945,
alth.: -g- : :lso later ran with
the :: : I :,. cf Germiston'.

The::-:' :comotives in
David S-:: -:-l's collection
were BF ?: :--0-0
No.922C3 3 =:{ Prince'
(sold to th: 

"--:- 
Norfolk

Railway).'4r.'- .1-5-0

No.75029 -:* -- the North
Yorkshire r,' :: -s :: iway)

and Cape 3: .:---:rt
Railways -: i-3-l \o.993
(now at:-. r,=rrt t Shildon).
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heavity striFd for spares
to keeo its sister engine
No. 3511 in steam. The
latler b abo r:ox, i:r tie cir!
of SietrrEEt and awaiting

? resMi{xl at the group's
3earsfidd site.
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