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DUBS LIVERY CHANGE



                                                   (Photo KL Collection)

 
Replacement number plates and works plates have now been fitted to our Dubs ‘A Class’ Tank No 196 at the Mizens Railway and, although there are still a couple of minor tasks still to complete, this fine little loco is now externally back to its 1960’s SAR condition before it was sold out of service for industrial use. 


As regular readers will know, the black livery has been temporarily applied to comply with the wishes of around 40 of our Members who voted for SAR colours in a ballot last year. However, 64 Members voted for Natal Green so the black livery will only be retained until the end of the season. If you wish to photograph the loco in this condition please get down to the Mizens as soon as possible. Opening times can be found on the website : http://www.wokingminiaturerailwaysociety.com
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BAHAMAS OVERHAUL




          (Notes & photos Courtesy John Hillier)
John Hillier reports that the overhaul of LMS ‘Jubilee’ Class 4-6-0 No 45596 ‘Bahamas’ (NB 24154) is proceeding well at Tyseley Works with most of the work in recent weeks being concentrated on the boiler. New tubes were being fitted at the end of June and the hydraulic test is becoming imminent. We are all looking forward to the return of this superb locomotive and the following notes are summarised from the latest BLS Journal.
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Bahamas’ Tender is currently at Ingrow on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway and both mechanical work and painting are nearing completion. When ready it will be despatched to Tyseley to be re-united with the loco. The valve gear is also at Ingrow being overhauled and re-bushed and this will soon be sent to Tyseley to be fitted to the loco. 

At Tyseley there is still a fair amount to detail work to be completed. Most of the crown stays have been fitted but there are a small number of side stays still to be made and fitted. The completed superheater flues have passed their X-Ray test and the elements are 50% complete, waiting for some replacement castings. The boiler itself will soon be moved over a pit in the Works to enable the foundation ring to be caulked and commence fitting of the smaller tubes. Further details of No 45596’s overhaul and other BLS activities including the LNWR Coal Tank and Ingrow Museum can be found on their website : http://www.bahamaslocomotivesociety.com
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The annual Knaphill Village Show took place at the Mizens Railway on Saturday 15th July attracting several thousand visitors to the site. In the preceding weeks a great deal of effort went into tidying up the area around No 61662 and preparing the various parts of the locomotive to make it look as attractive as possible.


Although cutting the locomotive mainframes is still a way off at present, a wooden structure was erected between the cab and the smokebox to fill in the void and display our ‘Manchester United’ nameplate in approximately the position it will occupy when the footplating is completed. A 61662 banner was displayed on the frame illustrating our project and leaflets were made available for visitors in the cab.
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We are continuing to make progress with mechanical work on the engine but funds are urgently needed to purchase parts and equipment. Volunteers are also needed for the regular work parties and if you can help in any way, please contact Ken by telephone or email.
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BRITAIN’S MOST POWERFUL

                                                              (photos KL Collection) 

Much has been written about the most powerful steam locomotives in the UK and arguments have always raged between supporters of the various UK railway companies about the respective merits of their favourite engines In terms of Tractive Effort however, the most powerful steam locomotive to run in the UK was the LNER U1 Class 2-8-0 + 0-8-2 Garratt which was built for banking duties on the Worsborough Incline and developed a mighty 72,940lbs TE.  This fine locomotive was sadly scrapped in 1956 but it’s place at the top of the league has now been overtaken by locomotives built in the UK for overseas railways and subsequently returned to the UK for preservation. Using the TE criterion, three of the top six most powerful locomotives currently to be found in the UK are of North British origin. At the risk of courting controversy here is a list of the six most powerful locos in the UK (NB there are actually seven locomotive types listed in our table as the LMS Princess Royal and the GWR King have exactly the same rating) The ranking is set to change again soon when the LNER new build P2 2-8-2 locomotive ‘Prince of Wales’ is completed. 
	Tractive Effort
	Class
	Type
	Introduced
	Builder
	Location (s)

	89,140 lbs
	SAR - GL
	4-8-2 + 2-8-4 
	1929
	Beyer Peacock
	Manchester

	68,800 lbs
	SAR - GMAM
	4-8-2 + 2-8-4
	1952
	North British
	Coatbridge

	51,410 lbs
	SAR – 25NC
	4-8-4
	1953
	North British
	Quainton Road

	47,980 lbs
	SAR – 15F
	4-8-2
	1938
	North British
	Glasgow

	40,430 lbs
	LNER – A2
	4-6-2
	1947 
	Doncaster
	Crewe

	40,285 lbs
	LMS - Princess
	4-6-2
	1933
	Crewe 
	Butterley

	40,285 lbs
	GWR - King
	4-6-0
	1927
	Swindon
	Swindon / Didcot
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Top Left : NBL 15F No 3007 arrives at Immingham Docks on return from South Africa in July 2007
Top Right : NBL GMAM Garratt on display at Summerlee Heritage Park in Coatbridge
Bottom Left : Currently the most powerful surviving home grown locomotive, LNER A2 Blue Peter 

Bottom Right : The smallest locomotive to make it into the UK top six, GWR King No 6023 at Didcot.
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BAGS DEVELOPMENT

                                 (photos courtesy : http://www.gwrarchive.org )
Exciting news from Argentina this month is that the Ferrocarril Turistico & Community of Ayacucho (FTCA) are to rebuild a North British 2-6-2 Tank locomotive on LD Porta principles for use on a preserved section of line in Buenos Aires. The following notes are taken from an email from FTCA President Adrián Sánchez setting out their intentions for the engine and its future operation.
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Dear Ken, Our Association was formed in December 2015 to restore the former Buenos Aires Great Southern Railway branch line that passes through Ayacucho. Our main steam locomotive is a North British type 8A 2-6-2 Tank No 3351 (NB 17293) which was built in 1908 for BAGS. When it was retired from service it was placed on display at the local museum.
Our intention is to re-commission No 3351, and to incorporate the improvements of the modern steam, technological developments of the Engineer Livio Dante Porta. At the same time that it is proposed that the locomotive can be fed by both solid fuels and liquids. Additionally, as part of the project, work is being done on the use of low-cost alternative energies, applicable to steam as an external combustion engine; Such as briquettes produced from household organic waste or any combustible residue from industrial processes, such as the residual glycerine from biodiesel production. This has two direct advantages, helping with environmental preservation and the economic feasibility of the project.
North British built more than 1,000 steam locomotives for Argentina including six batches of 2-6-2 Tanks. We do not have an image of No 3351 at the time of writing but here are NBL Classmates Nos 3324, 3331 and 3172 all photographed in service in October 1976. Adrian has promised to keep us informed of progress.
                                                                                (7)
NEWS IN BRIEF                                                                              (Photo courtesy Jean Denis Simon)
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Good news from St Quentin in France is that former CFTV (Nord) 2-8-0 No 140C 314 (NB 21651) successfully reached its 100th Anniversary on 1st July. The local French newspaper ‘Courrier Picard’ reports that a double celebration was held on July 1st / 2nd to commemorate 40 years of the Chemin de Fer Touristique du Vermandois (CFTV) and 100 years of the North British Consolidation. Further details can be found on the CFTV website : http://www.cftv.fr/ENGLISH-LANGUAGE-INFO
Further delays have occurred in moving our SAR 19D No 2767 from Sappi to Creighton and page 6 of this Newsletter contains a letter setting out a full explanation of the problems and a summary of the current situation. Please note that this letter is only being sent to NBLPG Members and donors to the project, so non-Members will have no Page 6 in this Month’s Newsletter. Hopefully the locomotive will be moved in the next three to four weeks.
The comprehensive overhaul of GWR Pannier Tank No 7754 (NB 24042) continues to make good progress at Llangollen and work on the chassis has been completed. The original pannier tanks are becoming life expired and the bottom halves are to be replaced. It is hoped to return the locomotive to steam in time for the 2018 summer season and an appeal has been launched to raise some £15,000 which is needed to finish off the outstanding work. Full details on : http://www.llangollen-railway.org.uk/sloco7754.html
And finally : our Railway Colour Slide Shows seem to be increasing in popularity and five dates are already booked for 2018. Club Secretary’s please note that a full list of the 12 shows in our programme for 2018 is available from ken.livermore@btinternet.com  We are currently on our summer break but the next show, featuring steam on the Great Eastern Lines is booked for Monday 2nd October 2017 at Hoddesdon. 
                                           Thank you all once again for your continued support

                                            More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 

If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact our Secretary Ken Livermore by letter or by e:mail.  NBL related Photos can be uploaded direct to our Facebook page at : https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
New Members and Supporters are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.co.uk Please send items for the website to Dave Fox at : webmaster@nbloco.co.uk
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to participate in our locomotive preservation projects. All donations and membership fees will be acknowledged in writing. For further details, please email our Hon. Secretary : ken.livermore@btinternet.com 
If you would like to join us or make a donation, please complete the form below and send it to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.  Alternatively, you can make a direct Bank Transfer to the NBL Preservation Group, Barclays Bank, Account Number 03113302 Sort Code 20-71-03 (please email to advise if you use this option)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                 NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                               A NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANISATION

                                          MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  (Optional)                :     £10

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO DUBS TANK No. 196 RESTORATION FUND    :     £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO 19D 2767 TRANSPORT COSTS                            :     £

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO HENDRIE CLASS 1 SHIPPING FUND                 :     £                              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**SHARES IN ENGINE 61662 (AT £25 PER SHARE)** 
              :     £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


               :     £

All donations, loans and subscriptions will be acknowledged, thank you for your interest and support. Please make cheques or orders for Donations or Membership payable to ‘NBL Preservation Group’

**Please make Cheques for Shares in Engine 61662 payable to ‘Engine 61662 Appeal’ thank you.
