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BLYTH LIVES AGAIN                                                                             (photo : North Bay Engineering)
Real red-letter days come along once in a blue moon and for the North Bay Engineering team, Monday 7th March can certainly be classed as one of them. New build replica Southwold Railway 2-4-0T Blyth was successfully steamed and apart from a few small snagging items she is ready for her Boiler Inspector steam test and then delivery to the Southwold Railway Trust. North Bay have posted an excellent video clip of Blyth in full steam with the driving wheels turning on rollers. This can be found on their Facebook page at :
https://www.facebook.com/North-Bay-Railway-Engineering-Services-222968755125074
After a two-year break, I’m delighted to say that our regular series of Railway Colour Slide Shows is about to resume. Appropriately enough, the first show will be at the Hoddesdon Railway Circle on Monday 21st March. I say appropriately as the show at Hoddesdon in 2020 was the last to take place before the lockdown started. This show will be ‘The Railways of Scotland in 1962’. Plenty of North British locos, both steam and diesel will be featured and all are welcome to attend. The programme starts at 7-45pm at the Methodist Church Hall in Hoddesdon. Please telephone or email me for further details if you are interested. 
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SAR / SOR


                                                                                   (photos Ashcat Marsden)
Tony Marsden has once again come up trumps with a fine selection of photos that he contributed towards the ‘Soul Of A Railway’ project. They were all taken at De Aar loco shed on the beautiful early morning of 20th February 1980 and feature the last working North British Condensing 4-8-4 No 3511 (NB 27371).
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The top photo shows No 3511 'Frieda' on the left-hand side being prepared to haul a SARTOUR 'Steam Safari' train north to Kimberley.  25NC 3436 'Anne' is also seen with another 25NC and a 12AR.

Below left shows legendary De Aar Driver Faan Willers walking past 3511's smoke deflector whilst 25NC No 3465 (NB 27325) is being readied for some smokebox attention. 
The centre photo shows Peter 'Bedford' Odell filling No 3511's 4400-gallon tender as shed staff continue to clean the loco. The final view shows No 3511’s cabside number and diamond works plate. Steam is partially covering the water delivery pump used by the condensers which could not have standard injectors. 
  [image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]


 [image: image5.jpg]



The ‘Soul Of A Railway’ is a comprehensive project that has been set up to convey to future generations the essence of the once magnificent transport network in South Africa, Full details can be found on the website :

https://www.sites.google.com/site/soulorailway/soul-of-a-railway
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R766 RETURNS
                                                                                               (photos Royce Jowett)
As mentioned in previous Newsletters, the overhaul of Victorian Railways 4-6-4 No R766 (NB 27056) has now been completed. We are very grateful to Royce Jowett who took these superb photos of the loco during its’ final loading trials on the main standard gauge line in New South Wales. 
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The loaded trials were run between Branxton and Waratah junction and back and the photos show No R766 on the outward journey (above) and passing Waratah Station on the return journey. (below) It is hoped that its’ first passenger Revenue Trial will be held later this Month. Thanks again to Royce for this exciting news
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ARGENTINE SURVIVOR





                         (photos : James Brown)
We are very grateful to James Brown who was in Vicuna Mackenna 368 miles west of Buenos Aires during February. James discovered a North British locomotive (NB 19366) plinthed at the Antigua Estacion de Tren (Old Railway Station) and kindly sent us a selection of photos. The loco still has its’ Atlas Works Plate and FNGSM 1520 cabside. No 19366 was one of six 4-6-2 tender engines built for the British-owned Buenos Aires & Pacific Railway in 1911 on Order L429. When the railways in Argentina were nationalised in 1948, the BA&P became part of the state-owned company Ferrocarril Nacional General San Martin.
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NEWS IN BRIEF






                       (photo Derek Phillips)   
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This photo is what we hope is a last look at winter with North British ‘King Arthur’ No 30777 (NB 23223) at Ais Gill Summit on the Settle & Carlisle line with a railtour in February 1974. The loco, which is currently undergoing a major overhaul at Loughborough, is running in its’ early Southern livery without the small smoke deflectors. Full details of the overhaul, which is being carried out by the 5305 Locomotive Association can be found at https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2020/09/steam-locomotive-777-sir-lamiel
The 2022 steam season is getting off to a slower than usual start in the UK with many of our Heritage Lines choosing to re-open in April rather than March. Several steam gala weekends will take place in April including the Severn Valley, Spa Valley and North Norfolk. However, the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway has bucked the trend and their Gala was held from 11th – 13th March. North British locos were well represented with their Neilson Reid 0-6-2 Tank and Jubilee ‘Bahamas playing starring roles. We have some excellent photos which came in just too late for this month but we’ll give some them prominence next time ! 

And finally, an appeal to our last few postal members. Please let me know asap if you are now able to access an email account or a computer so I can transfer you to our electronic circulation listing. As postal members will know, we currently produce a monochrome version of the Newsletter without photographs as regrettably, we are unable to justify the high cost of colour printing due to the very low numbers involved. 
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
