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STEAM DROUGHT                                                                                                  (photo KL Collection)
Pessimistic forecasts that the UK’s mini-heatwave would continue into late summer have unfortunately proven correct and some are areas, particularly in the South of England have now been without rain for more than six weeks. Indeed, Berkshire for instance had no rain at all from 1st July until 16th August resulting in a hosepipe ban and the declaration of a drought. As can be imagined, this has had a detrimental on steam running and virtually all main line and heritage steam trains in the South have been cancelled, postponed or run diesel due to the fire risk. Hopefully steam will return to action in late August or early September.
The area least affected so far has been Scotland where 90% of the usual rainfall level was recorded enabling the daily ‘Jacobite’ service from Fort William to Mallaig to continue with steam. Unfortunately though, their trains have all been hauled by LMS Black Fives – a class that North British did not get to build !
One class that Springburn did turn out in large numbers however, was the LMS 8F 2-8-0 and No 8274 of this class (NB 24648) is seen leaving Winchcombe on 4th June 2013. No 8274 has a chequered career as it was originally built for the War Department in 1942 as WD 348. When France was re-taken however, it became surplus to requirements and was shipped to Turkey where it became TCCD 45160. 
It remained in service on Turkish Railways until 1983 and in 1989 it was repatriated to the UK for preservation by the Churchill 8F Locomotive Company. It can now be seen at Toddington on the Gloucester & Warwickshire Steam Railway. Full details can be found at https://www.gwsr.com
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SNOW TRAIN SPECIALS



                       (notes & photos from Ashcat Marsden)
Steamrail ran the first of two snow specials on July 16 with oil burning R711 (NB 27001) leading coal burning R761 (NB 27061). The second train ran on 13th August when the engines were reversed with R761 leading.  I took both photos at the summit of 'The Haunted Hills' near Moe of the Traralgon bound trains. The engines were hauling 14 cars - about 635 tons. The full goods load for the section is 800 tons. The grade is 1 in 50 at this point and is two miles long so considerable hard work was involved !      
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                                                       Many thanks go to Ashcat for sending us these amazing photos ! Ed.         
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PACIFIC MOVE

                                                                       (photos Graham McWilliams)
1910-built Central South African Railways 10BR 4-6-2 No 750 (NB 18974) has been moved to a new plinth in a slightly different location at Roodepoort Station as part of the station precinct refurbishment which is currently underway. As can be seen, considerable restoration work is now required on the veteran engine but local sources are confident that this is going to take place.
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No 750 has been preserved at Roodepoort for more than 40 years and this is its’ third location on site there. As Graham’s pictures illustrate below, the engine was originally on the station platform and then moved to a covered plinth in the centre of the station approach road. It is hoped that the canopy can be rebuilt to provide some shelter from the elements.
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Our final two photos show the report in the Roodepoort Record and the plaque that was originally displayed with the engine. (– many thanks Graham for this interesting news item. Ed)
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CAN PAC PROGRESS




                                    (from John Barrowdale)




As promised some pictures of 35005's North British firebox/boiler taken at the end of June. I'm normally there every Wednesday working in the boiler shop at Ropley on this loco having changed from working on 35005's bottom half at Eastleigh a year ago. I'm one of a team of 8 volunteers spread between Tuesdays and Thursdays that have drilled out the stay holes marked up by boilersmith Sam Rowbotham using a large magnet drill, then reamed and tapped each hole building up the size gradually, then putting the stays in. Some of us are ex engineers and some like myself complete amateurs, but being told what to do, how to do it etc by the full-time staff and the well-trained volunteers I seemed to have mastered these tasks to some extent. I look back to 1969 when I left school and now think I wished I had gone into this sort of work rather than being a HMRC employee as the work is more satisfying!
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The loco must be finished before the end of 2023 to satisfy the Heritage Lottery Fund as we have over run the original date by some years due to extra work needing to be done and Covid coming along, plus delivery delays of stays. The staying is nearly 4/5ths complete and hopefully the firebox/boiler will be turned over by sometime in August for the stays from the crown upwards to be fitted as it is still currently upside down.
Many thanks John, let’s hope it won’t be too long before you and your team get 35005’s North British boiler back into action as seen in this photo blasting through Newbury on 23rd May 2002. Ed.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                                  (Photo : Terry Dorrity)
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We are indebted to Terry Dorrity for this wonderous photo of the San Bernado works pilot 2-6-0 No 532 (NB 18502) that he saw on a visit to Chile in January 1980. No 532 was part of a batch of 40 tender engines built in Glasgow for the Chilean State Railway in 1908. Fortunately, this exotic old engine lives on a can now be seen at the Chile National Railway Museum in Temuco. 

Heljan Models have released pre-production details of their plans to produce a new model of the North British diesel locomotive 10800 (NB 26413) in 00 gauge. This engine was originally ordered by the LMS but was not completed until after Nationalisation. Four versions will eventually be available including BR Black and BR Green liveries. We care very grateful to Kenneth Crane of the Enfield Transport Circle for this information. More details will be available from https://www.heljan.co.uk in due course.
The former Zambezi Sawmills Railway 7A Class 4-8-0 No 993 (Sharp Stewart 4150) which has been on display at Shildon, was moved to the National Railway Museum at York during July. This engine was given to the late David Shepherd in 1974 and was repatriated to the UK the following year. It was originally part of an order for six of the class built for the Cape Government Railway in 1896 where it carried the number 390. David donated the engine to the NRM in 2004 and this will be its’ fifth display location in the UK.
Our colour slide show at the Railway Club of the New Forest on 29th June at Brockenhurst was well received – although my journey back to Reading proved a nightmare with the M3 closed completely between Eastleigh and Winchester ! Future shows are booked for 11th October at Pewsey and 17th November at Bourne End. Our own Members & Friends are welcome to attend these shows but I would appreciate prior notice so that the relevant Club Secretaries can be informed. 

If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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