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BAN OVER !                                                                                                              (photo Nick Newport)
The Steam Ban, which was in place in the South of England for almost two months is now well and truly over. After a week of almost continuous rain, the ban was lifted in September and NBL Jubilee No 45596 ‘Bahamas’ (NB 24154) was one of the first steam locos to return to the Main Line. Southern-based Heritage lines, which were also badly affected by the ban, are now back in action and trying to claw back their losses.
At least three more North British steam locomotives are being overhauled to Main Line standards so there is plenty to look forward to. In addition, there are a number of North British engines being restored on the Heritage lines so we should be spoiled for choice in the near future. 
In South Africa, Heritage Day is fast approaching and three of the trains scheduled to run will be powered by North British steam locomotives. All being well we will bring you photos of these as soon as possible. There will be at least four trips from Mossel Bay to Groot Brak River, Rovos Rail will be running a trip to Heidelberg and Ceres Rail have a trip planned from Cape Town to Elgin. 
 
In addition to all this, Rovos Rail returned their Dubs 6th Class 4-6-0 No 439 to steam during September followed by a test tun to Pyramid and back. It’s heartening to see some good news from South Africa at last.
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NEWS FROM OZ



                                                    (from Tony Ashcat Marsden)

Hi Ken, I drove 3620 on the Q train on Friday 2 September, the loco is still strong and is steaming brilliantly, I have attached some photos for you to do with as you wish. On 3rd September there were 3 North British steam locomotives in action in Victoria! Not many places in the world where that happens today.

The ex SAR 24 class 3620 (NB 26332) was running the Q train from Queenscliff to Drydale, R 707 (NB 26997) was running a weekend excursion to Wycheproof and Sea Lake for 707 Operations and finally R 761 (NB 27051) ran from Melbourne to Ballarat on a day tour for Steamrail Victoria. 
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I took the photo of 3620 pausing for a few minutes opposite Swan Bay to allow passengers to see the variety of water wildlife and the picture of R761 on the Ballarat tour was taken by my friend Adrian Ponton. I hope your readers enjoy seeing them. (We are greatly indebted to Tony & Adrian for these wonderful photos)
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PRE PRESERVATION

                                                                            (photo credits below)
Needless to say, the preserved locomotives that we now know and love, spent many years in regular service before they were saved for posterity. Fortunately, many of them were photographed in their early years.
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Neilson J36 No 65243 hauls a very short freight near Dalmeney in March 1963 and Sharp Stewart J52 No 68846 basks in the sun at Kings Cross shed in February 1959. This loco had been specially repainted and lined out for an exhibition at Noel Park to celebrate the 750th anniversary of the Borough of Wood Green. 
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NBL / GWR Pannier Tank No 7754 ‘enjoyed’ at 2nd career in industrial service and is seen at Mountain Ash Colliery shed in South Wales - you can almost feel the grime ! On the other hand, Neilson 4-4-2 Tank No 30583 owed its’ longevity to employment on the Lyme Regis Branch and was kept in clean condition.
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Our final loco 45596 ‘Bahamas’ needs no introduction and could usually be found at Stockport Edgeley shed. We are very grateful to these early photographers for their foresight in capturing these historic images on film. Our thanks go to www.colourrail.com Phil Braithwaite and John Barrowdale amongst others.
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ROY MILLER 1931 - 2022



                                    





News has recently reached us of the sad passing of Roy Miller, one of our original NBL Society Members, at the age of 90. Apart from his efforts for the NBLS, Roy was the Hon Secretary of the Quainton Railway Society for more than 20 years and also found time to set up the Ivatt Trust. 
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In 1991, SAR 25NC No 3405 had been donated to the NBLS but we needed an ‘Owners Representative’ to travel on the footplate from Bethlehem depot to Durban Docks, a distance of almost 400 kilometres. Roy volunteered and flew out to South Africa at his own expense. He enjoyed the ride and said that throughout the trip No 3405 ran like a sewing machine. He is pictured above on the Docks at Durban with our youthful Chairman, Nick Newport, having just spent several very grimy hours separating the loco from its’ tender ready for loading aboard ship. The photo below shows it the previous day arriving in a freight at Durban.
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As mentioned earlier, Roy set up the Ivatt Trust, initially to preserve 2-6-2 Tank No 41298. In the event, two additional Ivatts, another 2-6-2T and a 2-6-0 were purchased from Barry Docks as spares. All three subsequently returned to steam and No 41313, Roy’s second acquisition is seen leaving Cranmore in 2017. Roy Miller, an old friend and a great preservationist, Rest In Peace. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                                  (Photo : Dylan Knott)
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South African 24 Class 2-8-4 No 3632 (NB 26344) has been returned to steam at Voorbaai depot and made a successful test run on the Main Line. It is intended that No 3632, which is jointly owned by Dylan Knott and New Zealander Ian Welch, will make several trips from Hartenbos to Groot Brakrivier to mark the SA ‘Heritage Day’ on 24th September. As can be seen above, No 3632 is now named after Dylan’s fiancée.
LNER B1 4-6-0 No 61264 (NB 26165) has moved to Ruddington depot on the Nottingham Heritage Railway for an overhaul. The loco had been based at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway for the past 10 years and was withdrawn from service in March 2020 following the discovery of cracks in its’ firebox. The owners, the Thompson B1 Locomotive Trust are concerned that it may need a new inner firebox plus a new tender tank and new tyres. The overhaul is expected to cost around £500,000.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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