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PRIDE OF AFRICA 
(photo Ian Morison)
The recently restored Dubs 6 Class 4-6-0 No 439 (Dubs 3093) is seen at Rovos Rail’s Capital Park depot along with 19D 4-8-2 No 3360 (NB 26080) on 23rd September 2022. Both engines are carrying ’Pride of Africa’ nameplates which is a fair summary of their spotless paintwork and gleaming brass fittings !
It might be said that a little pride has been put back into some of South Africa’s neglected steam locomotives recently as, in addition to the Rovos pair, Ceres Rail’s Class 24 2-8-4 No 3655 (NB 26367) was put back into steam during September and Wonder Steam Trains in Pretoria now have three operational engines – all of North British origin ! Further pockets of steam can be found at Beaconsfield shed and on the Umgeni Steam Railway so let us hope that that visitor numbers will increase to match the intensive restoration efforts that are being made to keep these vintage locomotives running. 
Here in the UK LNER B1 No 61306 ‘Mayflower’ (NB 26207) has returned to the rails following a fast track repair and next in line should be LMS ‘Jubilee’ No 45593 ‘Kolhapur’ (NB 24151) which is under overhaul at Tyseley Works. Two further overhauls are nearing completion, these being LNER N2 No 69523 (NB 22600) at the North Norfolk Railway and BR built K1 2-6-0 No 62005 (NB 26604) at Grosmont on the North Yorkshire Moors. All in all, plenty of NB steam to look forward to in the coming months !
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GREEK WD’s



                                                           (photos : David Gillis)

David Gillis has kindly allowed us to use his excellent photos of three of the surviving NBL WD 2-10-0’s in Greece. They were all taken on 2nd September 2019 and the first photo shows Lb 964 (NB 25468) stored in very respectable condition inside Thessaloniki shed.
        [image: image2.jpg]


          
Below left we see Lb 962 (NB 25463) again in pretty good condition, inside Drama shed and finally Lb 958 (NB 25445) starting to show the ravages of time, dumped at Tithorea. David was told by shed staff at Drama that it is intended to restore Lb 962 to working condition when funds will allow.
[image: image3.jpg]F - ./;,'.;‘Ni;', y ~/ s -
17D} e
S s b :
- ¥




 [image: image4.jpg]




      
150 of these powerful freight locomotives were built by North British for the War Department between 1943 and 1945 and eight are known to survive. Three are preserved in the UK, No 73651 ‘Gordon’ at the Severn Valley Railway, No 73652 at the North Norfolk Railway and No 73672 on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. All three have seen service in preservation in the UK although only 73652 (running as 90775) is in service at present. No 73755 ‘Longmoor’ is at Utrecht Museum in Holland and in addition to the three Greek locos shown above, Lb 955 (Nb 25442) remains in derelict condition at Thessaloniki.
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NZ SCENES

                                                                                             (photos : JM Creber)
Our NZ correspondent Wilson Lythgoe writes that September 1957 was a very productive month for ace photographer JM Creber with two stunning pictures of North British steam locomotives in two days !
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Above : On Monday 16th September 1957 J Class 4-8-2 No 1219 (NB 24542) was captured in perfect lighting between Te Puna and Omokoroa with train 328, the Tauranga – Frankton goods

Below : the following day, on Tuesday 17th September, just a few miles along the coastline, classmate J1214 (NB 24537) is seen with goods train 321 heading for Taneatua.
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Many thanks for sending us these evocative photos Wilson. They provide a fascinating insight into daily steam working in New Zealand in the 1950’s so please keep them coming !
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SA HERITAGE DAY






      (photo credits shown below)



                                    
Previously known as Shaka day after the King of the Zulu tribe, once each year South Africans get together to celebrate the cultural wealth and history of their Nation and numerous events are staged up and down the country. This year’s Heritage Day fell on Saturday 24th September and four special steam trains were run.
Three of these featured North British steam locomotives and we have been very fortunate to secure the use of the following photographs.
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Rovos Rail ran a special from Pretoria to Heidelberg with North British 19D No 3360 (NB 26080) in charge. At Heidelberg the train was greeted a procession of vintage vehicles. No 3360 is seen in the station topping up the auxiliary water tanker ready for the return journey (photo : Nick Newport)
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Meanwhile down in the Cape, Ceres Rail’s 19D No 3322 (NB 26042) took part in a drag race with a Stanley Steam Car. It was just for fun and no winner was declared - the train is seen boarding passengers at Wellington (Eugene Louw) Class 24 No 3632 (NB 26344) was also in action with a trip to Great Brak River and back – it is seen in full cry leaving Hartenbos (Grant Ruddy) A fourth special train was run on the Umgeni Steam Railway using Borsig 19D No 2685 making it a Heritage Day to remember !
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                 (notes & photo courtesy Rowan Griffiths)
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Class 1070 No.1080 was built by Dübs & Co. in 1901 (works No. 4166) and sent to Japan as a 4-4-0 Tender Engine. The loco was active on the Tokaido main line until October 1909 when she became class 6270, No.6289. A further change took place in February 1926 when No 6289 was rebuilt as a 4-4-2 Tank Engine as part of Class 1070 at the JGR workshop. After the rebuild No 1080 was active on the Nagoya area's South Etsumi - Takayama line etc up to 1939.

During October 1940, she was retired at the Mino-Ota depot, and was transferred to the Nittetsu Kogyo Co. Akatani mining firm in Niigata, and was used on the Akatani mine line. Later, she was transferred to the same company's Kuzuu mining firm in Tochigi because of the Akatani mine closing. She saw service on the Hanezuru mine line in Kuzuu mine until 1969. After a long period of storage, No 1080 was donated by the Nittetsu Mining Co to Umekoji Museum in July 2009 where she is one of their prized exhibits.
The future of Neilson Reid Bass Brewery 0-4-0ST No 9 (works No 5907) is currently in doubt following an announcement that the National Brewery Centre is to close on October 31st this year. The move comes as current owner Molson Coors has decided to move its headquarters in Burton into the brewery heritage building. It has been reported that the Foxfield Railway has made a preliminary inquiry about the loco.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 

        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
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