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PARALLEL RUN                                                                                                      (photo Michael Kemp)
The re-gauged R Class 4-6-4 No 766 (NB 27056) continues to run trips around the lower Hunter Valley in New South Wales. Its’ last outing was Sunday 23rd of October this year when it did a Parallel run with ex NSW Railways 2-8-2 locomotive No 5917 from Waratah, west of Newcastle to Maitland. The pair are seen above, making a spectacular sight during their parallel run, approaching the Hanbury Flyover.
R766, formerly named ‘City of Bendigo’ is one of 70 R Class 4-6-4’s built by North British for the 5ft 3ins gauge Victorian Railways in 1951, seven of which survive. Four of these are in operational condition with No R766 having now been rebuilt to standard gauge. 
The R Class were fine locomotives in service and individual engines from the Class often ran upwards of 1,000 miles per week. Dynamometer car testing showed that they were capable of producing a maximum of 1,840 drawbar horsepower. They took over most of the mainline passenger services on Victorian Railways and cut journey times by up to an hour. 
Because they arrived on the scene relatively late, they were soon superseded by modern traction and many of the class ran low total mileages before being taken out of mainline service for use on seasonal grain traffic. The last two, which had been used on special trains, were finally withdrawn in 1974.
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NBL MALLETS



               (information & photos courtesy Richard Franklin)
Despite the fact that Mallet locomotives became immensely popular around the World and were developed to mammoth proportions in the United States, they were never used in the UK and, although 93 were built in Scotland, they were all sent for export. The recipient countries included China, Spain, Burma, India, South Africa and Uganda and all but five were built by North British. 
Built to the patent of the Swiss engineer Anatole Mallet, the first UK example was constructed by NBL for China in 1907 and the last one, built by Beardmore & Co to NBL drawings, took to the rails in Burma in 1923. The full fascinating article on the British built Mallets is unfortunately too long to be featured in our Newsletter but is available in .pdf form, on request to : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
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Compania Minera de Sierra Menera No 401 ‘Jerica’ (NB 19321) was an 0-6-6-0 Compound Mallet built by NBL in 1909. It is seen at Ojos Negros, a mining centre in the Menera Mountains.   
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NBL Works photo of South African Railways Class ME Mallet No 1618 (NB 19355). Built in 1910, this was the only British example of the simple expansion type. The SAR was NBL’s biggest customer for Mallets and a total of 39 of these engines were supplied to them between 1910 and 1915.  
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INDUSTRIAL CA’s

                                                                    (main photo : Phil Braithwaite)
After their regular SAR workings were over, several 15CA’s lived on in industrial service and redundant locomotives from Millsite and Germiston sheds continued to be hired out into the 1990’s. Here is a small selection of photos of some of the North British 15CA’s that worked on the industrial lines.

      [image: image4.jpg]



Rustenburg Platinum Mines were a big user of hired locomotives to supplement their own fleet of 15CA’s & 15CB’s and in the 1990’s up to five or six engines from Millsite shed could be found there. In this superb photo 15CA No 2846 (NB 24014) hammers up the bank towards Rustenburg with a loaded ore train.
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Special mention must be made of No 2811 (NB 23774) seen above left at Witbank shed in 1990. Although this looks like a SAR shed scene, the engine by this time was on hire to South Witbank Colliery along with 2820 and 2836. The colliery eventually purchased No 2811 and, although it is long out of use, it is still there and can be seen on aerial maps along with a dumped 15CB, marooned on a short section of track.
Freegold (North) in Welkom hired several 15CA’s in the 1990’s and the massive bulk of No 2816 (NB 23779) is seen above right, easing out of their works yard with a stores train, piles of gold waste can be seen in the background. Steam working continued at Freegold until 1994.
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BR HISTORY

  
                         (photos by Keith R.Pirt, cty Book Law Publications)



                                    
One of our NBL Members, Roger Griffiths has been compiling a book of pictures taken by the legendary photographer Keith Pirt and has kindly sent in several images featuring North British steam locomotives. The book is entitled ‘British Railways The First Two Decades: No.8’ and will be published by Book Law Publications, hopefully in the very near future. In the meantime, here are some of Keith’s photos to enjoy. 
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A3 60067 ‘Ladas’ (NB 23104) seen at High Dyke Sidings in August 1962 and is just about to enter Stoke Tunnel with an Up express. On the right is LMS Jubilee No.45579 ‘Punjab’ (NB 24137) leaving Sheffield in June 1957, for London, St.Pancras. Roaring as only a Jubilee could, it is passing Heeley Goods Depot.
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LMS 8F 48275 (NB 24779) is seen South of Leyland, Lancs, September 1965 with a three-coach local train.
On the right, LMS ‘Jinty’ 47289 (NBL 23180) assists J94 No.68012 with a coal train at Williamthorpe Colliery in June 1967. Several ‘Jinties’ were out-stationed to the colliery, from Westhouses shed (18B).
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Reid Class J37 No.64577 (NB 21941) at Montrose NBR shed in June 1966. It was built as NBR Class S No.457. And finally, a peek inside York North shed in October 1966 shows WD No.90348 (NB 25142) on the right hand side. The A4 is 60019 ‘Bittern’, which had just been purchased for preservation. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                       (photo courtesy Bill Gage)
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Bill Gage has kindly contacted us regarding his 7.25ins gauge LSWR Adams Radial 4-4-2 Tank locomotive No 30584 (Dubs 2109). Bill tells us that the engine had been wrongly fitted with incorrect Neilson works plates as can be seen in the photo above. This is an easy mistake for someone to make as the three engines in BR Class 0415, which the radial tanks eventually became, all came from different builders ! Bill goes on to say that it may be of interest to note that the water tanks on his engine are not used to carry water. That has to be carried in an auxiliary wagon. It is also the first loco that he has owned to have a rosebud grate. The loco is a fine performer will notch-up to just off mid gear without any difficulty.
South African 15F 4-8-2 No 3149 (NB 26033) has been deemed surplus to requirements at Masons Mill depot and has been offered for sale or scrap. The depot’s current tenants have shunted No 3149 and Krupp S2 Class 0-8-0 No 3778 onto an unsecured siding outside the shed perimeter citing health and safety audit issues. Having survived for so long after the end of steam working it would be sad to see either of these once fine locos go for scrap and anyone interested should contact the Umgeni Steam Railway via their website.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 

        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
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