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BIG FOUR CENTENARY                                                                                                 (photo Dave Hill)
1st January 2023 saw the Centenary of the UK ‘Big Four’ Railway Companies which were created by Act of Parliament on 1st January 1923. The process, known as the ‘Grouping’ merged dozens of smaller railways into the LNER, GWR, LMS and Southern Railways. The GWR of course already existed and simply swallowed up many smaller lines, principally in South Wales, into its’ empire. 
Although the three largest companies relied heavily on long distance freight traffic for revenue, competition for passengers was fierce and the Big Four designed bigger and faster express engines to speed up their services. North British played a vital part in all this, building express engines for three of the firms.

First introduced in 1934, NBL built fifty ‘Jubilee’ Class 4-6-0’s for the LMS and their construction was split between Hyde Park and Queens Park Works. Several of them had a working life of 30 years. Fortunately, two of the North British examples still exist and, in this superb photo by Dave Hill, No 5593 ‘Kolhapur’ (NB 24151) is seen working a ‘Shakespeare Express’ special train near The Lakes Halt in June 1985.
‘Kolhapur’ is currently the subject of a restoration appeal and the owning group Vintage Trains, hope to get this iconic steam locomotive back on the Main Line working from their Tyseley base during 2023. If you would like to help or follow their progress they can be found at : https://kolhapur.co.uk
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NZR HISTORY



                                           (photos courtesy Wilson Lythgoe)
We have a triple helping from New Zealand this month courtesy of our good friend Wilson Lythgoe. All three photos were taken by JM Creber and feature Ab Class Pacifics and J Class 4-8-2’s. First up we have an evocative view of Wairoa Loco Depot taken on 18th November 1965 with Ab751 (NB 22842) and J1227 (NB 24550) prominent. An unidentified Ab can be seen lurking in the shed.
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Despite their extreme distance from Glasgow, NZR were good customers for North British and 85 Ab’s and 40 J Class were constructed between 1920 and 1939. The Ab’s eventually came to be built by three different manufacturers and were New Zealand’s largest class of steam locomotive. As I may have previously mentioned, two NBL Ab’s were lost at sea on the wreck of the SS Wiltshire in May 1922.
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Our lower photos show J1226 (NB 24549) at Kaimata on train T780 heading for Otira on 10th September 1968 and Ab831 (NB 23189) crossing the Anzac Bridge with the Railway Enthusiasts Society East Coast Tour on New Year’s Eve 1958. Wilson asks if we ever had railfan trips like this where you could sit on the steps or in the van doorways and enjoy the fresh air as the train trundled along some obscure line? It was probably possible in the 1950’s and 60’s but certainly not in the UK in the modern era !
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SIX COUPLED IN INDIA

                                                   (photos : Bob Francis & Mike Palos)
We continue our seasonal theme with this wonderful photo from Bob Francis. It shows Jaipur on Christmas Eve 1985 with North British Meter Gauge YP Class Pacific No 2460 (NB 27149) about to leave on a heavy passenger train. NBL built 100 of these fine YP Class 4-6-2’s at Hyde Park on Order Number L21 in 1952, their Works Numbers were 27120 – 27219. They were very successful engines and a grand total of 871 were eventually constructed in four different countries including the USA, Germany, India and Scotland.
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Fast Forward to November 2005 and Mike Palos from the Enfield Transport Circle stumbled across veteran Dubs 0-6-0 No 037311 (works no 2387) preserved outside the Visweswaraya Industrial Museum near Bangalore. No 37311 was one of 25 similar F Class Meter Gauge engines supplied to the Southern Mahratta Railway by Dubs & Co in 1888. It was later modified with a larger boiler and increased coal capacity. No 37311 last worked between Mysore and Ashokpuram and looks to be in excellent condition.
Despite the later modifications, this engine remains very reminiscent of the Dubs 0-6-0’s that were supplied to the London & South Western Railway in 1897, becoming the 700 Class on British Railways.                                         
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RESCUED FROM BARRY

  
                                                               (photos KL Collection)                  



                                    
Rather unfortunately only half a dozen North British locomotives were sent to the haven of Barry Docks for scrapping, plus several Southern engines carrying NBL boilers. The two NBL Main Line diesels (D601 & D6122) were both scrapped but the four remaining engines and five Southern locos were saved. Here are a few before and after photos of some of the North British engines rescued from Barry.
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The only LNER locomotive sent to Barry Docks was the last B1 Class 4-6-0 No 61264 (NB 26165), at that time in Departmental Service as BR (E) No 29. Our photos show it in the reception roads at Barry in August 1968 and then as restored on the Great Central Railway in December 2000.
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Three North British ‘Jinty’ Tanks were rescued from Barry including No 47324 (NB 23403) which is seen in the scrapyard with classmates 47493 and 47406, both of which were also saved. It is later seen on display at Buckley Wells on the East Lancs Railway - complete with North British diamond worksplate.
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Our final photo from Barry features a type of engine not built by NBL, a Southern Railway S15 Class 4-6-0. No 30828 was unique in the class as it was fitted with a North British N15 ‘King Arthur’ boiler. It was taken back to its birthplace at Eastleigh Works in 1981 and restored to operational condition. It is seen above right passing Swanage loco depot in August 1998 and is currently awaiting overhaul on the Mid Hants Railway.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                           (photo Michael Kemp)
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Railway History was made on 20th December when R 766 (NB 27056) became the first ex Victorian Railways Steam Locomotive, to travel through Sydney and south eventually, the next day to Canberra. Michael’s photo shows R766 and Baldwin Lima Alco built 5917 crossing the Bargo River near Menangle. We are very grateful to Michael for this information and his excellent photograph.  

Wonder Steam Trains of Pretoria have just completed the cosmetic restoration of former Cape Government Railways 6B 4-6-0 No 498 at Fort Klapperkop Military Museum. No 498 is Neilson works no 5131 of 1897. This historic locomotive was used by the Imperial Military Railways for carrying troops and supplies to Pretoria during the Anglo-Boer War between 1899 and 1902. More information can be found on the Wonder Steam Facebook page at : https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100055718366560
Staying in the Southern Hemisphere, after many years standing in a New Zealand children’s playground, Dubs 0-6-0 Saddle Tank No F150 (Dubs 1371 of 1880) is finally being restored. This plucky little loco was sent to New Zealand and placed in service at Greymouth in 1882. It was transferred to Christchurch in 1924 and then to Invercargill in 1955 where it worked until withdrawal in 1958. Three years later it was donated to Invercargill City Council who placed it in Newfield Park Playground alongside a WW2 Tank. It is hoped that once restored No F150 will work tourist trips from Invercargill to Bluff.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 

        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
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