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LORD OF THE ISLES                                                                                           (photo by Frances Waite)
Preserved LNER design K1 2-6-0 No 62005 (NB 26609) crosses the spectacular Loch Nan Uamh Viaduct on the way to Mallaig on 6th July 2019. I had to blink twice to assure myself that this incredible image was in fact a photograph and not a nostalgic painting of days gone by ! The K1’s were regular performers on the Road to the Isles in steam days and in this classic location with maroon coaches in tow, Frances has perfectly captured the scene.
62005 is the last one of 70 K1 Class 2-6-0’s built by North British at Queens Park Works in 1948 / 49. Like all the class members it was initially sent to Eastfield shed in Glasgow for running in trials. After that it was sent to the North Eastern Region where it saw service at several sheds including Darlington, York and Tyne Dock. Its’ last shed was Leeds Holbeck from where it was withdrawn in September 1967. 
Passing into preservation, it was purchased by a consortium led by Viscount Garnock and Geoff Drury who only wanted it as a spare boiler for K4 No 61994 ‘The Great Marquess’. Fortunately the boiler was not needed and it changed hands becoming the property of the North Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group (NELPG) in 1972. This fine loco has been a regular performer on the Jacobite trains between Fort William and Mallaig but is now undergoing a comprehensive overhaul at Carnforth and it is hoped that it will be back in action during the 2023 season. Full details of the K1 can be found on the NELPG website : https://nelpg.org.uk
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1970’s PE



                                                                      (photos : Roger Griffiths)
NBLPG Member Roger Griffiths has kindly shared a selection of historic photographs that he took during a visit to Port Elizabeth in October 1973. They amply illustrate the incredible wealth of North British engines that could still be found in action there, more than five years after the end of mainline steam on BR.
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Several engines were required daily to shunt Port Elizabeth Docks at this time and 16R Pacific No 790 `Katinka' (NBL 24030.1914) is seen on just such a duty with the dock cranes in the background. 24.10.1973
Sydenham loco shed provided Port Elizabeth with motive power and Roger photographed vintage 10A Pacific No 751 (NBL 18975.1912) receiving attention by Sydenham’s massive coal stage. 23.10.1973              
        [image: image4.jpg]


 [image: image5.jpg]



All 36 members of the 11th Class were built by North British for the Central South African Railways in 1904. Sydenham maintained a small stud of these powerful 2-8-2’s and Roger photographed No 918 (NBL 16255.1904) on shed and No 933 (NBL16270.1904) pulling out of New Brighton Yard on 24.10.1973 
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A regular suburban service ran to Swartkops and 16CR Pacific No 835 (NBL 22729.1921) looked impatient to leave as it waited on a Port Elizabeth turn on 24.10.1973. Finally, we see another 16CR No 805 (NBL 21495.1917) pulling out of PE Station with an outbound service, also on 24.10.1973. 
We are very grateful to Roger for sending us these nostalgic photos, more will follow in future editions. (Ed)
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NZR HISTORY

                                                                                    (photos by JM Creber)
Two more winners from the camera of JM Creber this month courtesy of Wilson Lythgoe. First of all we see Class Jb 4-8-2 No 1221 (NB 24544) blackening the sky at Ohura as it gets Train No T521 on the move in June 1961. A classic New Zealand period piece this one with bags of detail in the background. 
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Next, we see classmate Jb 1224 (NB 24547) approaching Okahukura with Train No. T555 in June 1961. I believe that the line on the right leads in from Benneydale but would welcome further information if any of our readers are aware. Thanks again Wilson for sending these evocative photos to us.
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100 YEARS OF THE JINTIES

  
                                          (photo credits shown below)                  



                                    
A well-loved class of diminutive locomotives will soon be celebrating their centenary in the form of the LMS ‘Jinty’ Tanks. North British took the first of three Orders for these Fowler 0-6-0T’s in May 1923 with 15 engines being completed at Queens Park Works by the following year. These originally took LMS numbers 7120 to 7134 but were later renumbered 47280 to 47294 on BR. Two more batches totalling sixty engines followed in 1926 split equally between Hyde Park and Queens Park Works. These received LMS numbers between 16400 and 16764 but were renumbered in 1934 becoming BR 47317 to 47376 in 1948.
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The Jinties were soon adopted as the standard LMS shunting engine and as such became spread all over London Midland Region of BR. Appropriately our first photo shows 47336 (NB 23415) on a typical duty acting as station pilot at Preston Station in 1966 (Phil Braithwaite) 

No 16440 (BR 47357 & NB 23436) is currently under overhaul at Butterley (Photo : Midland Railway – Butterley) and 47327 (NB 23406) is at the same location awaiting overhaul (KL Collection) The Midland Railway have three Jinties on their stocklist plus a spare set of frames and a boiler from No 47564. Full details of their activities can be found at : https://www.midlandrailway-butterley.co.uk
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With several outside contractors involved in their construction, along with the LMS Works at Horwich, the class eventually totalled some 422 locomotives, the last six being withdrawn from service as late as 1967. Several lingered on in industrial service for a few more years and fortunately ten have survived into preservation including three of the North British examples.  
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                                 (photo KL Collection)
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The 5305 Locomotive Association, who are overhauling NBL ‘King Arthur’ No 30777 Sir Lamiel’ (NB 23223) report good progress with the work and are optimistic that it will return to service in time for its 100th birthday in 2025. Over the winter, new boiler stays and set screws have been installed ready for the purchase of the boiler tubes themselves. Current attention has turned to the loco frames, wheels, and steam pipes. Final measurements have been taken for the manufacturing of new cylinder liners.    
Britain’s oldest steamable loco FR 20 (Sharp Stewart 1448 of 1863) is to make a short visit to Didcot this Easter. Furness Number 20 is the country’s oldest working standard gauge steam locomotive and the Great Western Society are planning to run it alongside their own restored GWR locomotive, ‘Trojan’ which is over 100 years old and the oldest working GWR loco. By running these engines with their vintage coaches, the GWS are planning a Victorian styled weekend. Full details on https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk
NBL 19D twins 3321 & 3322 (NB 26041 & 26042) are celebrating their 75th Anniversary in South Africa. It was an eventful 75th anniversary for No 3322 as its front wheel became derailed on Saturday 4th February at Eerste River after striking some debris left on the tracks by cable thieves. Fortunately. nobody was hurt and the wheel was rerailed. An exam is being carried out, but all looks OK. She was due to do a solo trip to Ceres the following Saturday. Sister loco No 3321 is undergoing retubing at Ceres.
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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