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VINTAGE CHILE                                                                                                     (photo by Geoff Hall)
Forty-two years ago, on 6th March 1981, SA steam driver Geoff Hall photographed a vintage North British 2-6-0 No 500 (NB 18470) arriving at Victoria Station in Chile with a mixed train. It looked like this ancient engine was living on borrowed time but, against the odds, No 500 survived the scrappers torch and can now be seen just a few yards from where Geoff took his photograph, in the Engine House at Victoria Station.
Continuing the excellent groundwork laid down by its’ Constituent firms, North British built 128 steam locomotives for Chile between the formation of the Company and 1926. Six North British steam locos have been preserved in Chile along with two Dubs engines from the pre-1903 era. Temuco Roundhouse and Santiago Railway Museum are the main centres to see engines but many more are to be found in local museums or plinthed at railway stations. There are occasional steam specials and a good point of reference is the International Steam website : https://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/americas.htm#Chile
We will try to bring you more images of steam in Chile as they become available, in the meantime, your own photographs and observations are very welcome and can be emailed to me or sent to the usual address.
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1970’s NOUPOORT



                                                        (photos : Roger Griffiths)
Here is another fascinating glimpse into South African steam workings in the 1970’s through the lens of NBLPG Member Roger Griffiths. This time we visit Noupoort in the Cape Midland Region on 15th October 1976. Noupoort was only a small town but it was an important railway junction with lines radiating to De Aar, Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth. Noupoort (Midlandia) depot was located a short distance from the town and was home to a good number of North British 15AR 4-8-2’s. 
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Roger’s first photo is an excellent rear ¾ view of Noupoort pilot No.1 - 15AR No 1569 (NB 20372 of 1914)     
Next, we find Noupoort Pilots 1 & 2, 15AR’s Nos 1569 & 1781 (NB 20843 of 1914) shunting at the station.
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The spacious nature of Midlandia depot can clearly be seen as 15AR No 1568 (NB 20371) shunts a row of engines under cover. Also at the shed were NBL 15AR 1575 (NB 20560) & Beyer Peacock cousin No 1965.   
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Returning to Noupoort, we see Pilot No.1 (15AR 1569) marshalling a mixed train in the sidings followed by Pilot No 2 (1781) running tender first into the station. Thanks again to Roger for these evocative photos.
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Q TRAIN RETURNS

                                                           (photos Tony Ashcat Marsden)
Ashcat reports that he drove the Q train on Sunday 5th March. They have fixed the regulator on No 3620 so it now opens fully and makes train handling so much easier and a real pleasure to drive. They have now put on brass cabside plates in place of aluminium. Looks far better in my opinion.
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The train is only 350 tons so the loco just plays with it on the 1 in 50s - I estimate that a full load would be about 600 tons. The restaurant train has a speed limit of 20k – I don't want to spill the soup - so even easier to keep at that pace. Love driving it, we are expecting the weather to hit 30 degrees next week so pretty close to what No 3620 was used to in her service days !
Many Thanks Ashcat – it’s great to hear that you and No 3620 (NB 26332) are still in action !
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FACT OR FICTION  

  
              

                        (photos KL Collection)   
North British locomotives have carried a wide variety of colourful liveries in the UK Preservation Era – but which are authentic and which are work of the imagination. Here are a few examples, 
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Gresley N2 Tank No 69523 (NB 22600) currently runs in GNR Green which is the livery it carried when first built in 1921. LMS Jubilee No 45593 (NB 24151) assumed the identity of class leader No 5552 ‘Silver Jubilee’ for a short time in the 1990’s. However, No 5552 was the only engine in the class to carry LMS black with burnished steel fittings. No 45593 carried LMS red and BR green in its’ working years.
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NBL-boilered ‘Merchant Navy’ No 35005 ‘Canadian Pacific’ was repainted in early BR blue in the 1990’s but this is historically inaccurate as the engine was not rebuilt to its’ present form until the late 1950’s. One engine that does correctly carry blue, however is No AD 600 ‘Gordon’ (NB 25437) which ran in this somewhat garish colour during its’ service days on the Longmoor Military Railway.   
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LMS ‘Jinty’ No 47357 (NB 23436) ran for several years in a BR style maroon livery at the Midland Railway but it only carried black on British Railways. Finally, our old friend LNER style B1 No 61306 (NB 26207) looks the part in Apple Green livery but it was not built until April 1948, just after Nationalisation and carried BR Black in its’ service days. More of your observations are welcome on this fascinating topic !
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                                 (photo Neil Bradley)
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The UK Steam Gala season continues in full swing with The Keighley & Worth Valley Railway celebrating ‘100 Years of The LMS’ over the weekend of 11th/12th March. This event featured two LMS Jubilees and three Black Fives plus several other engines and for the most part the weather was clear with a good sprinkling of snow to bring out the steam effects. Neil Bradley caught the LMS duo of 45596 ‘Bahamas’ (NB 24154) and 5MT No 44871 leaving Oakworth in typical conditions on Day 2 of the Gala. More photos can be seen on the KWVR Facebook Page at :  https://www.facebook.com/WorthValleyRailway
A Correction to last month’s Newsletter. SA steam driver Peter Odell has pointed out that 10A Pacific No 751, pictured at Sydenham coal stage, has the cylinder cladding and connecting rod removed so it may have been taken out of service. Peter goes on to say that the Class 11 No 918 is now preserved at Beaconsfield as part of the Steamnet 2000 collection. He also adds that 16R No 790 provided the fastest speed they ever logged on the PE suburbans under driver Paul Van der Mescht. He now proudly owns one of the cabsides. 
A very rare event occurred on 11th February when two LMS ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0’s worked over Shap on the same day. Crewe built No 46100 ‘Royal Scot’ was first up with the ‘Lakelander’ special, followed just 20 minutes later by No 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’ (NB 23610) on the ‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’. It is believed that the last time two ‘Scots’ were seen on Shap on the same day was in the mid 1960’s !
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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