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BAHAMAS TO THE RESCUE                                                                                
45596 passing Helsby on GB XV 18th April 2023 - John Halliwell
As mentioned last month LMS 4-6-0 No 45596 ’Bahamas’ (NB 24154) was due to haul a leg of this year’s Great Britain XV tour from Llandudno to Carnforth on 18th April but in the event, due to the failure of Royal Scot No 46115 ‘Scots Guardsman’, the LMS ‘Jubilee’ continued to Edinburgh and then on to Aberdeen the next day. John’s superb photo shows the train passing Helsby in Cheshire en route to Carlisle.

‘Bahamas’ had already worked the 2nd leg of the Tour from Bristol Temple Meads to Llandudno on Monday 16th April and was pressed into service again for the 6th leg from Edinburgh back to Carlisle on 20th April before handing over to classmate No 45690 ‘Leander’. All in all, the double chimney 4-6-0 put in a great weeks work for the Railway Touring Company. 
Bahamas is booked for a full programme of tours this summer including the ‘Atlantic Coast Express in May, trips to Devon and Somerset in June and the Dorset Coast Express in July. Full details of these and many other railtours can be found on the Railway Herald website at : https://www.railwayherald.com/railtours
LMS ‘Jubilee’ fans should have a bumper year in 2023 as, apart from 45596, Crewe – built 45690 & 45699 are operational at Carnforth depot and No 45593 ‘Kolhapur’ (NB 24151) should return to main line service in a few months’ time after an extensive overhaul at Tyseley.
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VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND

                                                                       (from Jim Nolan)
Jim has recently returned from a trip to New Zealand where he saw several North British locos at the Mainline Steam Heritage Trust depots at Plimmerton and Mercer and at the Steam Incorporated base near Wellington. First we see Jb 4-8-2 No 1236 (NB 24559) which is operational at MLSHT’s Plimmerton depot.
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Jim then visited a Steam inc., open weekend where he found North British built J1234 (NB 24557) awaiting restoration (above left) before travelling to the new MLSHT site at Mercer to see ex SAR and Enyati 25NC 4-8-4 No 3508 (NB 27368).
Mercer depot is not yet open to the public but there are two ex SAR 25NC’s and a GMAM stored on site. Jim tells us that they are next to the main road linking Wellington to Auckland and easily visible from the nearly motorway services area. The new Mercer depot will have a 70mx32m shed to house the excursion train and the maintenance operation. There will be a back shunt to assemble excursion trains and a turntable. The intention is to build a roundhouse as a museum. There were three traditional roundhouse depots in New Zealand but none of them survived. Full details can be found on https://www.mainlinesteam.co.nz/
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TEN WHEELERS

  
                                                                 (photo credits shown below)   
The original 6th Class 4-6-0 passenger steam locomotives were designed at the Salt River works of the Cape Government Railways (CGR) in 1893 to the specifications of the Chief Locomotive Superintendent Michael Stephens. The first 40 locomotives were built by Dubs & Co in Glasgow and they were fast and powerful for their size. They became so popular that more than 600 came to be built in various sub classes between 1893 and 1904, almost all of them by the NBL constituent firms of Dubs, Sharp Stewart and Neilson Reid. 
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6A 4-6-0 No 462 (Dubs 3443 of 1897) was one of the De Aar shedmaster’s pets and is seen there with an inspection saloon on 19th October 1973 (Roger Griffiths) After a period in storage at Millsite shed No 462 was moved to the Big Hole Mining Museum in Kimberley where it is currently on display.
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After their main line service days were over, several of the class were sold into industrial service such as 6A No 473 above right (John Batwell) A total of seventeen 6th Class 4-6-0’s have been preserved, many plinthed such as No 6B No 498 (Neilson 5131), seen at Fort Klapperkop in April 2023 (Nick Newport). However, No 439 is in working order at Rovos Rail and hopefully two more will be restored to steam in the future. More details can be found at : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_Class_6_4-6-0
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INDIAN VARIETY 



                                                         (photos : Roger Griffiths)
India was a popular destination for railway enthusiasts in the 1970’s as large numbers of steam locomotives of all shapes and sizes could still be found in action. However, India is a vast country and long distances had to be travelled to capture this variety. Fortunately, one of our members, Roger Griffiths was up to the challenge and here are a few examples of the North British locos he saw on a 1979 visit.
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Street running was the order of the day in Kurseong on 4th December 1979 and Roger captured 2ft gauge B Class 0-4-0STT No 802 (NBL 23678 of 1927) weaving its’ way through the town en route to Darjeeling.
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The previous week, Roger photographed India Central Railway Class H/4 Broad Gauge 2-8-0 No. 026431 (NBL 22398 of 1920) working as station pilot at Pune. 60 of these sturdy locos were built at NBL Queens Park Works in 1919/1920. There is a striking similarity between these engines and the British Great Central / ROD 04 Class 2-8-0’s, many of which were turned out by North British during the first World War. 
A rare find at Bhadravati Steelworks on 28th November 1979 was an F Class 0-6-0 (Dubs Works Number 4415 of 1903) engaged on shunting duties. To put the distances Roger must have covered into perspective, it is no less than 1,679 miles from Darjeeling, near where the top photo was taken, to the steelworks at Bhadravati ! Thank you so much Roger for your sharing your efforts with us.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                (photo courtesy World Railways)          
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Chile Railways (FCE) 5-foot 6-inch gauge class 58 4-6-0 550 (NB 18463 of 1908) on the turntable at Temuco shed in November 1976. Temuco was the focus of steam operation in 1970's and offered a very busy scene of steam operation. We are very grateful to World Railways for the use of this photo, more of their amazing images can be found at www.world-railways.co.uk
A Trust has been formed by members of Darjeeling & Himalayan No 19’s support team to raise funds to purchase the loco for further use in the UK. As mentioned last month, the Sharp Stewart 0-4-0STT will be auctioned by HJ Pugh & Co on 21st June. If successful, the Trust intend to base the engine at the Statfold Barn Railway and take it on tour to other 2 ft gauge lines in the UK. It is expected that a six figure sum will be required and full details can be found at : www.darjeelingtank.org.uk
John Barrowdale reports on further progress with the NBL boiler on No 35005 Canadian Pacific. Apart from some stays on the throatplate which are at odd angles all have been corked on the outside firebox wrapper and the stay ends on the inside wrapper have been flattened with the air hammer after applying heat to each stay. What is left will take probably another 2 to 3 days. All the outside of the firebox has received two coats of protective silver paint. The boiler will next be turned on its side to enable us to do the crown stays and then it will be on with the tubing. More details on : https://www.facebook.com/35005CanPac
If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
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