NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

      HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

    1st JULY 2008 NEWSLETTER
Hello All,
Plenty of good news this month as our Sandringham Project has received another wonderful boost and we have gained some valuable breathing space for our Class 24. The deadline for clearing the remaining steam locos from Millsite Shed has been extended and we have been joined by 11 new Members. Funds are urgently required for all our projects though and your continued support is needed more than ever.
SANDRINGHAM PROJECT
We are delighted to announce that Richard Hardy has accepted the role of  Honorary President of the Sandringham Locomotive Company. Richard (RHN) Hardy was an apprentice at Doncaster under Edward Thompson and is probably best known for his steam shed management days on the Eastern Region where he rose to the post of District Locomotive Superintendent at Stratford.  He is also the author of numerous books and articles on steam, including the renown ‘Steam in the Blood’ which was first published in 1971. Now in his eighties and living at Amersham, he has an incredibly sharp memory and an encyclopedic knowledge of steam events throughout the fifties and sixties. We’ll need to pay careful attention to detail with Richard keeping a watchful eye over us – and let’s hope he doesn’t remember his staff evicting a schoolboy named Ken Livermore from Stratford Shed on several occasions !
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In the photograph above, Stratford B17 No. 61600 ‘Sandringham’ is seen at Cambridge in May 1957. It is intended that our display loco will carry this name and number. R. C. Riley 
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B17 NEWS CONTINUED

On the  practical side, the Sandringham Locomotive Company is now in place and will soon have a separate Bank Account and Website. Several authentic parts were purchased for the display loco during June including the cab window frames from 61212 and a dome cover ex 61264. It will be remembered that the boiler currently fitted to 61264 was once carried by No. 61671 – so, even though  61671 was of course a B2 at the time, the cover has a strong ‘Sandringham’ connection ! 
A replica B17 cab is now being constructed for us by one of  Keeley Hire’s key sub contractors and should be completed by the end of July. Keeley are an internationally known supplier of props and theme sets to the Film and TV industry and the cab will be an accurate representation of the original.

In conjunction with this, we have asked the North Norfolk Railway for permission to mount a Sandringham exhibition at their Holt Station during August. This will initially consist of David Buck’s LNER Tender, already at Holt, plus the cab and various fittings. As the ensemble will represent the later ‘Footballer’ type B17, it may well be given an appropriate name and number

for the duration of the exhibition. Watch this space ! 
CURRENT NBLPG LOCO PROJEC TS IN BRIEF
We have reached an agreement with Reefsteamers to allow our SAR Class 24 2-8-4 No. 3647 to stay on their site at Germiston for another 12 months whilst funds are raised for repatriation back to the UK. In return we have made a substantial donation towards extending the fencing at Germiston to accommodate some of the steam locomotives under threat of scrapping at Millsite.
Cosmetic restoration work continues on our CSAR Class 11 2-8-2 No. 929 at Bloemfontein and the loco is looking in much better all round condition. As yet, no date has been set for completion of the work, which is proceeding as funding allows.

Our Natal Government Railways Dubs Tank No. 196 remains safely in store at Masons Mill Shed in the care of the Umgeni Seam Railway. We were unable to send the new cabside plate by surface mail and are now looking for a UK volunteer travelling to Natal to take the plate out for us. We have been in touch with the Science Museum regarding the possibility of obtaining grant aid from their Prism Fund to help with shipping or transport.
The Turkish 8F Project is about to move forward as Mike Hoskin will be meeting senior TCDD Managers in Ankara in July to formalise (in principle) the release of some of their North British 8F’s to the UK.  Arrangements will be made for prospective purchasers to conduct their own engineering survey of the remaining 8F locos in Turkey prior to the purchase. As mentioned a while back, we are working with Bo’ness on this Project and hopefully another North British Loco will be returning to Scotland.
SAR Class 3BR  4-8-2 No. 1488 remains blocked in by other locos at Millsite shed but the Steam In Action consortium are trying to mount a rescue attempt to relocate the loco to Germiston. (see following new item) 
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SITUATION AT KRUGERSDORP
Dave Richardson, the executive Director of Steam in Action has been in touch to say that the deadline for moving the remaining steam locos from Millsite Shed has been extended to 31st July. However, there are two new obstacles facing Shaun Ackerman’s team who are trying to clear the shed and save as many locos from the scrap dealers as possible. 
Transnet’s legal department have run into delays transferring ownership of some of the ‘National Collection’ engines and the price of coal and diesel fuel was due to rise significantly from 1st July. Full details can be found on the SIA website : www.steam-in-action.com and if UK based enthusiasts would like to make a donation without incurring transfer charges to South Africa, a special arrangement has been set up with the Sandstone Steam Railroad to use their DVD and Book Account at Newbury. Please mark your deposits clearly as SIA Donation. 

We would strongly urge you to support this initiative as 33 of the remaining steam locos at Millsite were built by NBL or it’s constituents.  The Sandstone Banking details are as follows :
HSBC Bank plc
1, Mansion House Street
Newbury
Berkshire
RG14 5ET
U.K.
 

Beneficiary:     Sandstone Steam Railroad
Sort Code:       40 34 12
Account Number: 71608150.
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As mentioned previously, one of the historic locos under threat at Millsite Shed is this classic Dubs 6A Class 4-6-0 No. 462 seen here in happier days at De Aar. If it can be saved from destruction at Millsite it will be moved to the Big Hole Mining Museum in Kimberley for restoration and display. 
It is widely believed that No. 462 was one of the engines used on Cecil Rhodes’ funeral train and material discovered recently in the Africana Library in Kimberley would seem to confirm this. If you have any information on the history of No. 462, please contact Andrew Schanknecht as soon as possible. He can be reached by e:mail at  Andrew.Schanknecht@debeersgroup.com (or via NBLPG)
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MALAYAN PACIFIC UPDATE

In our May Newsletter, we mentioned that North British Malayan Pacific No. 564.36 ‘Temerloh’ seemed to be rusting away without any plans for it’s future. Hugh Garner followed this up by writing direct to the Chairman of KTMB (Malayan Railways) asking for information. He was pleased to receive a very positive reply dated 13th June, from the head man himself stating that KTMB planned to restore the engine to it’s former glory as soon as possible and place it on display at either Kuala Lumpur Station or the KTMB Academy at Batu Gajah.
Many thanks to Hugh Garner for the above information. Here are two more of Hugh’s photos of the loco as currently stored at Gemas Station.
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SPRINGBURN CASTLE ?
To close this month, we couldn’t resist including this cartoon, sent in by an anonymous contributor, of what seems to be a Great Western ‘Castle’ being hauled through the streets of Glasgow by a traction engine ! NBL of course constructed steam locos for railways all around the world, and even built a few pannier tanks for the GWR – but ‘Springburn Castle’ looks like a 
bit of poetic licence by some misinformed member of the press !
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION
If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to Steve at :  steve knapman [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]
New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if required.

Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.

Telephone : 01189 864 706                 e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                       HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                      MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  
       :    £10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 24 No. 3647 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH         : 
£

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DONATION TO SANDRINGHAM LOCO FUND       :
£

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SANDRINGHAM LOCO SHARES @ £50 EACH        :   £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 




        :   £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED, C/O : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, 4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.      PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP.
