NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

      HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                1st OCTOBER 2008 NEWSLETTER
Hello All,
September was a fairly quiet month (by our standards) but we have some good news to report from around the world and some interesting local items from the UK. Please read on.

NBL GROUP PROJECT NEWS
Dubs Tank : – the following photograph, sent to us by Graham Gillett of the Umgeni Steam Railway, shows how No. 196 will one day look at the Mizens Railway. The engine is of course the USR’s own Dubs Tank No. 88, seen rolling along the electrified lines near Durban. As mentioned, we are currently working on SA - UK shipping quotes for this loco.
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Class 24 : - we have recently received the very kind donation of an original SAR loco whistle from Fraser Howell of Knysna in support of the Class 24 Fund. Many thanks Fraser, every penny counts.
Class 3BR : - As mentioned previously, we had been trying to negotiate arrangements for a new home for the 3BR which is currently in store at Millsite Shed, Krugersdorp. We’ve now gone a stage further and I’m pleased to say that, from today, the new owner of the loco is SA based, NBLPG Member, Dr. Richard Sabatini who is already restoring several other SAR locos at Beaconsfield Shed , Kimberley.   
It was felt that local ownership would benefit No. 1488 and in return, we have received a substantial donation towards our other SAR steam loco projects. We wish ‘Oscar’ the very best of luck in relocating and restoring No. 1488 in due course.
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NBLPG 2009 DIARIES
We have been very fortunate to obtain a limited number of excellent quality NBL Preservation Group 2009 Pocket Diaries / Personal Organisers. As per the photograph below, these are available in 6ins x 3.5ins format with black covers, (144 pages). The price per Diary, including a gold presentation box, is just £4-50 including Postage and all proceeds will go straight to our loco preservation funds. They would make an ideal Christmas or New Year Gift ! Please send your diary requests to the Hon. Secretary at the usual address. Cheques etc made payable to NBL Preservation Group.
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SOLENT RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS
NBLPG Member Nigel Maddock has kindly donated some advertising space in the Catalogue for his forthcoming Railwayana Auction on Saturday 11th October and will also be providing us with one of the Traders Tables on the day to distribute leaflets etc. 

The Auction will commence at 10-00am at Wickham Community Centre, Wickham, Hants PO17 5AL - there are more than 500 lots on offer including a number donated by NBLPG members to boost our funds. Why not come along to meet the team and maybe pick up a bargain or two.
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GHOSTS OF GLASGOW
Many fine steam locomotives were lost to preservation during the scrapping carnage of the 1950’s and 1960’s but possibly the most tragic case of all was the destruction of  Dubs ‘Small Ben’ 4-4-0 No. 54398 ‘Ben Alder’ in 1967.
Ben Alder started life at the Dubs Works near Polmadie (later to become NBL Queens Park Works) as one of 8 of the Class built for the Highland Railway in 1898. Their Dubs Works Numbers were 3685 to 3692 and all were named after Scottish Mountains, giving them a romantic association with the Highlands. 9 of the Class more followed from 1899 to 1901 -  built by the Highland Railway in Inverness, then a final batch of 3 from NBL in 1906.
In service they were a great credit to their designed, Peter Drummond, and all lasted well into LMS days before withdrawals began. Six of the eight survived to be taken into BR ownership in 1948 and the last of the Class, No. 54398 ‘Ben Alder’ was taken out of service in 1953 and set aside for preservation. The Ben’s future looked good at this point but sadly there was to be a sting in the tail. Her Highland Railway boiler had been replaced during LMS days by one from the Caledonian Railway and, as she was deemed not to be in original condition, no funds were forthcoming from the powers-that-be for restoration. 
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Ex HR ‘Small Ben’ 4-4-0 no. 54398 at Lochgorm Works, Inverness in September 1953

(Photograph by TB Owen - Colour Rail SC340)
After 14 years in limbo, being shunted round the system and stored at various sheds, including Inverness, Boat of Garten, Dawsholm and Parkhead, the final insult came in 1967 when the ‘semi-preserved’ No. 54398 was broken up at Motherwell. It seemed that one of Scotland’s most loved steam locomotives had been lost forever – but who knows, in the current ‘never say die’ preservation climate, when many of BR’s wrongs are being set right, maybe the ghost of a ‘Small Ben’ could return to those old Highland haunts one day !






(4)

PRESERVATION WORLD – Argentina

We are indebted to Agustin Grasso this month who sent us the following e:mail and several photographs regarding a North British - built steam locomotive still operating in Argentina. 
Dear Ken, my name is Agustin and I live in Argentina. I'm actually working for a railway company called Trenes Especiales Argentinos, which has rebuilt an old North British Locomotive in 2001 and nowadays is running as a tourist attraction in Bariloche, in the south of our country. It is a 2-8-0 and was built in 1912 in Glasgow. 

You can see some pictures of it on the website :  www.trenhistoricoavapor.com 
 
Regards, Agustin Grasso.

Our own records show the loco to be NBL Works Number 19778 which was one of fourteen 2-8-0’s built at Queens Park Works in 1911/1912 for the Buenos Aires & Pacific Railway. I have taken the liberty of reproducing one of the excellent photos from the website and would recommend a visit – both to the website and to the line !
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Locomotive Number 121 in action (Photograph Courtesy of Tren Historico a Vapor)
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MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION 
If you would like to comment on our preservation activities or would like further information on any of our projects, please contact me or our Webmaster Steve Knapman by letter, phone or e:mail.  Photos and articles for the website should be sent to Steve at :  steve knapman [steve.k@rubihorn.demon.co.uk]
New Members and Shareholders are always welcome and funds are urgently needed for all our projects. Please join us and help to preserve North British locomotives from around the World.    Our Website Address is : www.nbloco.net
Remember, there is no annual Membership Fee, just a one-off joining fee of £10 which will give you regular news updates and the option to purchase ownership shares in any of our locomotives if required.

Please Address Correspondence to : Ken Livermore, Hon. Secretary, NBL Preservation Group, 4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 5YZ.

Telephone : 01189 864 706                 e:mail : ken.livermore@btinternet.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

                       HON. PRESIDENT SIR HUGH REID

                      MEMBERSHIP / SHARE PURCHASE FORM

NAME :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E:MAIL ADDRESS :

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE  
          

:    £10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NGR DUBS TANK No. 196 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          :    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CSAR CLASS 11 No. 929 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH      
:    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SAR CLASS 24 No. 3647 LOCO SHARES @ £5 EACH          
:    £

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


 


            :    £

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ALL SHARE PURCHASES, LOANS & SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED, C/O : THE HON. SECRETARY, NBL PRESERVATION GROUP, 4 PORCHFIELD CLOSE, EARLEY, READING, BERKS, RG6 5YZ.      PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : NBL PRESERVATION GROUP.
